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in your Perſon, all the Qualities of a good Chriſtian, and thoſe of a 


T 0 
My LORD BISHOP of LONDON. 


My Lord, 


| have not Ballanc'd in my Choice to whom I ſhould Add 
theſe Letters, I preſently imagin'd that no Perſon could be ſq 
proper as you, to procure to them a favourable reception, and ta 
make them ſerve to that Defign for which they were Writ. That 
Dignity you poſſeſs in the Charch of Exglsnd, The Rank whieh you 
hold in the Parliament, The Efteem that all Ezglend has for you, and 
that Juſtice which that Great Prince your Liberator renders Himſelf 
to your Merits ; all this, A Lord, could nat fail to make me Reſc 
on this Choice, ſhould I have had no other Reafons. But give 
leave to ſay, that in this occaſion, 1 have had more Regard to your 
Perſonal Qualities, than to all that T have now alledg'd. 
All the Warld knows, My Lord, that God has happily Aﬀembled 


good Prelate ; and that you Religioufly follow the Traces of thoſe 
Holy Biſhops, which made their Virtue to be admired in the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and for whoſe Memory the Church ſtill to this 
Day preſerves {0 great a Veneration. Like them, you Wateh Day, 
and Night with an extream Application over that Block of which 
the Lord has given you the Care and ConduR ; and you forget no» 
thing to forward the SanCtification and Salvation of it. Like them, 
you are equally in Edification to the Church by your Miniftry, and 
your Exemplary Life, Finally, like them, you are ever conftant and 
unmoveable in your Duty, ſo that no Human Confideration is capa» 
ble to divert you from it. 

Who can daub of this, thas has ſeen that Refolution, that Admi- 
rable Firmneſs, with which you refiſted of late the Power of Unjult | 
Judges, who would have rendered you equally Guilty of their Urnw 
juſt PraEtices, and oblig*d you to Concur with them; in the Deſigns * 
of a Court wholly devoted to Popery ? How Worthy of you was 
this Action, My Lord, worthy thar Great Reputation of Piety, ,of - 
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The Epiſtle DEDICATORT. 


7eal, of Probity, and of Virtue, which you had already acquired. 
And how Glorious was that SUSPENSION which you did undergo 
with ſo much Courage ? | 

* TIdare not ſay all that I think, My Lord, I know how great your 
Modeſty is, and I ſhould fear to offend it, giving you all the Praiſes 
which aredue to you. I ſhall only add, that one of the greateſt 
Motives that I have had to Chuſe you for ProtefQtor to theſe Letters, 
is the Love which you have for Peace, and for the Unity of the 
'Chureh, > 0 | | | 

" . Your Charity, My Lord, is. qu to your Piety. It is that Chari. 
£, with which your Heart is inflam'd, which makes you Confider'd 
as the Father of the Poor. It is that which has been*the Refuge of 
divers Thouſands: of our Brothers, which the greateſt Perſecution 
that ever was ſeen, has forc'd to abandon both their Wealth and 
their Country to follow Chriſt, and to cleave to the Polſeffion of his 
Holy Goſpel. And it is the ſame alſo which Inſpires in you Deſires 
of Moderation and of Peace towards the Presbyterians, and which 
x7 ſes you ſo Ardently to Wiſh to fee them Reunited to your 

Church. | 

t. I have therefore all reaſon to hope, 3{y Lord, that Letters which 

;have no other Aim-but to forward that Re-Union, will not diſpleafe 

you ; and if - you. believe they can produce any Fruit, ' you will 

tbe pleaſed to take upon you the Care to Preſent them to the Parlia- 

ment, and to his Highneſs the Prince of Orange, with. the further 

trouble te Communicate them to thoſe other Perſons whom you ſhall | 
{think fit to impart them. May .it pleaſe God to accompany them | 
| my the Power of his Holy Spirit, and to give them an happy ſuc- | 
' cels / #" | d | 
\. May God, alſo, My-Lord, fill you with his moft precious Bleſ- 
:fings; and Preſerve you, during the courſe of many Years, for his | 
Glory, and the Good of his Church ! Iam with a Profound ReſpeR, | 


My Lord, | 
| Tour moſt Humble and mot ._ 
* | Obedient Servant, N. 
—_— 12tb- = 4:3 * . 
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; ADVERTISEMENT. 
* Heſe Letters were writ at the time of their Date, that ts, in January 1690. befq 
' & that Conventionof ENGLAND was aſſembled ;, and conſequently before 
King and Queen, now Reigning ſo gloriouſly in Great Britain,were razed on theT hrg 
They weve alſo printed and ſent to London #n that very time. But ſome perſons of gr 
worth, to whom they were communicated,thought fit nat to render them ſo [c0n publi w 
ro-ftay, 10 that-end; till tke-Afp airs of the Kingdom would admit of a ſcrious Confidet 
tioz 1m:the Re-eft abliſhment of the Peace in. the Church, £ | 

The time being come to work, on that great Deſign, it has been thought that they mig 
be of uſe totbe PUBLA1CK,, that they were not tobe conceald from it any long 
Therefore they are row beſtowed on it , without any alteration ;, thi they contain div 
things, wnich are now out of ſeaſon, after ſo great a Charge as has hapned even-in 
publick., Af airs. * Se bog f «7 4h 

: -. For Example, there 1s mantion made in them of - the King of + England, under the 4 
tion of Prince of Orange, which, at that time;was his Name ; and it us under that þ 
Name that the laft- Letter is directed to that great Menarch. In that which is direk 
to the Lords and Commons of England, i is deſired, Tley ſhould faithfully preſerve 
Crown, foy the true Blood of their Kings ;, That they give-a ſufficient Liberty. of C 
ſcience 10 the Presbyterians ; That as the ſame time they employ all the Rigor.of th 
Laws againft Popery. yer To!crate ſuch-Papiſts as would live amongſt them as x) 
axd boneft Citizens, and in a ane ſubmiſſionto the Laws : All this bas been done by 
Convention, or by that Parliament that has ſucceeded it. It is alſo requir?d, 
Commiſſioners be nam'd 16 labour in the Re-union of tht Preshyterians to the Chu! 
of England ; and that is what has becn done by the KING, after the ſeparationef 
Parliament, * 2 | | 

' The Reader had doubtleſs of himfelf cbfer2d'all that bas-been ſaid, without * 

Advertifement ; and be will caſily take notice in the Letters of divers other thing 
the ſame Natmre, which there is 18 nece(ſity to mention here. It has been thought 
nent to infift on two ' of nhich it is neceſſary to give feme Information in few wo 

The firſt thing is, what is ſaid in the 4th and 5th Letter, concerning the Zeal 1 
which the Biſhop have oppos*d the Re-eſtablifhment ef Popery, of their Charity row, 
the Presbyterians, and of the Love they kave-for Peace ; unto which it is ſuppo.di1 

arein 4 condition to ſacrifice ſome of their Opinions and Cuſtoms. There are a 0 
perſons found , that maintain the Biſhops are not wel known ; and that it 15 va 
in batred to the Presbyterians, than to the Papiſts ; That they have oppo.*d there 
76 King James 11s. Declaration, conſerving Liberty of Conſcience: » They « 
for proof of that, the Refuſal which divers amongſt them have made, ts take the 9 
which this preſent KING now Reigning requir*d of them ;,- and they pretend ghat 
Refuſal is grounded on the Fear they have that His MAJESTY baving been browuph. 

«mongſe the Presbyteriaps of Holland, he might be 100 favourable to thoſe of Eng 
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(86) 
re 416 ſome who go further yet and ſay, that this way. of proceeding 15. 41 
" that. j— an — which the Biſhops have for a Popiſh King, and even for = 
ie ſelf. | We 
* But what reaſen is there to accuſe the Biſhops to have leſs Hatred for the Papiſts, 
wn for the Precbyterians ? What have they done which can give place to fo Odious a 
ypiciate, 10 have ſach a Tendency for Popery, and that they have @ deſign to favenr it 
ch a Scandalons Accuſation ought not to be prope d, without eonvncing Proofs ;, and 
Faſbifie r boſe Prelets, that their Enemies canmot alledg any thing capable of making 
p leaſt Impreſſion in the Minds of *Fuft Perſons. 
at-Conſtancy with which they have oppo#d themſelues to that Declaration we heve 
tiond, 15, on the contrary, whatever 3s ſaid of it, a proof which ought 10 convince 
whole World of their Hatred againſt Popery, and of their Zeal for the Proteſtant 
Higion. Can Equity ſuffer, that ſuch a Conſtancy ſhowd be Imputed to the Hatred 
vob ſome pretend they bave againſt the Precbyteriens ? And is it not the greatels of all 
a frice., to T ernifh ſo Glorious an Alton with ihe Wrong ſenſe which is goven. to it, 
hot the leaft appearance of Reaſon? 
t 45 in vain 10 produce the refuſal which ſome Prelats have made to take the Oaths " 
s preſent King ; we pretend not here ro approve nor 10 excuſe, what they have dome ; 
P, * will wot be difficult 10 ſay, that it is found very worthy of Reproof + Neither dz 
one pretend ro ſeek, after the Reaſons of it, But whatever they. are, muſt the fault 
ſome particulars be imputed to'a whole Body, to fo Suſtrious, a Body at that of the 
ps of England ? ' Ang generally ſpeaking ,' can it be denied that thoſe Biſhops are 
£00d Proteſtants and good Subjetts ? : ; NN 
in fine, it 1 declar'd, that what has been ſaid, of the Biſhops fehing after Re-U. 
ie, 81d diſpoſition to lay. aſide, 10 that pu pofe, ſome of thesr Opintons and Prattices, 
” thoſe Informations which bavue beer receiv'd from London, and from wery good 


T boſe Conferences which will be-made on that ſubjeft, will be a Touchſtone, which wil 
rover, whether theſe Intelligences were Fuſs. h, | 

be Second tbing wich anght to be rendered clear ts, to foew it is the Pregbyerians 
ts returs to 1he Epiſcopal Church, rather than the B1ſhops ta goover to the Pref- 
pier Church. 11 is alledged in the Fourth Letter, that the Epiſe pal Church bas os 
fe the Laws, and Poſſeion 1, whereas the Precbyterian Chureb bet neither Poſſeflion, 
: Las, 01 it fide, and that onthe contrary the Laws arg wholly oppelize to.it ; 
pis no longer true, it wil te ſaid, ſince the King and Parligment have mage 4 Iew 
ws te permer to-rhe Nonconformfs the exerciſe of their Religion ; (ov. tha this reas 
Gar #0 lenger:be offer'd. ns 

Fo this 15 anſwer'd, That #t 45 true, the Laws are no longer £0 ary tothe Pregby- 


ps; bus that the Likerey mbich the Law: give them, far from aſjnading them, to 
eeih the Biſhops, ir aught rather to d:{poſe their Mings (9 this mag. 
hat Crowd that 6 Liberty of Conſcience mas deſired for them from the Lords 
Gomaons, as r4y be fer in the Sixth Letter. When ellps der, 
ambich 6:gremcd to rhe Prevbyterians by the New Les, takes 
the Chuech of England from it,. and lefſens not its Priedlepps. 
ink, of . the Tree, ro which all the Boughs are tobe united, Ut js ftill 


— 


(7) "* 
Church, and its Religion is flill the Religicn of the State. So that tho? this Church 
#8 Cendeſcemion fer 1he Presbyterians, and thas Sbe ſonid r1hrguiſh nothing of + 
Ceremonies, nor Coftims, they would ftilt te chlig*d to Rennite themelyes 10 Her; T 
conld net lawfully remain ſeparated frem it, exceqt it wes guilty of Nereſie, ldolatry 
of Tyranny, as 5t i: expreſſed intheſe Letters. 

The Authors of thoſe Letters, t«wever, perſiſt in the Semimint they have follen 
in them; that, to ſuccced in the deſign of the Rennian of the PROTESTANT 
of England,al Paviies onght to relizquiſh ſexmothing on their part : It is by that ® 
encly, that boges can be cntertain'd to work iv #s with ſucceſs. God be pleaſed: 

70 inſpire both Partics, that they may breathe nething but Peace and Chatity, 
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Proteſtants retired into Germany, from thi 
French Perſecution, concerning the UVn:r: 
_ . of the Church. ; 
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' TO THE 


Prateſtants of ENGLAND m General, ? 
; UI FILL | : 
| Our, moſt Dear Brethren, ka | 


- Here is nothing more deplorable than Scbifar, ard when God permits it ta 
4 difturb the'Chureh,it is to be conſider?d as one pf the moſt terrible Scourges 
of his Wrath; Who would not then be concern'd to fee Chriffendom in that con- 
dition it is in at- preſent ? To fee- not oply the..Z.ft ſeparated from the Weſt; 
fince ſo many Apes; not only in our Weſtern parts, the Proreſiane Church ſepara» 
ted from the Romer Church ; not only in the Proteftax: Church, the Refermes ſepa-! 
rated from: the Zuiberans - But, moreover, thoſe \Refexwed, ſeparated one frems 
| another, to form divers different Speietics Wha wanld rot he mov*d,above ally 
to ſeg the Charch of England , that Flouriſhing Church , which makes ſo con- 
_ fiderable apart of the Reformed Church, ſeparated in twaBedies, who have no 

External Communion- -amengft them ? Not to meption givers little Seffs which 
have riſen from them, and increaſed the Diviſion. 4 : 


(9) 
Yoinetimes he conſiders it as one ſingle human Body, as a Body of which Chri 
is the Head, and the Believers the Members, 1 Cor. xii. 4s the Pody is 071e, _ ane 
hath many Members, and «ll the Menibers of the Body, mhich is one, tho" they be ma 
2y, yet are but oee Body, ever ſo is Chriſt, For by one Spirit are we all Baptized in 
one Body, After that, having obſerv?d, thar tho? the Members of the Body ard 
different one from the other, they are all neceſſary, that God has di 
them as he pleas'd; and that we Honour the moſt thoſe that are leſk | 
ble; he adds, that God has ſet that Ordcr in the Members, Left there ſhould þ 
any Diviſion in the Body, .but that the Members ſhould have the ſame Care one fon 
another, And immediatly after te thi's goes on, 1f one Member ſuffer, all ſuffer 
with him ;, if one Member be ad in Honour, all the Members rejoice with it. Now u 
are the Body of Chriſt, and Memvers for your part. | 
in another place he Wiſhes, Epheſ. iv. that, following Truth in Charity we grot 
#p in all things in the Lord, whos the Head ;, by which, continues he, the Bo ly be 
ing well United into a perfet# Man, and into the meaſure of the Age of the fulneſs 0 
Chriſt by Charity. And a little before in the Argument which he had draw 
from that Idea which he gave of the Church, he repreſents it as the Body & 
| Chriſt 3 he had added divers other Motives to lead us to Charity, to Peace, and 
Union. He had faid, 7 therefore, being a Priſoner in the Lord, Pray you, tha 
y0# walk worthy of the Focation whereunto you are calld, with all Humbleneſs of ind, 
and Meekneſs, with long Suffering, ſupporting one another through Love ; © endeavoy 
ong to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, This is the Exhortatior 
w. For he gives us, and theſe arethe ſtrong Motives that he inſiſts upon, They 
35 one Body and one Spirit , he adds preſently after, Zwven as ye are called in hope 0 
your Vocation, There is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm ; one God and Father 6 
all, which 1s all, axd through all, and in you all, » 

You ſee, our Dearly Beloved Brethren, how many Motives that Holy Apc 
ſtle uſes, to infuſe into us a Love to Unity; whence it is eaſie to infer, That 
that Schiſm which broke the Bonds of Unity, cannot but be infinitely guilty : 
what Crime is it not, what Sacrilege, to Violate that Charity which Chriſt has 
recommended to us with ſo much Care, thus to diſperſe his Flock; thus to divide 
his Dear Jeruſalem, his Holy Temple, thus to tear his Myſtical Body, 

Yet we are not to forget, that what Love ſoever we ought to have for Unity 
we are oblig'd more to have for Love, Truth and Piety, That conſerves 
the Glory of God, and our own Salvatien, to preſerve them beth > and thoſe 
are ſuch great Concerns, that we ought to prefer them to all things. | 

St: Paul who ſo earneſtly recommends to us Unity, joins | 
Truth with Charity in one of thoſe places that we have Cited; Epheſ. iv. 15; 
and by that ſhews, that Charity has its Bounds, and that it ne- 
ver ought to go ſo far, as to make us preſerve Unity to the prejudice of Trut 
And in another place he injoins us,T os avoid him who is anHeretick, "1 
That is to ſay, doubtleſs, not to have any Converſation with Tz. iii. 10, 

ſuch a one, above all, in Religion. 
He is not leſs Jealous of the Concerns of Piety, than of Truth ; and that i 
the reaſon why he forbids us to have apy Commune with the Idolaters; You 
- C +, 4) 


(1) 
cannot Drink, ſays he, the Cup of the Lord, and ihe Cup of the 
2 Cor. X. 21, Devils ;, ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's Table, and of the Ta- 
| | ble of the Devils. He Concludes, in one place, to the Cele. 
ebration of the Holy Communion; and in the other, to thoſe Feaſts. which the 
eathens made in the Solemnity of their Sacrifices ; and he would give us to un- 
derftand, that we cannot partake in no manner of the Worſhip of the Idols, 
vithout Renouncing the Worſhip of the Lord, and conſequently, without de. 
troying of Piety. + 
; In an other place he ſpeaks yet more to the purpoſe on the ſame ſubject ; and 
| he expreſly Teaches us, that we ought to Separate irom the 
Cor, iv. Infidels and the Idolaters. Be not wnequally Yoked with the Inf. 
| . dels, ſays he, for what Fellowſhip has Righteouſneſs with Unrighte« 
mſneſs? And what Communion has Light with Darkneſs? And what Concord has 
iſt with Belial ? Or what park hath the Belicver with the Infidel? And what 
Agreement hath the Temple of God with Idols ? For ye are the Temple of the Living 
God; as God has ſaid, 1 will Dwell amongſt them, and Walk there, and 1 will be 
bejir God, and they ſhall be my People. Wherefore, come out from amongſt them, and 
Separate your ſelves, ſays the Lord, and touch no Unclean thing, and T1 will receive 
you. - And I will be a Father wnto you, and you ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith 
tbe Lord Almighty. ) 

In general, St. Pau! will have, That if any one dces Preach to 
Gal. 1. 8,9. es other Doltrines than thoſe which are contaiwd in the Goſpel, 
4 which we have received, which muſt be Infallibility underſtocd, 
as to the Doctrines of Faith, and thoſe that relate to the Worſhip; that we 
ſhould pronounce Anathema againſt him z were he an Apoſtle, a Paul; were he 
an Angel of Heaven, : HR 

But it is neceſſary to Obſerve, that when we ſay, according to the Dotrin of 
hat Apoſtle, That we are to prefer Truth and Piety before Unity ; that is, to 
be underſtood but of the Eſſence of Truth, and of the Evangelical Piety; thar 
is to ſay, to that which Chriſtian Religion has Eſſential in it, and-without which 


afion of Separation : And therefore, they which overturn the Fundamental! 
[Truths of Chriſtianity, or that are incompatible with true Piety ; ſuch as are 
the Capital Errors of Hereticks, and the Impieties of Idolaters. But there 
Fare others, which as contrary as they are either to Truth or to Piety, ſuf- 
Fer ſtill the Ground and Eſſence of Religion to ſubſiſt ; ſuch as are the weak Er- 
rors, and ccrtain Superſtitions PraCtices; and it would be Unjuſt and Criminal 
to Separate from ones Brethren for Errors or Practices of that Nature. 

-, It is {till the Doin of the ſame Apoſtle, At the ſame time that he Orders 
us to avoid Hereticks, and to Separate from Idolaters, as be- 
Rom. XIV. GT fore ; he will have us on the contrary, - To Receive ſuch as are 


ftices, for fear of being Scandalous to them, 
We nuwſt then acknowledg, that according tothe Dottrin of St. Paw, there 
Are {7 5 of Separation 3 the one is lawful, and allowed of, and likewiſe 
very 


_ 


It cannot ſubſiſt, There are ſome Doctrines and Practices which give a juſt oc- ' 


1 Cor. viii. 10. Weak, in the Faith, and that we ſute our ſelves to their Pra- 
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. ſomething to be taken away either in Doctcin, or Practice, 


(487 
very neceſſary 3 the other is unjuſt and Criminal, and conſequently forbidder 
The lawful Separ:.tion, is that by which we preſerve the Eſſence of the Truth, « 
the Chriſtian Faith, and of Piety, or of the Evangelick Worſhip; they R 
nounce the Communion of Hereticks and Idolaters, who wholly Ruin Faith a 
Piety by their ſalſe Principles, and by their falſe Worſhip. -- And the unjuſt $ 
paration-is that, by which they ſeparate themſelves from a Society, or from 
Perſon, who Reſerves all the Eſſence of Truth and Godlineſs, the? rhexe may | 
One and the other of theſe Separations may be made, either by way of R 
trenchment, or by means of letting them alone. The Separation by way of I 
trenching is no other thing than Excommunication ; and Separation by way 
12ying them aſide, is made, when we abandon of our-ſelves: a Society, wat 
which we will haye no Communicn. 
The Catholicks Anciently Separated themſelves from the Arrians by way C 
Retrenching, when they Anathematized thoſe Hereticks in the famous Counc 
of Nice. And in latter times our Fathers Separated themſelves from the Rom 
Chzrch, by the way of having nothing to do with them z when they forſook th 
Communion, to render to God the true Worſhip he required of his Childre 
And theſe Two Separations were both very lawful. 
Was there any thizg more Juſt than to Excommunicate the 4rria7s ? Tha 
to Expell them from the Boſome of the Catholick Church thoſe-Hereticks who d 
nyed the Eternal Divinity of the Son of God, and who Ruined by that mear 
all the Myſtery of our Redemption ? That way they Undermined the Foundat 
ons of the Chriſtian Religion, and quite overturned it. | | 
But was there any thing more Juſt than to. forſfake the Communion of the X 
21an Church ? Of a Church that Taught an infinite number of Capital Errors 1 
their Dotrines; whoſe Worſhip was full of Superſtition, = Idolatry, an 
whoſe Government was degenerated to an inſufferable Tyranny? Their Com 
miffion was brought to that point, that their Communion could no longer be b 
dreadful, Apoc. 18. 2. & 17: 5. She was become a Dwelling for Devil, and the M 
ther of Fornications, and of all the Abominable things of the World, And then 
was our moſt happy Anceſtors made a Separation. They Obeyed the Heaven 
Voice, that Cryed to them, To depart from that Wicked Babylon, for fear the 
ſhould partake of their Wickeaneſs, and be involved in their Wounds, APOC. 18. 4+ 
Burt on the other ſide the Arrians Separated themſelves from the Catholi 
Church, by way of laying them aſide ; when they began to have Separate 4 
ſemblies. And the Roman Church did Separate her ſelf from our Fathers, by ws: 
of Retrenching ; for ſhe Anathematized them in the Council of Trent. An 
both theſe Separations were very Unjuſt and very Criminal, becauſe both i 
one and the other they divided from that Party that profeſſed Truth and Godh 
wy and that they Separated to caſt themſelves into Error and Ungoe 
ineſs. | 
It is not only the Separation of Hereticks and Idolaters, which is Unju 
and Criminal; that of the Schiſmaticks is alſo guilty, whether they brea 
the Bonds of the Communion with all the reſt of the Church, or only = ſor 
. B 2 | UICt 
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e eſſential part of Religion: 
Such was the Separation of the Novatifts, who in the bottom retaining the 
- whole Eſſence of Faith, and of Piety, did ſeparate themlielves 
r. Hit. Eccl. from the Body of the Catholick Church, becauſe it received to 
, iv. cap. 28. its Communion, and to its Peace, thoſe that were fa!len during 
the Perſecution ; and did admit to the particip.tion of the 
bly Communion thoſe who had ſinned after Baptiſm, and afterwards expreſied a 
pentance of their Errors, For, not to ſay here that the Catholicks were in 
e right in the Concluſion, that was but a diſpute of Diſcipline, which conſe= 
zensly touched not the eflential part of Chriſtianity. 
Such alſo was the Separation of the Donatis, who abandon'd the Society of 


ig. Ep. 43. ad of which they accusd Cecilianus, Biſhop. of Carthage, or thoſe 


them in divers places. 


ming the Uzity of the Church, -. We ſhall ſee in another Letter, if ic pleaſes the 
prd, what has been both jthe Dotrin and-practice ef the primitive Church on 
at; and will examin, at the fame time, of what Nature that Separation is, 
hich parts your Church j whether it is Lagitimate, or Unjuſt, In the mean 
mewe ſhall pray to'Gad, with Fervency, to return to 1t his peace. We are, in 
I ſincerity, our Dearly Beloved Brethren, 


A— Jan. 1. & Your moſt humble, and moſt obedient, 
168; 


- -The SECOND LETTER to. the ſame. 


 Dearly Beloved Brethren, 


been the Doctrin and the practice of the primitive Church, in regard of the 
dint of Unity, To acquit our ſelves of our promiſe, we ſhall now ſay, That 
he Biſhops of the Firſt Ages had rightly apprehended the difference there is be- 
wixt a lawiul Separation, and an unjuſt ; And. that they believ?4 confor- 
dably to St. Parl,, That they ought-to ſeparate for Capital Errors, ſuch as over- 
urned the Foundation of Chriſtian Religion ; but that the Bonds cf Commus- 
ion were not to be broken, nor for ind.ycrent Things, nor for ſlight Errors,nor 
or ſuch practices which didnot deitroy the ground of piety. 
, Thoſe holy Biſhops did provovnce thetr Adnathema”s againſt the Heretichs, they 
ould hold n2 Qominunion wich t0m 1 but they did not ſeparate themſelves 
| from 


aucch, or ſome particular perſon, about indifferent things, ſuch as make not u. 


the ſame Catholicks, under pretence of ſome perſonal Faults,: 


nc, & alibi. from whomhe had received the Epiſcopal Ocrdination ; whict. 
ir. | Accuſations they. could never prove, as St. Anſtiz reproches- 


Such, in Fine, has been the Separation of divers other Sects, which,from time to - 
me, have rent the Church by their Schiſias, under vain and ridiculous pretences. 
We have now ſeen, Deayly Beloved Brethrer, what St. Panl*s Doctrin was con- + 


And moſt affettionate Bretbren in the Lord, | 


"A T the latter end of our Firſt Letter, we did engage to fhew in this, what h2s 
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from their Collegues about Queſtions which concern'd not the Eſſence of Chri 
ſtianity. 

St. Cyprian, for-Example, had ſuch an horror againſt Herericks, that, far from 
having any Communion'with them, while they perſiſted in their Hereſie, he recei- 
ved them not to his Communion, when they converted themſelyes, but after he 
had Re-baptiz*d them. He pretended, that the Herericks being out of the Church 
they could have nothing in .common with it, and that conſe- 
quently they had no real Baptiſm. 7f tbe Hereticks are in the Cyprian Ep. q2 
Church, and embrace its Intereſts, ſaid he, in that Letter which ad Fab. | 
he did write on that purpoſe to Fubiann, They may make uſe of | 
ts Baptiſm, and of the other Benefits that it hes received: But if they are not in th 
Church, and that on the contrary they conſpire againſt it, How can they baptize with the 
Church Baptiſm? But, in the mean time, that great Min did rot believe that h 
was to ſeparate from ſuch who in the ſame point were of another Opigion than 
he was, and who follow'd another practice than his, and he al- 
ways remained united in Communion with them: - -This is my - Ibid. 
dearly beloved Bretber,faid he to the ſame Fubianu,who had con- 
ſulted him on that point, What we have thought we foe anſwer you,according to ou 
Teakreſs ; not that we pretend for this to preſcribe : any thing to any per ſor, nor hinde; 
any Biſhops from doing what he ſhall judg fit, ſeeing he is Maſter of his ations. Fora, 
far as in mlies, we ſhall bave. xo diſpute on that with our Collegwes tl.e Biſhops,with who 
we deftre to live always in peace and unity, according to the Command of the Lord, &c. 

The great and holy Biſhopdid preſerye that Spirit of Union and Peace, aftet 
he had been ill treated by Srepher Biſhop.of Rowe. This had Ex- 
communicated him, - - becaute. of his Opinion concerning re- Epi/#. Firmil. as 
peating the Baptiſm of Hereticks, as F5--ilians Biſhop of Ce- Cypr. inter Epiſt 
farea, who had ſeen the Letter which Srepher had writ on that Cypr. Epiſt. 74. 
Subject to St.-Cyprian, ſays poſitively ;- and, as it ſeems, one 
might alſo infer fo much from ſome of St. Cypriar's own words, or. at leaſt, 
had threatned to excommunicate him, if he renounced not bis Opinion, and hi 
Practice, as ſome will kave it. - Yet thus St. Cyprian ſpoke to the other Biſhop! 
of Africa his Collegues, in a Council, which he had cauſed to 
allemble at Cartvage, to examin that point. What remain: tobe Conc, Cart. 
done, ſaid he to them, is, that we ſpake our minas each of us 0n that Bapt. Heret. 1 
point, condemning no hody, and excommunicating no perſon, for that in Ep. Cypr. 
SubjeGt, tho? he were of another Opinion : For none of” us eſt ublijles | 
himſelf the Biſhop of Biſhops, and p: etends not to conſtrain Tyran- Bar. Ann, A 
rically his Colleg ues to obey. - In which words Ba: onix has right= 250. F. 42, 
Iy obſerv*d, that he ſpoke of S:epher, tho? he nanvd. him nor. 

St. Cyprian did love Peace and Union with ſo much Fervency, he had ſuch a de 
teſtation for Schiſm, that he confounded the Schiſmaticks with the moſt abo 
nable Hereticks, ſuch as were the MMarcionies, and the YValentinigns, He did no 
only equally reject the Baptiſm of the one and the other, but ne equally exclude 
them from Heaven, teching that a perſon who died in Schiin. could pretec.d 
no ſhare of Salvation no more than the Hereticks: A cruel Opinion, and whic 
Jl agreed with that Charity with which this holy Martyr was poſleſſed. 

_ B 
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But if that extreme Rigor is nok to be approved of, with which St. Cyprian did 
ondemn all Schiſmaticks to Everlaſting Fire z we mult not, however, refuſe him 

| © thoſe praiſes which he has deſerved, by that ſtrong Inclination . 
ug. Epiſt. 438, which he hes had for Unity. It is for 'that Sc. Aſtin praiſes | 
d Vinc. him, in divers places of his Works, againſt the Do2riſts, He | 
| even maintains, that that Charity which St. Cyprian had fl:ew?d | 
z remaining in Unity with thoſe that were not of his Opinion, had blotted ont | 
hat Spot which he had contracted by his Error, ccnſerving the Baptiſm of - Here- | 
cks, and of Schiſmaticks. 

It is true that St. Auſtin has ſtretch*d too far the Idea of Unity, as well as St. 
yprian, Excluding, like him, the Sch:/maricks from Salvation. That hinders not, 
ue thoſe praiſes which he allow*d to St. Eyprian's Inclination for UVniry, were | 
ery juſtly grounded ; and that they were both right, to recommend it with | 
eat Care, and to look on Schiſm as a moſt horrid Crime. 

St. Ireneus had been before them of rhe ſame Mind, as he expreſs?d it, on the 
count of the Difference which was riſen inthe Church, on the Day in which 
the Feaſt of Eaſter was to be Obſzrvd : The Church of Aſia 
uſeb. Hiſt. Ec- did Celebrate it the fame Day that the Fews did, namely the | 
Lib. 5. Cap. Fourteenth of the foo ; and the greateſt part of the other | 
© - Churches did Obſerve it but on the Swrday, as we Obſerve it | 
| {till to this Day. - On this Point, which was but a Point of | 
iſcipline, Yi&er Biſhop of' Kome did carry himſelf to that Extremity, tro E:- | 
mmunicate all the Churches of 4/ia, and thoſe of the Neighbouring Uo +. 

, becauſe they refus?d to Conform themſelves to the Praftice of thar of 5. -:-, 
nt St. Irene being advertis'd thereof, Writ to him in the Name of #h- B*Nnps 
"the Gaules, a Letter of which Exſebiza has preſery%d us ſome Fragments, in 
hich after having declard, that he was of the ſame Mind with /1&-r - he Con- 
mn*d his Paſſion with much liberty, and ſtrangely repreſented to him, thar for 
teſtions of- that Nature, the Bonds of Communion were not tobe broken, 
dr the Peace of the Church to be diſturb?d, 
£ There were divers other Biſhops which approy?d not of 75+ 
aors Deſign no more than St. Jrenens did, and who Writ to 
him after the ſame manner that he had done, to Exhort hin 
Peace and Unity, and to-Charity, towards his Neighbour. 

But that which proves better yet, the Unanimous Conſent of the Primitive , 

durch in that Opinion, that no Separation was to be on ſlight Differences ; are 

ſe Examples which were alledg*d by St. Irenexrs, in that ſame Letter to Yi&or 

ſhew him, his Conduct was oppoſite to what had always been practiied in the 
Church, he repreſented to him, that there was not only Diffe- 

jd. rence on the account of the Day on which the Feaſt of Eſter 

: was to be kept, but even alſo on the Form of the Faſt which 

as to be Obſerv'd before that Feaſt ; that ſome Believ*d they were not to 

ſt but one Day only ; others, that they were to Faſt Two Days ; and ſome 

ers, longer ; that there were ſome alſo which Faſted full Forty Hours rOge- | 

r, comprehending the Hours of the Night and of the Day. That chis Diſfe- 

ace of Cuſtoms in the Obſervation of: that Faſt was not produc*d in their Days ; 
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that it had long ſince began amongſt their Anceſtors : But that however Pe: 
had always been Obſerryd, as it was ſtill Preſcrv*d, in that reſpe&. Aſter t 
he Nam'd to Yi&or divers of his Predeceſſors, whoſe Conducts had been effect 
ally very different from his. He mention'd to him Anicerus, Pins, Hygin, Tel 
phoyas, and Xiſtus, all Biſhops of Rome, who not keeping the Feaſt of Eafer, « 
the ſame Day the Churches of 4a did, and even not permitting thoſe who li 
under their Miniſtry to Celebrate it that Day ;,-did not however abſtain fromr 
ceiving into- their Communion thoſe Perſons of thoſe Churches which were 
Fore ; tho? they did Celebratethat Feaſt after their own manner.and that this 
to appear zhe more ſtrange, becauſe it was done in the midſt of a People whi 
follow'd another Cuſtom. And he added, that St. Polycarpus, Biſhop of Sm 
24 in Aſia, being gone to Rome, In Aricerus*s time, tho? thoſe Two Biſhops 4 
berwixt them ſome ſlight Differences on other accounts, they preſently gare 
one another mutually the Kiſs of Peace; not much conteſting on the point 
the Day in which to Obſerve the Eaſter Feaſt; that they Communicated tog 
ther ; and that 4nicerus, to Honour Polycarpxs, would have this laſt co Con 
crate the Zucharift, That in fine, they parted from one another in a perfect got 
Intelligence, preſerving the Peace and the Communion of all the Church, nc 
witkſt2ncing the difference of their Cuſtoms, 
Sscrates.. who relates the ſame Hiſtory of the Diſpute of /5- 
For with the Churches of Afia, takes occafion from thence Soer. Hiſt. E 
to ſpeak of divers Cuſtoms and Ceremonies which were ob- Lb. 5. Cap. 
ſery*d in certain Churches, and which were not obſerv?d in | | 
others, or that were variouſly obſerv'd, according to the diverfity of plac 
He makes a long Enumeration of them, and obſerves that ſome of thoſe par 
cular Cnſtoms were of very Ancient ſtanding. He ſays in general, that tho? t 
particular Churches had the ſame thour hs of God, they all had different Ceremoni 
and that thoſe who had one and the ſame Faith, had not the ſame Cuſtom. A 
adds, That in that great diverſity of Cuſtoms, and of Ceremonies, none bei 
able to alledg any Precept from Scripture to ſupport theirs; it ſhew?d the Ap 
ftles had left to every one the l:berty to follow that which they lik*d beſt. 
Wecan then ſay with aſſirance, That all the primitive Church have heen 
that mind, that the Bonds of Commuaion were not to be broken, nor for inc 
ferent Points, nor for Opinions, nor Practices, which deſtroy?d not-the Eſſence 
Chriſtianity; and that above all, there has been always allow?d a great libe 
as to Cuſtoms and Ceremonies, of which the Scriptures make no mention. | 
If that from the fiiſt Apes there have been ſome Biſhops of Rome who hz 
diſturb'd the peace of the Church for ſuch like things,it was doubtleſs becauſe 
the Ambition and Pride which were to be one day the two Coloms of the Riz 
of Antichriſt began to flide into their Chairs But their Conduct was not appr 
ved of, and they were reprov*d for it by the Biſhops their Collegues, as we he 
ſeen it in Yor, . 
And if there was ſome other particular Schi/m,as that which 
was in the Church of Artioch, on the account of elerins,with 1b.1. 2.c. 44. 
whom the other Biſhops would have no Communion,all Ortho- 
dox, and all Confeſſor as he was,becauſe he had received the Ordination among 
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he Arrians. The reaſon was, that the Church at all times has had its defedts, 
d itz#imperfetions ; and that it has always been ſubject tothoſe Diſorders 
tich might be caus?d by Mer's particular Paſſions, or a miſtaken Zeal, little 
nlightned. But after all, its general and common Practice has been to preſerve 
he Peace and Union amongſt its Members, notwithſtanding the diverſity of their 
dpinions, and of their Cuſtoms, in things which appertain'd not to the Eſlznce 
Chriſtian Religion. — 
It is but ſince that time that Pride has got to its higheſt, pitch, and that the 
earn Church has put into her Head thoſe pretended Privileges of its Tafallibili- 
y, and Sovercign Authority ; that it has carried it ſelf to that exceſs of Raſh- 
oſs, as to pronounce Arathema on all that never-ſo little deviates from its Opi- 
lion, even in the leſs important things. Who could Read without Horror 21! 
hoſe Vain Anathema?s, which it has thrown forth in the Council of T7ex:, with as 
ittle Judgment as Charity ? | 
Let us leave, dearly beloved Brethren,” that Proud Spouſe of Antichriſt, 
Fhoſe haughty Pride equals her Impurity ; let us leave her to ſpend in Vain her 
huniders, without the leaſt Diſcretion, and to throw them without diſtinction 
Mn thoſe who Condeinn her greateft Impieties, - and on thoſe that reject the leaſt 
df her Ceremonies. As for us who are the Children of the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
let us be Animated with his Spirit, which is a Spirit of Charity, If any one 
rill Conteſt with us on things which touch not the Eſſence-of Religion, let us - 
| '. ſay with St. Pal, © that that 15 not our Cuſtom, nor that of the 
Coy, Xi: 16. Churches of God. Let us bear in Charity with one anothers 

fatth. xii, 20. - Weakneſles, in imitation of Chriſt, who quenches not the ſmoak- 
; . © ing Flax, nor breaks the bruiſed Reed. | Let us not Condemn any 
bne lightly, and let us always Live with our Brethren in perfect Union, 
ft. Give us leave, ' dearly beloved Brethren, to Ask you here, Why you Act 
Dtherwtſe in this ? - That Doftrin which we have Eſtabliſh'd, is that of the Pri- 
AMitive Church,: and of the moſt Holy of its Biſhops, of St. Polycarpus, of St. 
news; of St. Cyprian, of St. Aſtin, and of an infinite number of others which 
We name not. -1t is that of St. Payl, it is even that of Chriſt Jeſus. Why do 
you not follow it then? Why are you Separated one from another ? Why Live 
you not all in one and the ſame Communion , as Brethren in one Family ?z Why 
gave you not the ſame Churches, the ſame Aſſemblies , the ſame Paſtors? Is it 
that you Accuſe one another of having Ruin'd, Chriſtian Truthg or Chriſtian 
Piety ? -Is it that you mutually look on one another as Hereticks, or Idola- 
rs * God defend us from Taxing you with ſuch thoughts. | 

- You have all one and the ſame Faith, the ſame Sacraments, the ſame Hope, 
nd the ſame Obje&t of your Worſhip. You all acknowledg the ſame God for 
ather, and the ſame Chriſt Jeſus tor your Saviour. You have all been Bap- 
zed with the ſame Baptiſm, and you all partake of the ſame Euchariſt. You 
{11 Aſpire to the ſame Heavenly Inheritance. You all Worſhip the Father, the 
gon, and the Holy Ghoſt, one only true God Sovereignly Adorable ; and you 
dore-but him alone. You have all equally Renoutc?d Popery.; you all Con- 
gemn its Errors ; you all Abominate its Impieties 5 and you have all the ſame 
xorror for his Tyranny. | | 

| You 
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®Yon both retain Truth and Piety, and your Separation therefore cannot bub 
be ſinful. If there is any thing wanting to you, o«r Dearly Beloved Brethren, it. 18 
Charity, a mutual. Support , and a Brotherly Union. Was it not for want ob 

* Charity, that the Sacred Bonds of Communion have been broken, on the account 
of 2 Form of Ecclefiaſtical Government, of Veſtures and Ornaments,of Cuſtoms 
and Ceremonies, which cannot be conſider?d by ſuch as judge with equity of 
things, not neceſſary, not as impio!s ; in a word, on the account of the cxterior 
part of Religion, which abſolute:y depends on Diſcipline ? Were you for that ta 
ſeparate, to make particular Aſſemblies, to ſet up Altar againſt Altar, to rend in 
pieces not Chriſt his Coat, but his dear Spoulſe, his own Body ? : | 

We ſeek not here which of the two Parties has given occaſion for this Separae, 
tion, and which conſequently is the moſt guilty : But we will tell you, with Free 
dom, Dearly Beloved brethren, it'is almoſt impoſſible but that there has been ſome: 
defect on both ſides. Thoſe who ſeparate themſelves for indifferent things, or. 
which at leaſt are agreeing with the Ground of Religion, doubtleſs do violate. 
Charity ; and thoſe who ſuffer ſucha Separation, rather than to renounce thoſe 
fame indifferent things, but are, however, ſcandalous to.theic Brethren, can+' 
not deny but that they wrong it alſo. We can boldly ſay, that St. Par! has not 
done either the one oc the other. He who made himſelf all things to all; and who, 
proteſted, that 5f fleſh offended his brother, he would never eat fleſh, for fear of offends, 
ing bim, 1 Cor. Ix. 22. 6. viii. 13. | | 
* We mention not thoſe Perſecutions which you have ſuffer'd of one another, 
they- are ObjeCtts fit to be Bury'd in Eternal Oblivion, and that you" 
ought to endeavour to-blot out of your Memories. Let us leaye what is paſg?d, 
and Jet us think of Repairing by a Condw&t quite different of that which we have. 
hitherto kept, thoſe Faults which we have committed, till this preſent. = 

We Conjure you, Dearly Beloved Brethren, by the Bowels of Compaſlions of 
God's Mercy, and by the Blood of Chriſt Jefus, to Reunite your ſelves at laſt in. 

one Communion z ſeeing that notwithſtanding your Separation, you are {till 
United in one Faith, and in one Worſhip, Baniſh from a—_—__ you the Words 
of Conformiſts, and jnmogany 1a - of Epiſcopals, and of Presbyterianss 
Cauſe thoſe Odious Names to be forgotten, - which are the Witneſles of your | 
Schiſm ; and Afpire all to attain and deferve the Glocious:Nameof Chriſti | 
ans by an Union and Charity worthy the true Diſciples of.Chriſt Jeſus. 

Beſides the General Motives which are drawn even from the very Foundation 
of Chriſtianity, and from the Nature of the Church, and which we have touch'd 
upon in this Letter, and in the precedent z there are divers particular:Reaſons 
which ought powerfilly to lead you to Reunion, They ſhall be, if Godpleaſes, 
the Buſineſs of a Third Letter, which we propoſe to Writein fome few Days: - 

Mean time we Wiſh to you that Grace and peace of ont Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are always with all our Hearts, Our Dearly Beloved. Brethren, 


Your moſt Humble and moſt Obedient Servants, and 


: ; | moſt Aﬀettuonate Brothers, *n Chriſt Teſws, N. N. 
A--- the th of 4 F234 | 
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| The THIRD LETTER to the ſame. . 
Owr Dearly Beloved Bret hrey, | 


lige you to Reunite in one Communion, we ſhall only mention the 
Chiefeſt of them, and of greateſt force. 


- 


you ? You have ſeen that dangerous Enemy, who ſeemed not long fince wholly 


-1n which he-had been lurking, attack you boldly, and promiſe to himſelf no+ 
thing lefs than an abſolute Victory ; and ſuddenly to raiſe his: Trophees. on the 
Ruins of your Religion, and all your Liberties. $530 ; 

An Engh(þ Embaſlador was already Reſident at. Rome, - and a Popes Nuntio-in 


England : A Teſuit was crept -into the King's :Privy-Council , who was the 


Hands were depoſited, the Intereſts of the State, the Concerns of Religion, and 


your Lives. The Parliament was no more but a ſhadow. The Arch-Bihops; 
Biſhops, and Inferior Clergy, could no-longer do their Duties in-ſafety : Either. 
E a Suſpenſion, or a Priſon, was the Reward of thoſe-who would betrcue to Chriſt; 
t Maſs was openly faid in London, Chappels, . Churches, : and: Monaſteries, werg 


Monks of all ſorts, Declarations were Publiſhd for the: Subverſion of your 
* moſt Solemn and Sacred Laws, and: to entirely Eſtabliſh the Roman Religi- 
g en. In ſhort, if things had gone a little longer in the ſame Road , you might 
y have rouey to Erglangs Liberty, and to the Proteſtant Religion: in thas 
| Kingdom. by | | | AA... 
g- -- Was not-2ll that the fruit of your-Diviſton ?-- Had:your Enemies ever thought 
8. to attempt ſuch things, - if they had ſeen you firmly United ?- - Durſt they have 
you were, [they imagin'd that it was cafie to ſuppreſs you; and that they might at+ 
teioprall things -unpuniſh'd... | | 


j 
| + Fothatpurpoſe they themſelves did caſt Oil intothe- Fire, -which,was but too 
Fl 
f 


$ muchkindied already-fully perſuaded of this Oracle of Chriſt, That every X;ngy 
i dom divided againſt it ſelf14 brought to nong ht, and-every Ciry or Houſe divided againſt 
* 3 /clf ſhall not ſtand, ' Matth. xii. 25. _ They fomented [your Diviſions with all 
= might, to get the means of deſtroying you more certainly, and with more 
eale. : 3.5 | ND 

What Springs did they not ſet in motion, what Arts did they not employ, to 
increaſg-your Animoſities.? Sometimes they Caurted the. Biſhops, and ſometimes 
the Presbyterians, they: flatter'd their Paſſions by gyrns. Sometimes they ſtir*d up 


E ſhall not produce to you all the particulars which ought:to' obs 


f* Shall it be neceſſary to tell you, That yourDivifion has been ready: toRuin bottr - 
Parties of. you ? You know this already. Have you not ſeen your ſelves on the . 
wyery brink of Deſtru&tion? What great progreſs had Poperyalready-done amongſt - 


{fuppreſs'd in England, begin to raiſe up his Head again; come out-of. that obſcuri= - 


{great Wheel of all the Actions of-- the Court, Ye were already. diveſted of 
all your Employments and Offices, to adern the Papiſts with them: - And in their - 


a1your particular Aﬀairs ; your Wealth, yeur Liberty, your Honour, and even þ. 


E were publickly Erected ; - where there reſorted 'whole-Swarms-of: Priefts and 
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| undertaken it; though they had-had fuch thoughts? Bur ſeeing you divided as - 
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the Biſhops Zeal to the Conformity of the Publick Wotſhip; and ſometime 
they inflam d the Presbytcrians Deſires for Liberty of Conſcience, They laic 
Bates for all, to infenfibly engage them in the Court's Deſigns. Sometimes the; 
urg'd on the Biſhops to Perſecute the Presbyterians ; and ſometimes again, they 
manag?d the tormented Minds of the Presbyterians in oppoſition to the Biſhop! 
In a word, they-omitted nothing to animate you more and more one againſt anc 
ther, and to make you all concur to their own deſtruQion, \ 
Thoſe Arts had ſucceeded ſo well with them, that they could undertake al 
things without danger ; in truth they did attempt all, and under the ſhelter © 
your Diviſions their Enterprizes had almoſt always their wiſh'd for ſucceſs, - 
Already, from all parts, Englazd was look*d upon as a Kingdom deprived c 
its Liberty, and not only ſubmitted to an Arbitrary Power, and to an Abſolut 
Authority, that is, to all the Humours of the King, and of his Council, but te 
the Tyranny of Popery alſo. All Emrope was in a Maze at it. Rome and it: 
Abettors were already preparing their ſolemn Rejoicing. The Reformed Chure 
e3 did tremble at it, - and beholding you on the Edg of the Precipice; they al 
fear*d being involv'd in your Ruin. | 
Is not this, our Dearly Beloved Brethren, a powerful Motive to lead you t 
Reunion and Peace ? Your Diviſions have been on the point of Deſtroying yo 
Ought-you-not then to Reunite your ſelyes, for fear of falling once again in th 
like dangers ? ? : | 
- When a Kingdom is divided into divers Factions, and that it tears it ſelf i 
pieces with its own Hands, there is nothing more eaſie than to overcome it. -- 
1s the ſame with the Church while it is divided into Schiſm, her Enemies eafil 
'Tryumph over her Weakneſs. And God on his part, to puniſh her for havin 
oppreſsd Charity, does abandon her to the Cruelty of her Enemies, and permit 
them toRifle her. The Ancient Churches of Africa are Remarkable Example 
of this; ' After the Schiſm of the Donarits had exerciz?'d its ob 
Furies apainſt them, during divers Ages, God at laft deliver”d 8. Vit. dep 
up that Country to the Yardals, a Cruel and Barbarous Na. Afi. By 
tion, infeted with Arriam/m, . and permitted, that under 
their Cruelties, thoſe poor Churches did ſuffer the moſt horcid Perſecution us 
which the Churches had ever been expogd. | 
God has not dealt ſo with you, our Dearly Beloy*d Brethren. He has nc 
wholly abandon'd you to the Fury of Popery : But without laying on the Blo 
he has been ſatisfied only to ſhew you the Rods, tolet you ſee what you may fe: 
from his Anger if you continue to Vex him by your Diviſions. Flatter not. you 
ſelves, It is a Dreadful Thing to fall into the Hands of the Living God, Heb x, 3 
And Chriſt tells you this Day, as he formerly ſaid to the Church at Epheſra, 
have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou bas left thy firſt Charity. Remember ther 
fore from whence thou art fallen, and repeat and ao the firſt Works, or elſe I'will co 
againſt thee ſhortly, and will remove thy Candleftick, out of its place, except t 
«mend, Revel. xl. 45. Caſt your Eyes 0a our Waſted Churches of France, 1c 
with what ſeverity the Lord has treated them. They. were not divided wit 
Schiſin : Yet becauſe they had abugd Charity in divers other ways, .and that the 
were not Converted at his Word: he has you chem in his Juſt Vengeance, | 
2 | h 
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Has taken from them his 100m Candleſtick,: he has depriy'dthem from the Mi- 
"iſtery of his Word, het 
teftheMould treat you with the fame Rigour. he has treated us; | if you remain 
mpenitent as we were, You know that he ſpared not your Fathers, under the 
Reign of - Mary : Have a Care leſt he Puniſh you as he did them. He is ever in- 
fAntely Jaſt: And we cannot ſhelter our ſelves from: his-Juſtice but by a ſerious 
-Onverſion, | MET 
To the Conſideration: of his Juſtice, join that of his Mercy. Reuanite your 
elves; Dearly Beloved Brethren, to ſhew him your Gratitude for that Miracu- 
lons Deliverance which he has Jately granted you, at the ſame time that you 
ould hot but think your ſelves loſt, paſt all Redemption. TH. 
" Repreſent to your ſelves England in the Condition ſhe was but ſome Months. 
Ince; She beheld on the Throne a Popiſh King, a great Zealot, who. entirely 
bandon*d himſelf to the Will of a fugjous Jeſuit, and of an Imprudent Coun. 
i}, both Bigot, and ill deſigning ; on the other Hand, an Ambitious King, 
yho inpatiently bore with the Juſt Limits the Laws ſet: to his Authority; a 
aughty King, Fearleſs,and Undertaking,who would be Obey*din all things, and 
who found nothing difficult. It ſaw terrible Breaches madein its Laws, which are 
$ theBulwarks of its Liberty and Religion. It did ſee the Parliamentary Autho- 
ity AnnulPd, the Liberty of the Clergy oppreſs?d, the Peoplediveſted of thei. 
Privileges, It did ſee Right and Juſtice over-turn'd in a Thouſand ways, the - 
| <r mid of the Proteſtant Religion undermin*d, and the: Roman Religron re-- 
'Tt beheld all his, . and was forc'd to bear it. Of which ſide-foever it caſt-its 
Ye s$, it diſcoyer'{ nothing from whence it-could expect Relief, nothing but 
hat foretold'to it the laſt of Evils. On- the one fide Popery did grow Daily 
dre fierce, and more dreadful, and puffed up with thoſe progreſſes which. it had 
nade of late, it endeavour'd Daily to go on. Aſter it-had:Ruin*d the Reformed 
witches of Fra7ce, and of the Vallies of Premont-;. it labour?d inceſſantly to 
nin the Reformationof all Exrope. On the other ſide the Proteſtant Princes- 
nd States were not ſufficiently United, and ſome of them had pecadveature ſuſ- 
feficy of Zeal to undertake to reſiſt thoſe Attempts. And having ſeen the 
ench Churches Periſh before their Eyes, without making one Motion towards. 
' 1 en. it is probable, that they would let thoſe of Emgland 
riſh alſo. | | 

If in this Extremity in which England ſees.it ſelf Reduc'd, it carries its thought 
 thefurure; if turning them towards the Princes and Princeſiles of the Royal 
lod, fAlatterS it ſelf with-the hopes, that a Change of Reign may produce fome 
hange in the Government, and in the Aﬀairs ; that budding Hope will ſoon be 
laſted. Fo go on with the Tragedy, there is brought on the Stage, by the 
eans of divers'Machines, a Prince of W:/cs, who tho? but a Child, does never- 
eleſs Threaten it with an Eternal'Slavery. | | 
[But who would have thought, that at the ſame Moment England as in that de- 
orable Condition, it touch'd with its Fingers end the very iaitant of its Deli- 
2:2, Fet vs Worſhip, Dearly Beloved Brethren, with a profound Humili- 

_ the+ Wiſe Proyidence,. which needs but to blow on the deſigns of Men, to. 


has reduced them to the extreameſt Deſolation, Fear, 
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Reduce them to-Smoak ; 'arid-which by a Thowfand concealed Springs dlwayse 
ducts the Events to that yery end, which it-has propoſed ; and which turns w! 
it pleaſesto the-good and advantage of its Church, the Direful Plots of its E 
mies. Can it be donbted, bur thar this is the Finger of God ? A Blow of 
Adorable Hand ? Exed. viii. 19. Let us ſtndy well his Conduct, let us conf 
it with Attention, and we ſhall perceive, that long ſince his Providence had x 
par*d theſe things to. bring them to that point in which we ſee them. | 
Of the Generous Blood of Naſſaz, and of the Blood Royal of Znglaud, 
frames a Prigce, who'no ſooner begins to appear in the World, but he draws 
him .the-Eyes and. Admiration of all the Earth. He abundantly Enriches- 
with all the Virtnes which make up a Chriſtian, and an Hero. He places h 
in ſpight of alt his-Enemies at the Head'of a Powerful Repablick : But he pla 
him there, at:ſuel-a time, when that Republick is Zaraſsgd with a War, 
almoſt overcome - by the Arms of-a pottnt Strangerz and he fo Orders-thing 
that in a ſhort time it owes to him its Safety and Deliverance, ##& gives him- 
Wife a Princeſs Worthy of himz a Princeſs who is one Day to ſucceed, bo 
to the Crown 'of England; and to thoſe of Scotland and Hreland.. | 
Enolard findng itſelf oppreſſed,in the manner we have mention*d,do% caſt 
eys 0: that*greacÞrince andPrinceſs, whomake up allfits conſolation and its he 
They both concern themſelves deeply in her Afflidtions,eſpecially in the Opp 
ſton under which they ſee the Proteſtant Religion, and they would gladly apy 
ſome Remedy to it. But the Confideration which they have for a King, to who 
the Princeſs cwes-her Life, retains them ; and caufes that they are contented t 
repreſent to tis wiajeſty, in a molt reſpectiul manner, the juſt Sorrow they ha 
for what paſſed in #£-9/and ;, and to make him ſome Propoſitions, tending to t 
Re-ctiabliſhm-nt.o; Quiet in his Kingdoms, | | 
God permits that their Propoſitions are not ſo much as heard, and they are 
little conſider?d, that ro'exclude them from the Succeſſion, a pretended Prince 
Wales is ſet-un 2s an Heir'to the Three Crowns, . 
Tha: laſt Attempt, which Popery conſider*d as the chief Maſter-piece of i 
licy and prufence, and which, in effec, ſeen?d as if it would eſtabliſh andcor 
cm it in England, and there make it for ever triumph over the Proteſtant Re 
gion, becomes, by a Miracle of Providence, the Rock againſt which all its Plc 
and Deiigns-ace daſh'd in pieces. '2 
The Prince ——_ F< no longer kept any Meaſures, thinks himſelf obl 
ged to obſerve none of his fide. He ſees rhat art the ſame rime Three Kingdom 
ae taken from the Iiluſtrious Princeis, his Spouſe ; they make an endof oppre! 
ſing, beyond all hopes, the Peoples Liberty, and the Proteſtant Religion. Th 
Reſpect which he preſerved till then for the King , yields at laſt to ſuch gre: 
Conſiderations, that he reſolves to run where Honour and Conſcience call 
him. He frames a Deſign to go and relieve England; and that Commonwealt 
which we have mention'd, defirous to acknowledpe,in ſome meaſure,thoſe-Obliga 
tions It © uy him , lends him Ships and Forces to execute a Project ſo worthy bl 
great Soul. | 
God, who had defign'd him for fo great and glorions an Enterprize, that h 
might ſucceed in itwith more Eaſe, diverts: thoſe Obſtacles-which might oppoſi 
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m.The' King of Fngland could expect noaffiſtance but from the King of Frate, 
pſfe two Kings were ſtrictly united in their Intereſt, they were mutually engag?d 
{a Treaty to att in Coicert,to wholly extinguiſh the Proteſtant-Religion-in Eu- 
pe , and, 0a the other hand, Lens XIV. was no leſs an Enemy to the Prince, 
jan a Friend to the King of England. But France having torn its own Bowels, 
aving extremely weakned itſelf, by thoſe Cruelties which it had exercisd againſt 
je Reformed Religion, is.not now ſo formidable as formerly. Its Neighbours 
p longer fear-it, being reſolved :not to bear the Infultations which: 16 conti- 
vally made over them, they are united together-for their common defence. lt 
teates tO itſelf Enemies all over the Earth, On the one fide, a fmall Republick 
8s a Watch over its Fleet, which might have been employ*d in - oppoſing the 
inces Defigns 3 in lieu of which, it ſpends itſelf on the Coaſts of 4frica. On 
de other, an Eletor of the Empire dyes, to'draw-upon its head 'alt-Zxrope, The 
thapter, who: has Right to name a Succtſlor, is divided in the Election. Two 
rinces concur to the Eleftorſhip : The one is: protected by the Frenxcb'King, the 
her by the Emperor, and the-Pope. This: cauſes ſome'Diſturbances, there are 
Fovocations on eachſide, .Manifeſto's are publiſhed ;-at" laſt it proceeds to an 
pen Rupture, which ſufficiently buſies Frarce , nor to.petmut -it to meddle with 
ze Aﬀairs of. England. is 
' Mean time, this Prince Embarks himſelf-at the head of. a powerful Fleet , he 
appily arcives in. Ergland,heis there received with a thoufand Acclamations, and 
many, Demonſtrations of Joy. 'The Lords, the Magiſtrates,the Nobility,and 
ze. People, behold him:aH :as their Deliverer , and they themſelves lay open to 
um the Gates of Cities; inſtantly-whole Counties declar?d for him. His Army 
pntinually increaſed, as faſt as the King's Army waſted ; and the King perceiv- 
ig himſelf abandon'd by every Body,'is forc'd to yield, and to cauſe the Convo- 
ation of a Free Parliament to be publiſd ; 2nd, not long after, abſents himfelf, 
ad ſecks for a Retreat in France, Finally, the Heavens are ſo propitious to the 
_ _ he executes his Enterprize with ſuch an Eaſe, as it may be never had 
N EXAMPIC, - f 

Where are thoſe prophane perſons that dare to deny Providence? Can they be 
d blind, as not to ſee it act in this important Occaſion ? | 

Blefled be fur ever the Almighty God, for having watch*d for you during your 
cep ; for having ſav'd you,witen all things ſeem'd to conſpire your Ruin! What 
knowtedgments ought you to have, and to expreſs to him for it ! What thank(- 
iving ought you torender him / With what Zeal ought you to publiſh theſe 
ronderful Things which he has done for your Deliverance ! With what Arden- 
y, with.what Devotion ought you to require of him, that he would himfelf finiſh 
zat great Work which he has ſo happily began ! 
- But to give him yer greater and more 'fenſible marks of your juſt Acknow- 
edgments, and oblige him to fix more and more in England,the Aut hority oi the 
ws, the Quiet and Liberty of the People, and the Proteſtant Religion ; it is 
eceſſary, Dearly Beloved Brethren, that you hereafter avoid to diſpleaſe and of- 
nd him; and that by your Converfation,you cauſe him to let fall from his hands 
hoſe Rods which he had already taken up to chaſtiſe you. Turn to him there- 
vre with all your hearts, and your Schiſm being , doubtleſs, one of thoſe Sins 
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which had the moſt contributed to the kindling of his Anger againſt you, reuni 
your Selyes al] together,and cauſe the external peace which you already begin 
enjoy by his infinite mercy, to be accompanzed with the inward peace ot ye 
Church. Thus did the Ex/ferz Churches under the Emperor | 
Gallus. They were divided by the Schiſm of the Novarians, and Ep. Dio. Alc. 
that Diviſion continu'd ſo long as they were perſecuted; but no Ezu/eb.Hift, E 
fooner was the perſecution ended, that they all reunited one ib. w1i. cap. 5. 
with another, as we learn it by a Letter from Denis Biſhop of | 
Alexandria, Do the ſame at this preſent,while the Parliament ſhall labour in £ 
| Re-eſtabliſhment of the Laws, of Juſtice, and of good Order in the State ; | 
bour all unaimouſly to re-eſtabliſh the peace of the SanCtuary, and never gre 
weary, till you have effeCtually perform'd it. Give that Joy to the Church, whi 
has groaned long fince, to ſee itſelf torn by ſo many Schifms , and which cann 
receiye-2-greater-Conſolation in the midſt of the perſecution which ſhe ſuffe 
from her Enemies, than to ſee all her Children reunited together in the Sacr 
Bonds of Charity and Peace, Your Reunion will be, perhaps, an Example | 
which God may make uſe to-diſpoſe- all 'the Proteſtants in Exrope to unite al 
in one Body; and in one Communion. - What an happineſs would it not be, if y 
could fee-not-only in England, the Prevby:erians reunited with the Biſhops ,- buts 
Germany-alſo,the Lutherans joiwd to the Reformed, all the Proteſtants,in a wot 
reunited one with another, making no longer but ee flock., as they haveall b 
one Shepherd. Then we might ſay with confidence, that God were entirely app 
ſed with his Church,and that he were preparing himſelf to. make her triumph ov 
all her 'Enemies. May the Heavens let us ſee ſuch happy days / But-if the ti 
of the general Peace of the Church is not-yet: come, may the God of Peace gi 
inthe mean-time that Pezce.to the Church of England; and after he has given 
may he preſerve it to her throughout all Ages to the laſt Poſterity. We are, wi 
all our heart, Our Dearly Beloved Brethren, ; 
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The Fifth Letter to the Presbyrerians of ENGLAND. 


Dearly Beloved Brethren, 


p | 7 Hough in the Three Letters which we have writ to the Prateftints of Fnglazd in gene 
We have alledged divers Reaſons, which appear'd to us ſutficiently Rtrong, to bring y 

all.td a Reunion, We yet have thought it would nor be in vain re exhort you to It In particuls 
Thar which we have to ſay, onght not to be ſiſpected by you , in thoſe Differences wh 
yeu have with the Biſhops, we wholly fide with you; and chat Diſcipline nnder which we 1 
iN" Fronce, is preciſely the ſam? which you wonld hare eftabliſh'd in Exglaud. There wasamor 
vs neither Archbiſhops, nor Biſhops. There was no Sobordinarion, nor Supremacy,amongft 
Paſtors; they all pofſeſt rhe ſame Miniftery, in a perfeQ Equalizy. Their Habits were plaina 
modeſt, it was ſo with the publick Services of our Churches ; there cannor be obſery'd a grea 
Plainneſs, than that we obſerv'd in ir, We had no magnificent Churches, Ornaments,ner Ce: 
monies. There could be nothing obferv'd in ovr Afﬀſemblies of Piety , which relifh'd of « 
vain Pomp of Fopery : And we can ſay with Confidence, that either in our SermeBs , in « 
Prayers,or in our ordinsry Pſalms ; in the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, or of Faſts, 
þxd not retzin'd the Jeaft hadowof Roman Superſtition. This was nor only our Praftice,but 
believe that ſuch a PraRtice is moſt worthy of the plainceſs of the Goſpel. 
| | forme wbich ixt Your Sentiments and gurs, gives us to hope, Dearly 2 
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1bres, will receive wich feyourable Difpoſitione, thoſe Advices which we have. t: 
" $a BY phony whe leaſt, that you-willnor take them in 11] pert; and, inthis thavhune 
I give you our Opinions with a Bratherly Freedom, T3, "07 
e ſhall firſt Obſerve in general, thar there 1s a real Schiſm in Eng/and, You, 
7e not there one with another under the ſame Miniſtery. You Aſlemble not in, 
> fame Churches, You partake not of the fame Table ; in a Word, you en- 
tain rot. amongſt you that Communion of the Saints, which ſhould moſt ſtrict- 
bind together all the Members of Chriſt Jeſus?s Body. 
If you Liv'd in different Kingdoms, if you did not acknowledg the ſame Laws, 
the ſame Sovereigns, it would not be ſtrange you had not the ſame Miniſtery, 
the.ſame Ceremonies? And provided that according to occaſions, you re- 
*"d one another Muiually to each others Communion ; the difference of your 
toms would not render you guilty of Schiſm. Thus did the Eafterr and 
ſtern Churches formerly do, they kept a Communion one with another, not- 
tanding their vaſt diſtance of place, and difference of Cuſtoms. Thus the 
75h Church, and the Reformec Churches of Fravce, had Communion alſo. 
with another, - before the Ruin of this laſt. They kad neither the Eccleſi- 
ick Government, nor the ſame Ceremonies : Yet the French Proteſtants which 
te in England were receiv'd without any difficulty to the Communion of the 
wizh Church, and they made no Scrupleon:their part to Communicate with it. 
1d the Members of the Engliſh Church which were in France were there receivd 
b to the Communion of the-Retormed Churches, and they Scrupled not to 
umn icate with them. | | | 
But: it is not the ſame between the Epiſcopal Church and the Presbyterians. 
all Live in the ſame-Kingdom, in the ſame Cities, and ſometimes in the ſame 
uſes, you all own the Sovereign Authority, the ſame Magiſtrates, the ſame 
wws: Ina Word, ye are United together by all the Ties of the Civil Society x 
Wt you Form Twodiſtin&t Bodies, inregard of Religion; and if you ſay not to - 
another expreſly Anatheme, yet you have no Communion together. What 
n be calld a Schifin if that is not one ? | ” 
We pretend not to ſtep back to the Spring of this Schiſm, to diſcover which 
tthe Two Churches, either the Epiſcopal, or the Presbyterian, is guilty. The 
ſineſs is not to ſeck after the Sword, or the Arm that made the Wound, but to 
id out a Remedy, and to Cure it. | 
All England might be Reduc*d into One Communion by Three different Means. 
he Firſt would be, That the Biſhops viould Diveſt themſelves of their Digni- 
and make themſelves equal to the other Miniſters ; and that the Epiſcopal: 
aurch Renoune'd all that Exterior Shew which offends the Presbyterians, and 
t they wholly Conform'd to their Diſcipline, The Second, That the Presby- 
tian Church ſhould Range it ſelf under the Epiſcopal, and receive all the Cu- 
bms and Ceremonies of the Epiſcopal Church, without any alteration. And 
e Laſt, That both the Churches ſhould Relinquiſh ſonechingeachof their part, 
id draw near to one another. We muft now Examine, by which of theſe 
bree ways we muſt endeavor to attain to a Reunion, 
As to the Firſt, There is no likelihood that it ſhould be follow*d ; and 
> ſhall not forbear to teil you, Our Dearly Beloved Brethren, that you 
ould not be Reaſonable , ſhould you Require that the Epiſcopal Church 
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ſhould wholly conform to the praftice .of the Presbyterians. Conſider that. 
the Epiſcopal Church has on her fide Poſle{lton and the Laws; of one ſide ſhe - 
is generally received in all the-Countreys, and in all the Cities of England, it. 
Polleſles there all the Churches and all the Pulpits; and onthe. other it is- not. 
only the predominant Church, but the only eſtabliſhed Church, and ſupported 
by the authority of the. Laws. By what right could you pretend to diſturb it. 
in its poſſeſſion ? or to require, that to give you fatisfaftion, ſhe ſhould re-- 
nounce freely all thoſe Priviledges which ſhe enjoys under ſo lawful an Autho- 
rity ? You ought to reſt ſatisfied, that on the contrary , ſhe has power to 
maintain her felf in that poſſeſſion in which ſhe is, and which is authoriſed by 
the ſolemn Laws of the Kingdom. | ; 

But that you ſhould not think we allow a too great authority to Poſſtſlion 
and to the Laws over Religion, It is neceſlary we ſhould clear to you our con- 
ceptions on that point. 

Firſt, we confeſs that as to the ground of Religion, neither Poſſeſſion nor; 
Laws are any thing to it, and that they can give no Right or Prerogatives to 
an Heretick or idolatrous Church to remain .in its Hereſy or Idolatry. The 
Poſſeſſion. protects neither Error nor Crime, and. the Humane Laws can no 
more authoriſe what the Divine Laws forbid. In vain did the Roman Church: » : 
alledge her Poſſtſlion. to the Reformers ; that: Poſſeſſion did not authoriſe her -- 
Errors nor her Superſtitions; and in vain it is, that the-Princes-of her Com- 
munion pretend to authoriſe their Religion by their Laws: all thoſe Laws: 
have no force againſt thoſe Divine Laws which condemn it. If therefore. the - 
Epiſcopal Church was Heretical or Idolatrous, ſhe might alledge- as long as 
ſhe pleas'd the Poſſeſſion and the Laws, ſhe ſhould not for that be the leſs © * 
obliged to renounce her errors or her impieties. Es, If 

Secondly , as to what regards the external Diſcipline of the Church, we 
farther own two things ; the one , that it can receive. divers alterations, ac- 
cording to the variety of times, of places, and of occurrences: Fhe other, - 
that it belongs to the Church itſelf to make the regulation, rather -than to 
the Sovereigas, .in quality of Sovereigns. | | 

But after this conceſſion which we have made you, moſt on your part, Dear- 
ly beloved Brethren, agree with us in theſe following points. | 

The Firſt is, that nothing is to be alter'd lightly in an already eſtabliſhed 
Religion , not eyen in regard of the exterior ; though the Regularities of 
Diſcipline are not perpetual , one: ought not to touch them without great 
neceſſity. Such alterations may icandalize weak conſciences ;z they are like- 
wiſe ſubjeC& to divers other inconveniences, at leaſt when they cannot be made 
without noiſe. 

The Second is, that one ought to avoid above all, as much as poſſible, to 
make any alteration in the outward part of Religion, when opce it 'is autho- 
riſed by. Law thovgh it properly belongs to the Church rather than to the 
Sovereigns to regulate the Diſcipline, and the out-ſide of Religion, as we 
have already ſaid, it is ſometimes neceſſary , that the Sovereigns ſhould 
meddle in it : and the Churches ought to have ſo much reſpect mw thoſe 
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Powers to whom it has pleaſed God to ſubject- it, as t6 religiouſly ſubmit to 
their Laws, fo long as they offend not the conſtience, and that they are not 
contrary to this general precept of the Apoſtle, That all things be done decently 
amd with order, 1 Cor. 12.40. | 
{ The Third point is, that when the Sovereigns and the Subjefts profeſs e- 
| qually the true Religion, the Sovereigns have yet more right to meddle with 
| rhe Regulation of the Diſcipline, that! when they ate of an other Religion 
| than that of their Subjz&s. Then as they make the moſt conſiderable part of 
| the Church, waich God has gathered in their Kingdoms, their will and plea- 
| ſure is highly to be regarded in fuch things as conſerve the external part of 
Religion; ard thoſe Laws which they give in that refpect, ought to be exact- 
Ij obſerved. : | | | 
| In fine, it cannot be diſputed to Sovereigns the Power of making ſuch 
Laws as regulate the exterior part of Religion. When the Sovereign Autho- 
rity, and the Legiſlative Power are either wholly, or in part in the hbaiids of 
the People, then all the People are the more oblig'd to ſubmit to thoſe Laws, 
becauſe they have made them themſelves, or at leaſt have had ſome ſhare in 
the making of them. In this Iaſt caſe, the Laws are not only Ordinances of 
"Sovereign ; they may be conſidered as Regulations of the Church alſo, of as 
Articles of a Confedetation in which al the People are concern'd. 
You eafily jadge our dearly beloved Brethren , that here we have England 
- tn view; every body knows that in effeft, the People have a ſhare in the 
- Govertiment : The Sovereigh Authority , and the Legiſlative Power , re- 
ſides there in-three different ſabjefs, namely, in the King , and inthe Two 
Houſes of Parliament ;' the one of which is compoſed of the Lords and Peers 
of the Realm, which are the principal Members of the State; and the other 
of the Deputies of all the People. It is then a Government in which Monar- 
chy, Ariſtocraty and” Democracy are mixed together, and the Laws are eſta- 
bliſtied in it, by the King, by the Lords, arid the Commons jointly. 

From all theſe Prepofirtions theſe two concluſions are to be drawn ; the 
Firſt, that though Poſſtflion is not always a good Title tn matters of Reli- . 
gion, it is foin the preſent caſe. There is no neceſlity of altering the whole face 

_ of the Church of E7g1ard ; that could not be done neither without great noiſe, 
and above all, it would be very dangerous to touch to the Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernment. The Second , that the Laws of England have a very lawful au- 
thority over the out-fide of Religion, and that conſequently you are not in 
right to require of the Biſhops , that they ſhould bring any alteration to a 
Government and Service that is authoriſed by its own Laws. 

It would doubtleſs be more juſt , Dearly beloved Brethren, to follow the 
ſecond way of re-union ; that which we have obſerv'd on the firſt, ought ro 

convitce all rational Pefſons of it. We muſt ſay of the Predbyterian Church 

quite the contrary of what we have ſaid of the Epiſcopal ; the Presbyterian 

Chnrch can alledge no Laws nor Poſleſſion ; it is Loarnted from that 

other Church, which has on: its ſide both the Laws and Poſſeſſion : and 
you. know but tco well, that the Laws, far from being favourable - your 
| | turch, 


Church, are formally oppolite to it, and that it cannot eftabliſe it felf with- 
out violating them. Is ſhe not then obliged to joyn her ſelf to the Epiicapal 
Church as a Member to. the Body from which it has been ſeparated, as a brench 
to the Body of the Tree whence it was torn off ? 

There are but three things that could be capable to juſtify your ſeparation, 
if you could reproach either of: them to the Bifhops, and to their Church 
the one would be Hereſy in their Principles, the other {mpiety in Worſhip, 
apd the laſt Tyranny in Government. | ; 

As to Hereſy and Implety, we have ſufficiently ſhew'd in our general Let- 
ters, that the one and the other give juſt cauſes of Separation z and we have 
confeſs'd to you heretofore, that if the Epiſcopal Church was guilty of -tha7, 
neither Poſſeſſion nor the Laws would give it right to maintain itſelf in its 
Errors nor in its falſe Worſhip, and that on the contrary ſhe ſhould be obliged 
to renounce them. | | 

We will then be ſatisfied to ſay in a word, that if ſhe was effeQually either 
Heretical or Idolatrous and Impious, and that ſhe ſhould refuſe to reform, 
though ſhe had on her {ſide Poſſeſſion and the Laws , you could lawfully remain 
ſeparate from her Communion : in ſuch a"caſe, you would cleave to the ſtock 
of the Tree, and ſhe would be but a broken Bough torn from it. 

Tyranny can alſo give occaſion of a lawful Separation. If there was 2 
Church which ſhould retain all the eſſence of Chriftianity, either in-the Faith 
or in the Worſhip, that ſhould excommunicate the other Churches for flight, 
- differences betwixt them, and that would not receive to its Communion bur 
thoſe that would ſubſcribe to certain DoCctrigs that were either falſe, or of 
ſmall importance, and to be conteſted ; one might doubtleſs remain moſt 
juſtly ſeparated from ſuch a Church : It would be ſhe that would ſeparate her 
ſelf from the body, which ſhe would pretend to ſeparate others from. 

That was Firmiianus's opmion, as he expreſs*d it to St. Cyprian in a Let- 
ter which he wrote to him, on the difference which this laſt had BEE 
with Stephen Biſhop of Rome : You have retrafted your ſelves from Epiſt. Fir. 
| the Cemmunion, deceive not your ſelves, {aid he in that Letter, ad- -.,; "I 
dreſfing himſelf to Srepher ; for added he, he is really a Schiſmatick 
who breaks the Unity of the Church. Thus while you imagine you can ſeparate others 
from you, you have alone ſeparated your ſelves from all. 

[t was alſo inthe ſame Spirit that St. Auftine ſaid to Craſconins the Donatiſt 
That if there were any Perſons found ſhould teach in publick 
Writings, that the ation of the Traditors was to be imitated, that pc can 
ſhould ſuffer no body in their Communion, but ſuch as would approve of TY 

thoſe Writings, they would ſeparate themſelves from the Unity of the Church. 
© According to this principle, if the Biſhops ſhovId- anarhematiſe you, or'i 
they would not admir you to their -Communion, but on condition that you 
ſhould ſay as ſome of them do, that Ep:ſcopacy is of Divine Right : 1t.would 
be they that would ſeparate trom you, and that would properly be th 
Schiſmaticks. | 
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You would remain lawfully ſeparated from the Biſhops, were they guilty of 
Hereſy in their Doctrins, of Idolatry in their. Worſhip, or of Tyranny in their 
Government. But can you, our dearly beloved Brethren,-accuſe them-of any 
ſuch thing ? Have they perverted the Fundamental truths of Religion ? Have 
they deſtroyed the Chriſtian Piety by a Propbane and Impious Worſhip ? 

Do they exerciſe a Tyrannical Authority in the Church ? Dor they Fulminate 

unjuſt Anathema's againſt you ? Do they exa&t from you any Subſcriptions to 

ſome. Doftrins againſt your Conſciences ? Is it but on that condition that 
they will receive you to their Communion ? If. ſo, remain ſeparate from them 
and their Church in good time ; they have retrench'd themſelves, and they are 
the right Schiſmaticks: Neither Poſſeſſion nor the Laws' oblige you to hold 

Communion with them. But if you cannot make them any ſuch reproach with 
_ the leaſt appearance of Reaſon, if that their Faith is pure, and their ' Worſhip 

Evangelical ; if they offer to you their Communion without exaCting any 
- thing from you, that can hurt your Conſcience ; if they demand nothing elſe 
- of you but that you ſhould ſubmit to their Miniſtry , and that you ſhould 

conform to their Ceremonies and Cuſtoms , what is it that can hinder you 

' from reuniting with them ? | | 
You. will fay peradventure, that Epicopacy -confidered in itſelf, and the 
Ceremonies which are obſerved in the Epiſcopal Church, are things which you 
- could not exteriorly receive, without offending yout Conſcience; - becauſe your 
heart cannot give its conſent to it, no more than tothat DoErin, That Epiſ- 
copacy is of Divine Right. Thoſe are, you will - add but remnants of Popery, 
- unworthy the true Religion of Chriſt, and incompatible with the Purity and. 
Simplicity of his Goſpel. 
- But in the Firſt place, there is a great difference in approving outwardly a 
Doctrin which one condemns in the heart, and in complying to ſome Prattice 
of which one wholly approves.not. The firſt is never allow'd of; that would 
| be to betray ones own Conſcience, and to render one ſelf guilty of Hypocriſy, 
thus to approve without, what one.condemns within. "The Second is not only 
permitted in fome certain occaſions, it is an indiſpenſable duty. We have 
ſhew'd in our general Letters, that not to brezk the Bond of Unity, and not 
| to-ſcandalize our Brethren , we are oblig'd to bear with- their weakneſs, and 
to ſuit our ſelves to their practices, as Superſtitious as they may be ſome- 
times. 

Secondly, if you had that thought That Epiſcopacy and the Epiſcopal Cere- 
montes of their Church, were incompatible with the true Religion, for that 
only reaſon, that they were Reliques of Popery ; permit us to ſay, dearly 
beloved Brethren, that you would be highly deceived. Look on all that out- 
fide, if you pleaſe, of the Engl;ſh Church, that you approve not of, as a rem- 
| nant of the furniture of the Proſtitute Babylon ; we ſhall freely joyn wit you 
$ In it: but take notice at the ſame time, that they are Ornaments that are not 
y wholly unworthy of the chaſte Spouſe of Chriſt. . Had not the Church im- 

ploy'd them before the coming of Antichriſt? And why then might ſhe not 
| make uſe of them RH at this time ? If for example, Epiſcopacy is no Apoſtolick 
2 inſtitu- 
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inſtitution, as we are perſwaded it is not. can it be denyed but-that it is at 
leaſt very antient? Was it not eſtabliſhed in St. A»f:r's days? and in thoſe 
of St. Chryſoſtom, 'of St. Athanaſius , of St. Ambroſe , of St. Cyprian, &c, Was 
it not eſtabliſhed in fuch Ages, in which the Church had not yet loſt its Pu- 
rity, even in thoſe Ages that were neareſt to the Apoſtles ? 
- It is certain that Epiſcopacy has been as a Staff by which Tyranny has raiſed 
itſelf in the Church. But withal, it being deprived of all which Popery bad 
added of Tyrannick and Impure, as it has been in England, may it not then 
be ns'd very advantageouſly, though the Church of Rome has made uſe. of it ? 
We muſt reaſon after the ſame manner about the Ceremonies, and 2ll the 
other Cuſtoms oblerv'd in the Church of Erglard, evenof thoſe that may have 
been hatch'd in the boſom of the Church of Kome ; they ſhould. not be caſ 
away for that only reaſon, thatthe Church of Rome has made uſe of them.: 
Could 'not a good uſe be made of that which ſhe has emplay'd about her Sus 
perſtitions ? much after the ſame manner that” Moſes employed the Gold of 
Ezypt, to the conſtruftion and ornament of the Tabernacle. Know you not 
that, Unto the Pure all things are pure ;,' whereas, unto them. that are defiled. and: 
unbelicuins, nothing 15 pure, as ſays St. Paul? Tit. 1. 15, 
In a word, if the Chriſtian Religion conld not bare with Epiſcopacy,.nor: 
with the Ceremonies of the Church of- En2land, becauſe the Papiſts had once: 
made uſe of them, or did ſtill uſe them at preſent ; We ſhould forbear the- 
uſe of Pulpits, of Churches, and of Aſſemblies ; in fine, of all that we have 
in common with the Church-of Reme. That was St. Cyprian's reaſoning, when 
it was alledged to him, that Novariarus rebaptized as well as he | 
did z What Reaſon that, ſaid that Holy Biſhop, that becauſe Nova-' cy. Epiſt.. 
tianus has the canfidence ro rebaptize, we onght not to do ſo? We maſt. EF 
alſo then decline our Pulpit , becauſe Novatianus Vſurps the honour of. 
the Satcrdotal Seat : And becauſe be ſtrives to ereft an Altar,.. and to offer Sacri-- 
fices, "we muſt forſake the Altar and the Sacrifices, for fear it ſhould be thought we: 
emitated him. | fk fog 
It muſt be concluded from all we have ſaid hitherto, Dearly beloved Bre=- 
thren, that in Rigonue the Biſhops ſhould not be obliged to.change. anything: 
in their Diſcipline, either as to the Miniſtry, or as to the Ceremontes and the - 
Publick Service to reunite to us 3 and:that on the contrary you ſhould be ob-+ 
liged to reunite to the Epiſcopal Church, ſuch as it is, and without any altera- | 
tions made to it. But we acknowledge, that if the Biſhops did ſtand to that,.. 
and that they wonld not yield ſomething for the ſake of Peace; ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding would ſuit very il with Charity, which will haye us. to bear with one- - 
another, and that we even Sacrifice to the Peace of. the- Church, and to the: 
Edification of our Brethren, that freedom which the Goſpel affords us. 
We#then believe, that it muſt be by the third way, that you are to reunite- 
one with another, that is, by releaſing ſomething on both lides by a mutual? 
condeſcention, ye ought to draw near to ore another ; ſo that you may all live: 
in one Communion, : | p 
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That which makes vs hope, that you may reunite by this laſt means, is that 
we know that the Biſhops are diſpoſed to follow 1t ; they are in a deſign to 
factifice to kn Union ſome of their Opinions and Cuſtoms, and even to re- 
trench of their Publick Service, all that ſhall be thought would ſcandalize 
weak Conſciences. | | 
| On your part, our Dearly beloved Brethren, be ye poſleſsd with a Spirit 
of *Charity and Peace, and be not too difficult to pleaſe ; receive without 
ſeruplewfuch Cuſtoms and Ceremonies, which alter not the ground of Reli- 
gion, and of which a good uſe may be made ; and make no difhculty to re- 
unite your ſelves with the Biſhops, and to ſubmit your ſelves to their Mi- 
niſtry. | 

When will you doit, if not at this time, that the Erglifp Clergy is filled 

with ſo great a number of Prelates, of ſo great merits? of Prelates equally 
Jlluſtrions by their Learning and by their Virtue, whoſe Piety, Zeal and Cha- 
rity cannot be too much prais'd: ina word, of Prelates worthy of the time 
.of the-Apoſtles. F 

You formerly ſuſpeed them of not being good Proteſtants, and of favour- 

'1ng-Popery ; that was at leaſt the pretence by which ſome of you ug to juſtify 

r: Separation. What an injuſtice was that ? Have you feen, when Popery 
-w3s5 effetually to be introduced in England , that they made the leaſt ſtep to 
Fayodr that-defign ? Have you perceiv'd that they gave an helping hand by 
a baſe complaifancy ? Have you not ſeen them: on the contrary, to oppole it 
with an ApoftSlick Vigour and Zeal, without any reſerve for the King, nor 
regard to their own Liberties, nor to all their particular Incereſts ?.Now there- 
» fore that thoſe unjuſt Snſpitions which you had conceiv'd againſt them, ought 
to be entirely blotted out of your minds ; re-unite your ſelves with them, and 
zefuſe no longer to acknowledge them for your Miniſters. 
"We have not forgot, that under the Reign of Charles the Second', they 
"treated you with great ſeverity; that is, what:you can reproach to them with 
great juſtice z and we doubt not but that ſome reſentments of it {ſti]Il remain 
ih your hearts. * We can on this account tell you in Conſciences Dearly be- 
- Joved Brethren, that we have always ſhar'd much in your troubles, and that 
| We have beheld with a ſenſible ſorrow all thoſe Perſecutions which you have 
Foffered from the Epiſcopal Church. But you ought to impute thoſe Perſe- 
cutions, either to the arts of a Court, which had already a great tendency 
for Popery ; or to an exceſſive Zeal which the Biſhops had for Unity, ra- 
ther than to any fentiments of averſion or of hatred, which they had againft 
you. And however., ought we not to forget the Injuries we have receiv'd 
*From ovr Brethren ? Myſt we entertain perpetual reſentments of them, con- 
trary to ſo many expreſs Commandments which the Lord has made to for- 
give one another? Muſt you by ' way of revenge run to your own ru®, and 
even endeavour the 'deſtruttion of the Proteſtant Religion ? 

It may be ſaid, Dearly beloved Brethren, that a reſentment had carried 
| ſome of you fo far, and it was no want of will in them. that they loſt not 
| -themſclves, together with-the Religion of *#2g/and. What other thing _— 
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be expected, if we judge R—_——_ to all appearance, from thoſe Addreſſes 
which you went in throngs to preſent to the King, to return him thanks for 

the Declaration which he had put forth concerning Eiberty of Conſcience ? 
Was not that openly to approve of the re-eſtabliſhmenr of :Papery, and to 
authoriſe your Enemies to ſubvert all your Laws, and to deſtroy, when they 
pleas'd, you and your Religion ? Thoſe were in effect the fruits which 'they 
hop'd, together from thoſe Thankſgivings which they ſo earneftly -ſollicited. 
Bleſſed be- God who has confounded their prudence, and deſtroye4-all their 
devices. | . 

For your parts, never forget the ſorrowful effe&s which your Divifon was 
on the Point to bring on you, and which. it had- infallibly produced, if God 
; had not had mercy on you. Let thoſe thoughts inſpire in you vehement de- 
fires for peace, and make you to paſs over all obſtacles that might oppoſe 
themſelves to it. Fear leſt God ſhould grow {weary with ſupporting you, 
and that after he has threatned you, he puniſh you at laſt ſeverely for your. 
Separation. bay 

It ſeems as if after the miraculous ſucceſſts which he has given to the en-- 
terpriſe of your IiluTrious and Glorious Liberator , you had now no 
more to fear from your Enemies. But lull not your ſzlves aſleep with that ; 
that great God has yet a thouſand ways to deſtroy you ; and there could be. 
no man nor Angel that conld ſhelter you from his Juſtice, if he had once re- 
' folv'd to diſplay it againſt you, Would you then be for ever affured of his 
Prote&tion, and eſtabliſh on everlaſting foundations that_Pegce which he has 
newly reſtor'd to .Erglard ? Firſt, Re-eftabliſh your ſelves the Peace of the 
Church , and 're-unire your ſelves with the Biſhops ; that atcording -to the 
example af the Primitive Chriſtians, ye way be no longer all, bit one heart wid. 
| one ſoul, ACts 4.32. That is what we wiſh you, from God the Father , and 
from' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, We are very fincerely , Our Dearly beloved 
Brethren, : - 
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1683, Tour moſt Flumble, and moſt Obedient Servants,. 


and moſt Aﬀeftionate Brethren in Chrift eſa. 


f Ut, cl THE FIFTH CI, 
T 0-the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops of the Church of England. 


4 My. Lords, | | 
| F the Letters we have writ to the Proteſtants of the Church of England 


= in general, do fall into your hands, you may be at firſt ſurprized- to find 
"©. them from Strangers, and chiefly from unknown Perſons, ' who endeavour 
[to concern themſelves with your Differetices; yet we do net fear you will take it 
| 411; -when you ſhall find that theſe Letters relate to nothing elſe, but. to re-eita- 
| bliſh-Peace in the Boſom of your Church. . We likewiſe hope, that you will 
| not be diſpleaſed that at the ſame time we write to. our Presbyterian Brethren, 
tto exhort them to re-unite themſelves with yau. We give our ſelves the free-' 
{ dom to-write "to you in particylar,, to conjure you to fecilitate_ this . re- 
[union , as much as poſſibly you can. The Rank you hold. in the Church of 
F England, and the holy Charge you (execute ſo worthily, does on the one part 
Hay on.you an- obligation to Tabour on this Deſign, with all the care-you are ca- 
| pable of, and/togive you' on the other part,the means to work it moſt profitably. 
| My Lords, You know it is the end of the holy Evangelick Miniſtry, to, aſſem- 
| ble into one Body all the Members of Jeſus Chriſt. St. Paul expreſly teaches us, 
| when he has ſaid, that God has given ſome to be Apoſtles, others,to. 
Fpheſ. 4. be Propets, and others to be Evangeliſts ; and ſome to be Paſtors 
ver. 11.12. and: Teachers : He inſiſts, that it is to that end they.ſhould labour, 
| fcr the union of the Saints, for. the work of the Miniſtry, and for 
[the Edification of the Body of Chriſt. The Eyangelick Paſtors are the Miniſters 
of the Holy Saviour, -who is the Prince of Peace ;, they ought to be themſelyes 
| Ambaſſadours of Peace. They art the Paſtors of his Flock, they ought 
ſz. 9.74. © then according to the example of the Prince of Paſtors tg. run afcer 
[x Per, 4** their ſtray*d Sheep, to' bring them into their Sheepfold. 
| - My: Lords, what grief ought you to expreſs, to behold ſo great a 
number of the Dearflock of the Lord, of thoſe alſo who onghrt to feed* under 
lyour Sheep-Hooks,” ſeparated from the great body of your Flock, to refuſe to 
lhearken to your voice, and to follow you! We are perſwaded that you ſigh 
Inight and day before God, and that you continually ſend up your Vows to Hea- 
ren; to re-eſtabliſh Peace, that lovely Daughter of Heaven, in the midft of yor. 
| But my Lords, you muſt not ſtay there, nor nfuſt you be contented to make 
Vows for Peace ; you muft contribute all your Power, knowing, that Bleſſed are 
{they who procure Peace, becauſe they ſhall be called the Children of God, Mat.y49. 
| We know what reſpeCt the Clergy owes you ; you are as the Soul of that great 
land illuſtrious Body, inſpire that Body more and more with Love and Peace, to 
Iwhich it is already inclined of itſelf : Do the ſame thing for reſpect of all the Peo- 
(ple who live under your Miniſtry. You are their Leaders, guide them in the way 
iof Peace; make them underſtand,that our offerings cannot be acceptable to God, 
[till we be reconciled to our Brethren. | Aboye 
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Above all, my Lords, forget nothing to gain the Presbyterians Hearts; it! 
is not þy the ſpirit of FaCtion, and of Sthiſm they are ſeparated from you ; but 
out of a great-deteſtation. of Popery, and- out of a zeal-for the Reformation ; 
'T hey cagnot endure anout-ſide-of Religion, which does nor appear to them ſuffici 
ently Evangelical: They-tave looked on -your Reformation as imperfect, while 
ur Church keeps a remnant of likeneſs with the Church of Rome z and not con- 
ſidering that that for which they blame the Church of £ngland,was in effect but th 
outſide,and did not relate to the Principles of Chriſtianity : They thought them 
ſelves obliged to feparate from it, and to make their aſſemblies a-parr. Ir: is 
truez they have- gone too far, and. they. never ought to have run it to'a 
Rupture-z but-as they have been induced. by:a good motive, they deſerve :to 
have.ſome Cherity and Support allowed them, and to endeayour to recall them 

with all kind of mildneſs. x TW | 
+ The Rigour that has been ufed to. them hitherto, - ſerved-only to ſeparate 
them farther from you - It is not by this way you may gain their Hearts 
and Minds; for the Severity of the Laws'which the Emperours uſed agataſt the 
Donatifts,. nor. all the perſecutions they made ' them- ſuffer, had never the 
power.-To re-unite them in-;the Communion: of the Catholick:Church 2 
On -ithe contrary, finding themſelves: reduced! to the laſt extremity by. the 
Catholicks, they: perſevered in their opinions, to their- urmolt extremi- 

TICS. «1:5, Terk 45% 5s GO» 01" £3 | 

We muſt likewiſe affirm, that when- by the Rigour of the Laws, and - Pu- 
niſhments,.-one ſhould force the Scbiſmaritcks to be joined with the reſt of the 
Ghurch;z: one ouglit-not to uſe ſuch meansfor fear of making Hypocrites : -It 
was the - opinion. of; Saint: ,Gipuſtin; before - the neceſlity.. in - which: - he 
foygd.chimſelf. to..defend the: condutt . of the - Catholicks , -. againſt the 
onetsts; complaints,. made bim' to take their part, to maintain, that . we 
mighsi:Juftly-perſecute the Heretichs and: Schiſmatichs, I was (ſays he) for- 
mecly; of this opinion,” that we ought not to compell a man to be! ©. _. ©! 
recanciledto. the Chyrch yz -but-rather to employ :our- words to diſ- duget "7 

PTA og to overcome: by Reaſon, for fear: to' have falſe Catho-' ond. 
1c e Ed 0:53 ; Foe F vr W 3 B43 "700 i907.102 tn; : i £17 40) 
-iltwas that, which a right Underſtanding, and true Piety inſpired'that-great 
Bibop, wich, while he reaſoned deliberately, .and without - paſſion ;* and we 
oubt not, My Lords, but that you are of the ſame opinion : No, it is only by 
the "Word, by Exhortations, and by Reaſons, that we ought to labour. to 
bring them into our Communion who are ſeparated; it. is only by ſuch - ways as 
Jeſus, Chriſt and his Apoſtles did bring into the Church Jews and [Gentiles z 
cheynever, to bring them over to them, : impoſed the Laws of Sovereigns, nor: 
uſed the-ſeverity of puniſhments. The Apoltle:Saint Paul has declared '-to us, 
that thoſe carnal Weapons, as he calls them, are not thoſe the Lord: has put in- 
to the hands of the Miniſters of the Goſpel : Therefore treat the Presbyrerians 
with that tenderneſs which is ſo worthy of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt... Draw 
them into your Communion by the Bondsoof Love, and Charity ; and:make them 
to lay aſide, by your Moderation, that Hatred they have conceived ag 
E urck 
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k | Chorch £ It is by this you will practiſe that excellent Exhortation 
Te. IV, of Saint Pal, 1 pray you, 1 who am a Prifoner in the Lord, that ye 
. —— walk, worthy of the Vocation to which ye are called, with all bumbleneſs of 
| * Mind, and meekneſs, with long ſuffering, ſupporting one, anorber rhrohgh. 
Loveendeavonring to keep the Unity of the Spirie in the Bond of Peace. | : 
' But to make an entire conquelt of our Brethren, who are ſeparated from you, 
vou muſt not only ſupport their weakneſs with Charity, but likewiſe comply 
vith them, as Saint Perl ſays 5 Berg free from all men, yet have I made my ſelf Sev- 
vant to-all men, that 1 may win the more : Fo the Fews I become as aJew, that I may 
;n the Fews . To thoſe who are under the Law, as though I were under the Law, 
it I may win them who are under the Law : To them who are without Law, as if t 
ere without. Law, when I am 10t without Law as pertasning to God, but am inthe 
aw through Chriſt ,, that 1 may win them who are without Law : To the weak I be- 
me as Weak, that I may win the Weak: I am made all things to all men, that 1 
vobt by all means ſave ſome : Which implies, My Lords,that it is very tequifite that 
du relinquiſh ſomething in your Opinions, and in your Cuſtoms; and that you 
omply and ſuit your ſelves to the Weakneſs of the Presbyterians, tooblige them 
o be united to you. | We are bold to tell you our thoughts on this, with that 
ſpect. due to you ; It ſeems to us that that opinion, that-Epiſcopacy, e-it is 
2ablifnd in your Church, is of Divine Right z and thas Cuſtom which is ob- 
=rved among you to confer a new Ordination on Paſtors, who have been re- 
ceived by other Paſtors, are things that to be ſacrificed toPeace. 
; We do no: pretend here to enger iato iſpute with you ; we only-beg of you 
> reflect a little upon a tenable conſequence, - which may be-juſtly drawn from 
he opinion we have newly mentioned.i If Epiſcopary is of Divine Right,it fol- 
wes from bence, that neither the Churches of France, nor-thoſe of #/olend; 
tor thoſe of Germary, nor thoſe of Switzerland, nor Geneve, &c. have'rro- 
- had neither Ninifters, nor Sacraments {ince the Reformation : Andwould.you 
My Lords, ſhut up the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and the Sacraments of Jeſs Chrift 
a-the Church of Englazd only ; and to look on the other Reformed Churches, 
Chnrches without Miniſters, and Sacraments ?- What a trouble would it be 
xx that great number of Churches, who have forſaken Popery as you have, and- 
hc geolels the ſame Faith, and have the ſame Worſhip as you, to find you 'in 
tis Belicf ? -And would not that be an obſtacle to re-unite the Presbyteriany, 
2 your Church ? | 

If you renounce this opinion, that Epiſcopacy is of Divine Right, you muſt at 
he Came time revoke the Cuſtom of Re-ordination, which is but a dependence 
vn it : You cannot imagine bow. many good Souls find themſelves feandalized at. 
bis Cuſtome z that has been chiefly a very great trouble to the French Miniſters, 
ho are diſperſed every where to be obliged to receive 2 fecond Ordination 
rom your bands, before they are able to execute their Office in the Chureh of 
Sglerd; for wemult ſincerely telb you, that we know many-perſons, whom this 
ery conſideration have diffuaded to retire into &ngland. 
- Jn cafe there ſhould be any thing elfe found in your Cuſtoms, in your Ceremo- 
ws,in your Prayers, and Jaftly in your publick Service,ywhich-may be @fcandal to 
nz | weak. 
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weak Perſons, it were very well if they were retrenched to ſmooth the ways © 
Peace; and take away al obſtacles thac may hinder the Presbyterians to ente; 
into your Communion. | 

My Lords, We beg your pardon for that Liperty with which we ſpezk to you 
for we are not ignorant that it is from\you we myſt learn our Duty, rathes thay 
concern our ſelves to preſcribe yours. But we have fo earneſt a deſire to fee 
Peace and Union in your Church, that it makes us to paſs beyond thoſe Limit 
which we ſhould inviolably obſerve on any. occaſion but this. 

We alſo flatter our ſelves with this belief, that this liberty we take will no 
be diſagreeable to you ; you love Peace, you are diſpoſed to doe all that ſhall be 
long to-yeu, £0 re-cRabliſh the Church of E-g/and ; nor do we propoſe any 
thios, but what you would doe of your (elves in fayour of a Re-union. 

y Lords, What a worthy Diſpoſition is this of true Biſhops, . and of true 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, in one word worthy of you 4 you ſhow by that, tha 
you are truly endued with the ſame Spirit, as were the Great and Holy B 
ſhops of the Primitive Church, who had {o'great a zeal for Unity : You follox 
the ways of Saint Payl, who had ſo great a Condeſcention for all king of P« 
ſons : You imitate the Charity of Saiat J»b», the beloved Diſciple of Jeſus 
Chriſt, of that Diſciple whom the Antients calied the Apoſtie of Charity, be 
cauſe he was throughly imbewed with that admirable Vertue, there Dung no 
thing he had recommended to the faithfull with ſo much care. My Lords, Signa- 
lize on this occaſion:that paſſionate Love which inflames you, as you have high 
fignalized of late your zeal for your Country,and for Religion, The whole Church 
has beheld, with wonder, the greatneſs of courage you have ſhown in this moſt 
critical,and moſt important conjuntture,that,it may be, has ever been ſeen3 you 
have moſt worthily —_— your Character, in ſpight of all menaces and pu- 
niſhments that threatned to ſhake you-; you have been faithfull to your King 
and you have exactly obeyed his Commands, while y on could doe it without 
wounding your Conſciences : But he no ſooner required things contrary 45, at 
to the Duty you owed to God, but yon, remembring that it is more juſt 29th & 
ro obey God than'Men, you had no more to doe with a King,from whoſe 20th» ** 
anger you:ought to fear every thing, when he would ſet up Popery in £- lendin 
defiance of the moſt ſolemn Laws of the Kingdom :You oppoſed him openly with 
. the hazard of all that was moſt dear to you : You generouſly facrifized all you 
Temporal concerns for the intereſt of Religion, and your Country ; and we 
may ſay, that by your , Reſolution and- Zeal, and by the Impriſonment tharx 
ſome of yon ſuffered, with ſo much'Conſtancy, you ſaved one and the oth 
from utter Ruine. | | "Y 

It is with the ſame Courage, as formerly we beheld Saint Ambroſe reſiſt the 
Emperour /alentinian the Second, and the Empreſs Juſtina his Mother, when 
they would bave ſetup eAr:ianiſmineHilan, in the ruines of the Catholick Re: 
ligion : My Lords, how brave and glorious is it for youto tread in the path ©: 
this great and generous Prelate. | | 2M 

We can add nothing more to your Glory, than for you 'to ſettle an inward 
Peace iti the Church of En2lard, after uw were ſo highly inſtrumental in the 

2 outward 
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entward Peace z there remains nothing but that, to crown your ConduCt, and 
iro render your Names Immortal] : Your memory ſhall be for ever bleſſed-m the 
I Church, and when the Pcince of Paſtors ſhall appear, -you ſhall receive from his 
Ihands the incorruptible Crown of-Glory. In the mean time, may the Sovereign 
i Be" 

IPaſtar more and more bleſs your Perſons, and your Miniſtry, and your Church. 
Theſe are the vows which zcalouſly fly to Heaven, from, | 


- 


N. N. © 
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The Sixth Letter. To.the Lords: and Commons of England: be 


_ . My Lords antl Gentlemen,. | 
VV E have formerly writ many Letters into Enoland, and'we are-now wri- 
' ting others thither, to endeavour to diſpoſe their minds to Peace, and 
to a Re-union under the ſame Miniſtry, but we ſhould believe we had-omitted 
Fthe principal, if we did not addreſs opr ſelvesto you 1n a particular Letter. We 
know not at what time, nor after what: manner you will aſſemble your- ſelves; 
{the King having revoked,before his flight, the orders be had given to'call a'Free 
Parliament.; but whatſoever it be, we hope you will be ſhortiyaſſembled, if ye 
are not already : And we are perſuaded, that it would be invain to endeayour 
to, re-unite all the Proteſtants in Eng/and.into one Body, if you do not concern 
your ſelves, andif at the ſame time you..break not the ice'to this great Afﬀair, 
by your Authority. and Wiſdom. it 9:1 3:40) 3 eomnabREGO 160y go AG 
' My Lords and Gentlemen, We know you haye before;youan infinite hutmber 
of archer Afairs.of the laſt impotrance, and-capable ro-wholly :takeup your con< 
cerns. * The D:ſertion of Britain's Majeſty did put: England. into.a kind of Inter- 
[7eznum, in which time you underwent all. the Affairs of State,. with your Great 
and Glorious Deliverer; and this Interregyum following an Unjuſt and Tyran- 
nick Government, which lefr all in contuſion, it is:for you.to {tile all.things in 


-. LY 


aright order, where they are to move. | one we 1 

My Lords and Gentlemen, It is that which all £ng/and expects from you,-that 
you declare who are the Lawfull Heirs to the Crown, and keeping it for them 
who.claim it by Birth-right ;,. you will for eyer put-it out of all diſpute to let ir 
Fall co Strangers, or tothoſe who had Plotrted that black and abominable deſign. 


'The Kidgdom expects from you to re-eſtabliſh the Laws, which have been allmoſt 


My Lords, 
| January the  * | ©. Tour Moſt Hlumble, f | 
x2th,' 1689.- | , 
9 if ; and Moſt Obedient Servants, 


wholly ruined; to. keep their Liberties and Privileges, which they endeavoured 
ro infringe, and to ſettle her in quiet, which ſhe, ſaw was.troubled by wicked and 
Cifeltectcd Periong, . | 


My 


' Ina word, Be you the Fathers of England, and to eſtabliſi chece a Peect and 


. you allow her a part of.your Cares : She is the Spouſe of the Son of God : She is 


' Peace, which ought to flouriſh-there in all ſcaſons. 


' you :: Make them to feel in their greateſt Miſery the extraordinary effets of 


where ſhe is beaten and toſsg?d by the ſtorm of Perſecution. Cave, in England 


"ſhall protect, her from the fury of' her Enemies, give her farther, the comfort 
'of ſeeing anend to all thoſe Diviſions wich which ſhe ts 2fflicted. | 
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My Eords and Gentlemen, Anſwer this ſo greet <xp:<Qlation : Yod forbid, that 
we ſhould think you ſhould neglect it ; Be you the Reſtorers.of the Laws, and 
Liberties of the People ;, the Support and Prop of the ſafery of the Kirzwon : 


Eternal Happineſs , preſerve the Crown faithfully for the right Bloud of her 
Kings, and diſcover” to all the World the Infamons ajd horrid Dc<ſigns ther 
vere practiſed to force it from her, "" 

Bur as you are concerned to labour for the welfare cf the Kingdom, ſo yau 
are not to forget the latcreſts of the Church : She deſerves fo well of you, that 


the Mother who has begot you for Feſus Chrift, and by this New Birth you 
have acquired, you are become her Children, and the Heirs of the King of 


Kings. 

This good Mother, to whom you have ſuch high obligations, My Lords and 
Gentlemen, groans to ſee her ſclf not only perſecuted by her Enemies, but alſo 
rifled by her.own Children ; ſhe bewails to ſee her Liberties aboliſlfd, her San- 
Ctuaries demoliſhed, her Miniſters exiÞ'd, her Flocks deſperſed and expoſed to an 
infinite number of Torments and Deaths; but that which igcreaſes moſt ler ſor- 
row, .are thoſe Diviſions which reign in, ber boſome ,.in_ licu of Unity and 


Endeavour to dry up her tears, My Lords arid Gentlemerf '” Comfort thoſe © 
her Childrea which the Frenea Perſecution. has forc'd to ſeek for [hilter amongſt 


your Charity : Seek out the means of procuring her a C3lw, in. thoſe places, 


at leaſt, that ſhe may enjoy, under the ſhelter of your Authority, a profound 
Peace, and a firm and eſtabliſhed Quiet ; and at the ſame time, thet your Laws 


" But remember, My Lords and Gentlemen, to employ tothe execution of that 
great Deſign bur legitimate. Means, As great, and far. extended as is your 
Authourity, ic-would ourgo its Jawfull bounds , ſhould you imploy :the ſevc- 
rity of the Laws, arid the Terror of Penalties, in re-uniting to the Body of your 
Church,thoſe that are ſcparated from i, The Power over Conſciences, belong to 
God alone, he has reſerv'd that Authority to himfclf : And it is eacroach- 
ing his Rights, .it. is. making an attemyr againſt. his Sovereign Authority, to give 
Laws to Coffciences. , | FP ; 

That which we have ſaid, . My Lords'and Gentlemen, ties'not up.yovur hands, 
as to Popery. That is the never to be reconciled Enemy, not-oaly of Chriff, 
and of his Church, but of Sovereigns, and of Proteſtant States alſo. It is the 
Plague, not only of Religion, bnt of the Civil Society alſo : Againſt it there- 
fore you nay lct looſe juſtly, all che Vigour of the Laws : True Pollicy allows 
not of it-in any State which God has freed from its Tyranny. . Fhat is notto 
give Laws to Conſciences, that is to rid one's ſelf from a Publick Ecemy : 'It is 
29 provide forthe ſafety of.the Religion, and of rhe State... Yet, if there were: 

| any 
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any Papsſt« found, who againſt the Maxims and Practices of their Church, would 
live amongſt you like good honeſt Citizens, and in that ſubjetion which is due 
to the Laws, they doubtleſs ought not to be baniſked out of their own Country, 
nor diveſted of their Means, nor perſecuted in any wiſe . It would be unjuſt 
to exerciſe ſych violences againſt them, under pretence they were a far other-Re- 
ligionthan'yours. : 

But as to that which concerns the Presbyterians, who are m__—_— good Citi- 
zens and good Proteſtants, and who are ſeparated from the Epiſcopal Church, 
but through an Oyer-zeal for Reformation, it ſeems to us, that fac from ma- 

king new Laws againſt them, it were fit, on the cofitrary, to aboliſh che old 
Ones; that 'it ſhould not only be permitted them to live in Peace and without 
moleftation in their Houſes, but to give them likewife a ſufficient Liberty of 
Conſcience, to calm their diſturbed minds, fretted by the ill uſages which 
they have formerly received, and to diſpoſe them to re-unite themſelves with 
the Biſhops. 5 

£ Might you not alſo, My Lords and Genttemen,Make choice of ſome of the wi 
ſeſt and moſt moderate Perſons of your Houfes,to labour in this 'Re-union under 
your Authoricy and your Orders ? 'Such Commiſſioners' would be very pro- 
-per, to find out expedients, to propoſe them, to level the difficult Obſtacles, to 
' manage the minds, and-finally to inſpire to 'both Parties thoughts full of Cha- 
rity and of Peace. | | 

But what do we doe ? We ſeem to fet down to you what you your ſelves are 

doing,as if the moſt Enlighitned, the Wiſeſt, and the moſt Honourable Aſembly 
in.the World had need of onr week and dim lights; ' and that out Counſels 
could be of any uſe to it. No, My Lords and Gentlemen, thats not aur thought 
"we have no other deſign, than to diſcover-to you, with all the reſped& which 
we owe you, the vehement paſſion we hve for the Re-union of the whole 
Church of England in one Body. It is your parts to re-eſtabliſh Peace in it, by 
*xch means as your Prudence ſhall inſpire yov. Permit your elves to be guided 
but by your Piety and by your Zeal; and by that experienced Wiſdom, which 
'uſually rules your deliberations, and God will conclude, if he pleaſes, that 
| an Werk:: He will open you the way of Peace ; and he will give an happy 
Succeſs to thoſe Cares you ſhall bring, to re-eſtabliſh it in your Church. 

We earneſtly beſeech him, My Lords and Gentlemen, that he ſhower his 
powerfull Bleſſings on all the juſt deſigns of. your Aſſembly ; that he preſide there 
with his Holy Spirit, that he enlighten it with his Underſtanding, and that he 

 tofpire it withall, that it ſhall have occaſion to reſolye for the Good of the 
'State, and Religion, - We are, with a profound reſpeCt, 


My Lords and Gentlemes, | 
A. Jan. 12th Tour moſt Humlle, and - 


1683, | 
moſt Obedient Servants, 


N. N. 


(39) 
The Seventh Letter. To his Highneſs, the Prince of Orange. 


Ay Lord, 


F the Subject of which we are to entertain your Highneſs, was not extreamly 
important; We ſhould not undertake to deprive, by this Letter, your great 
Concerns,from any of tkoſe precious Moments which you <mploy in ſauſefull and 
ſoglorious a manner : But in the deſign we have to contribute all that we can 
flible to the Re-union of all the Proteſtants of England, in one Body of a 
Church, and under one Migifſtery ; we ſhould fail in our Duties, if we did not 
flie to Tonr Highneſs , who is only capable to put the laſt hand to this Work, 
whence the Proteſtant Religion would draw ſuch conſiderable advantages. 

Is it not from Towr Highneſs, My Lord, that we have reaſon to expect the 
performance of that great Deſign from You, in whoſe hands the moſt difficult 
enterprizes become ealie from you, whoſe Piety is known over all Europe ; from 
you in fine, to whom the Church of England owes already her Preſervation and 
Deliverance ; and to whom it ſeems, that God has reſerv*d the Glory to be the 
Prop, and the Liberator ofthe whole Reformed Church ? 

-. The whole Earth ſees, My Lord, that Toar Highneſs, is born for Great things. 
No Body is ignorant that, almoſt at-your ſtepping out of Infancy, and at yous 
very firſt bearing of Arms, You ſav'd Helen, by unheard of Miracles of Courzge 
and Prudence z That You did tear it out of the bands of a Triumphant Mo- 
natch, w the head of bis Armies had already carried off a great part of it ;. 
and who, pyt'd up with his Victories, did look on it wholly as the Prey of his 
Ambition. . , - 

That great Exploit was not yet forgot, My Lord, when Your Highneſs was ſeen 
to:undertake and to put in execution fomething more ſurpriſing yet and: more- 
difficult ; when you were ſeen to flic at the relief of E-g/aud, which began to- 
groan under ia Tyrannical Government, and under the power. of Popery ; and 
to deliyer it from that cruel Oppreſlion, with a dilligence and eaſe which hor- 
ders on Prodiges. "om | 

It belongs to the Princes of zour Name, My Lord, to immortaliſe their Memo-- 
ry,*by Exploits of this: Nature. The State of the United Provinces, freed from 
the Yoke of Sparr, and from the Tyfanny of Rome, ſhall be an Eternal Monu- 

' ment of the Glory of the Houſe of Naffavy. But we may ſay, that what Yowr 
Highneſs has done, in favour of England, concludes the Crowning of that Prince- 

_ ly great Houſe, with a-Ray of Glory, which all the Great and Immortal Actions. 
of your Anceſtors had not given it. 

. Yes, My Lord, that which ſhall aſtoniſh the future Ages, after it has made the 
admiration of ours, is that wonderfull ConjunCtion which is to be obſerved in Xow 
Higmneſss Perſon, of the Heroes Vertues, with thoſe of the Chriſtian ; of the 
Military and Politick: Vertues, with thoſe that are Evangelical ; of Courage, 
Valour, Ability, and Prudence; with Piety,- and Zeal for Religion, ; E 

It.is,aboye all, fy Lord,.to Tour Highneſs's Zeal, that that important- enter- 
prife is to 'be attributed, which you have lately perſormed with ſo much good 


- Fortune, and.ſo much Glory. Ix, is. your Zeal, which puſh*d you on to facrifice 
nd. I | your 


$ | (49) I 
your 'Quiet, and cven your Life, tq England's ſafety ; and, to ſupport its tot- 
:tering Liberty, throvgh the greateſt Peri}s'of Sza and-Land.:- -It is your Zeal, in 
a word, whicy has preſery'd there at the ſame time both. Religion and the Stare, 

F-from an infalliblez;Ruine, of which they both were equally threatned. © © > 


; 


. H ERTIC, IC fatisfie your 
they have for you. - 


CI 
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<x90 Di-yoor-other Evterpriſes 5 and: 

=_e2Whole Engliſh Church:gathered 
Sme Miniſters : 163s\whatwere- 
"HE > 1130 of2 03 2900! 57] 51 


wich althe Devotion were edges: 


| ration, and Zea 
WW ) * :  "Bhy Lord, Your Highneſs, | 


| A; Tanury, 
| _ 2a4b 168;, maſt: ſubmiſſive Servants. N.N. 
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My LORD BISHOP ff LONDON. 


Wh Lord, | 4 
"- have, not Ballanc'd in my Chgige to whom I ſhould Addreli 
theſe Letters, I preſently imagin'd that no Perſon could be 1g 
. Proper as you, to procure to them a fayourable reception, and ug 
x —— them ſerve to that Defign for which they were Writ. That 
you paſlels in the.Church of England , The Rank whielt you 
Id.in.che Parliament, The Eſfcem that all E-g/a#d has for yon,. and 
awJuſtice which that Great Prince, your, Liberator renders Hanules 
to your Merits; all this, AGy Lord, could not fail to make me Retotve 
on this-Choice, ſhould I have had n& other Reafons: Burt give me 
leave to ſay, that in this occaſion, I have had more Regard ro your 
Perfanal hralicies, than to.all that Thave.now alledg'd,”. -' © 
All the Wald knows, . »h Lord, ea has happily Aſſemble 
in your Perſon, all the ies of. a good Chriftiati, andthole oF 
good Prelate.; and that you Religiouſly follow the Traces gf thai 
Holy Biſhops, which made their Virtue to: be. admired in the firs 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and for whoſe Memory'the Church fill ro thi 
Day preſerves ſo great a Veneration. - Like ther, you Watch _D& 
and Night. with/an extream Application over that Vlock of wie 
the Lord has given you the Care and ConduS ; and you forget 
thing to forward.the San&Qification and Salvation of it. . Like them 
you are equally ia-Edification tothe Church by .yout Miniſtry, _ : 
your Exem 


plary Life. Finally, like them, /youtarcever conſtant al 
unnioveable in your Duty,, ſo that no Human Confideration is cap 
ble to divert you from it. Es 4". = 
Who-can doubr of this, that has ſcent that Reſolution, that Ad 
rable Firmneſs, with which you refiſted of late the Power of Uaju 
Judges; who _er have rendered you equally Guilty of their Ut 
juſt Practices, and oblig*d you to Concur with them; in'the Defip 
i of a Court wholly devoted ro-Popery® How Worthy of: 
_; this Attion, My Lord, worthy thi Repuration of B 


GT 
LHR 
: oe = 


| The Epiftle DEDICATORY- 
* Zeal, of Probity, and of. Virtue, which. you. had alread 
| And how Glorious was that SUSPENSION* whictr you 
' with ſo much Courage ? 
I dare not ſay all that-I think, My Lord, I know how great your 
Modeſty'is, and I ſhould fear to offend it, giving you all the Praiſes 
which are;due to you. I ſhall only add, that: one. of. the greateſt 
Motives that I have had to Chuſe you for ProteCtor to theſe Letters, - 
is the Love which you have for Peace, and for the Unity, of - the 
Church: - _rRES N*M 7” 0.6 
._ Your Charity, My Lord, iyal to your Piety.” 'It is that Chari. 
ty, . with which your Heart is inflam'd, which makes you Conlider'd 
- as the Father of the Poor. It 1s that which has been the Refuge of 
.divers Thouſands of our Brothers, which the greateſt Perfecution 
-that ever was ſeen,. has forc'd to abandon both their Wealth and 
Hee Country to follow Chriſt, and to cleaye to the Polleflion of his 
'Holy Goſpel. And it is the famealſo which'Iaſpires-in you Dfires 
Lof Moderation and of Peace towards the Presbyterians,””and which ' 
.makes you ſo Ardenfly to Wiſh to ' ſee them Reunited 'to your 


_ 


ot 


Church, © . # 

- -I have therefore all reaſon tohope, My Lord, that Letters Which 
Have no-other Aim but to forward that Re-Union, will-not diſpleafe 
you; and if you believe they can produce any Fruit, - you-will 
be pleaſed to take upon you the Care to Preſent them to the Parlia- 
[ment, | and to his Highneſs the Prince of Orage , with-the further 
trouble to Communicate them to thoſe other Perſons whort you ſhall 
"think fit to impart them. May it pleaſe God to accompat 
[with the Power of his Holy Spirit, and to give them an happy fuc- 


CE s./ . 

|. May God, - alſo, My Lord, fill you with his moft precious Blel- 

fings'; and Preſerve you, during the courſe of many-Years, for his 

lory, and the Good of ' his Church ! Tam with'a Profound Reſpet, - 

| My Lord, | | 29 | 
| | ; Tour moſt Humble and moſt © | 


Suk 4 Qhedient Servant, N. 
From 12b Te | 
gf Fonnoy,. 168. ” OS 
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6 þ Heſe Letters were writ at the time of their Date, that 1s, in January 1685. before: 
| that Convention of ENGLAND was afſembled ; and conſequently before the; 
King and\Queen,now Reigning ſo gloriouſly in Great Britain,were vayſed: on the Throne. 
They were alſo primed and ſent to London # that very time, But:ſome perſons of great 
worth, to whonrthey were communicated,thought fit not to render thew ſo jcon publick, and, 
zo ſtay, 10. rhat end, till the Aﬀairs of the Kingdom would admit of a ſerious Conſideras' 
| tion in the Re-eftablifhment of the Peace in. the Church, . 
| | The tia being come 10 work, on that great Deſign, it has heen thought that they might: 
be of uſe torbe PUB LICK, that they were not robe conceaPd from it any longer. 
Thcreforethey-are now beſtow: d on it, without -any alteration ;, tho) they contain djvers: 
wi ec are now out of ſeaſon, after ſo great a Charge as has hapned even in the. 
: EFExaplc,there 1s mwntion- made in them of 1he King of. England, under the Nos: 
ri0n of Prince of Orange, which, at that 111me,was his Name ; and it 11 und:r that very! 
Name that the laft Letter is direHed to that great Mamarch, In that which 1s direft [ 
to the- Lords and-Commons of England, # iT deſired, They ſhould faithfully preſerve the: 
Crown, for tWie'irae-Blood of their Kings ;, That they giue a ſuffici:nt Liberty of Cons. 
ſcience to the Pregbyterians ; That at the ſame time they Wmploy all the Rigor of thei! 
Laws againſt Poperys yet To!crate ſuch Papiſts as would live axzongſt them as -gooth 
ana boneſt Citizens, and in a dne ſubmiſſion to the Laws : All this bas been doneby the. 
Convention, or by that Parliament that has ſucceeded it. It ts alſo requir?d, That 
Commiſſioners be nan” 16 labeur inthe Reamion of tht Presbyterians to zhe Churth: 
of onnng ; and that is what has ben done by the KING; after the ſepargtionof the 
Parliament. 1. UW | 7: 1 
The Reader had doubtleſs of himfelf cbfervd all that has -heen aid, witl oltfi this 
Advertiſement ; ad be will eaſilyrake notice inthe Letters of divers other things of 
the ſame Natwre, which there 3s ns- neceſſity to mention here, It has been thought conuge 
nent to inſiſt on. two only, of n hich it 4s neceſſary to give-feme Information in. few words, 
| The firſt thing ke is ſaid in the 4th ant 5th Letter, concerning the Zeal withy 
; which the Biſhops have oppos/d hola ang | Popery, of their Charity rowardl 
the Presbyeerians, and of rhe Love they have for Peace ; unto which it is ſuppo?dithey 
are in a-condition to ſacrifice ſome'sf their Opinions and Cuſtoms, There are a ſort of 
perſorts. found., that maintain the Biſhops are not well known ; . and that it"45 *athey 
in hatred ro thePresbyterians, than to the Papiſts'; That they haye oppo:*d themiſelth 
16 King. James 1Þs. Declaration, conſerving Liberty of Conſcience, They abed 
for proof of that, the Refuſal which divers among ſt them have made, 16 tak rhe Olithi 


* 


- which this preſem KING mh requir*d of them; anielth FONG A.48-TOG 
Refuſal is grounded on the Fear they have that His MAJESTY havii ? bees bh ws 
mongſt the Pregbyterians of Holland, be mighs be 100 favourable ro rinſ#of/E0ghhl 
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+ hich yo pol thiy have againſt bed Pre:byerians ? And is it tot thegreateſt of all 
aAlnjieſtice, te :T «rniſh, ſo: Glorious an Aition omen the wreng fore, Sd", anbts 

| without the leaſt appearance of Reaſon * 4 

+ "1 5s in vain to produce the refuſal which ſome Prelats have med to rake th | 

\ bjs preſent King ; we pretend net here to approve nor 10 exeuſe, what they bath 

way, i: wiil wet be difficult to ſay, that 1t 1s found very worthy of Reproof < "Weirber 4; ; 

any onepretend to ſeek, fee ghe Reaſons of u%. But whatever they'\are,. muſt the faulr 

[ of ſome p particxlars be imputed to:a whole Body, to fo illuſtrious a: Rody aizhat of the 
| Biſbep: of England ? _ 4vd generally ſpeaking , "can it be 75 If." are 

j2 wav Proteſtants $004 Swbjetts 2. - © + $$ 

;O bn fine, it tb declar'd, That Ka bas been Jeilhas the | ” W Ree Vs 

| wior, @1d diſpoſition to lay «ſide, 10 that purpoſe, ſome of + hed \otcan $54; 4 nedFices, 

| is on thoſe Informations which have Tex receiv'd from London, ard from 'wery good 

F Hands. 

| Thoſe Conferences which will be ON on that ſubjes, will be 4 T ouchſtone, which will 

diſcover, whecher theſe Intelligences nere Juſt, 

- The Second thing which ought to be rendered clear is, to ſhew it is the Prodyrericr 
| art 26 rerarn to ihe Epi/copa | Chuxch, rather ;ban the B:ſhaps 0 over-t# the. 

| axterian Cunrech. - Ii is aledged in the Faxrih Lett r, that the Sock Church-has on 

| 2: fige the Laws, and Poſe fion ; whereas the Prechyterian Church bas neither Poſſe fox, 

wor Laws, 01 it fide, ard that ihe contrary the Laws are:mholly oppoſite rot ; 

x I a it will be. aig, ſince the King and Parliament bevt made.a ew 

" $@ permit 1@ the Nonconferm bs £bc exenal/aufes ubei wn, .3 f0 that this rea | 

arr 648 no lerger be offer"d. AS 

: ho ti anjreer?d, T hat 5t is true, the Lams Wench 0: longer: conwary Ha Presbys 

; af thas the Liberty which the Laws give them, fo feat 
Le with the Biſhops, 4 onghe rather 20 ch/quje thess: 
& Greurd that .« Liberty of " Coglci 
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Tee, to which all the Bewte are 10be amicd. 
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cond net lawfally remain ſcparatcd: frem tt, # na evilty of- Herehie, als | 
of Ts Fey mr eng Es: : 4 
" - * The Authors of Hoſo Letters, tewener, $6 fift in the Seminune rhe Five 


1n them; that, to ſuccced in the difign of the Reanicn of the PROTES Zo 


Englacd,at Parries ovght to 7 w#thirg- on their part :- It 
do 5 Can Me on 1 : with Oy ar 7. = Fae r: 
'0 aber bed Partic tha they mnybreathe nothing bt Prov and Chandy, 
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Letters/v writ into England, by. ſome Frenh <> 

-Prorteftants: retired into Germany, from't - 
*:French Perſecution , corneryny the Unity 
"W ' the f burch. - 
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To THE. 


Proteſtants of ENGLAND in General, 


eel +4 
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Our moſt Dear Brethren, 
T Here is nothing-mere deplorable nia ard when God' permits: it 
difturb the Church,it is.$o be conſiderd4 ef.the moſt terrible £ 


of. 200 end; Who would wagyken be con 
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- All the Reformed in Europe look onthis Divifiondnd Sepatation,” with, a drep 
| Sortow.; ad, for our parts; ch6 it ſhoutd ſeem that the Senſe of 'our-own Evils 
1. would render-us leſs ſenſible to that of others z- We ate yet touct'd to the quick, 
F with that Diviſion which. reipns in-your-Church.' . Would to/God, eur dear Bre- 
| thren, that we who are ſadly diſperſed, might contribute ſomething to the-Cyre,of 
| your Wounds ! That would be a'Cooſolation, that would, in ſome meafure, 
| ſweeten the Bitterneſs of - our Souls. - -* | tr pita 
F-* Weare perſuaded, that your Selves figh moſt -ardently aſter Peace; and that 
your Diviſions are-to be attributed to your Enermes Intrigues, rather thap to. your 
own lnctinations.- You, doubtleſs} are not ignorant, That Schbi/m: is. entirgly, op- 
-pog'd to Charity, whichis as the Soul of Chriſtian,Religion ; and to the Will 
| of Chriſt, which being Charity itſelf, will have us to Be animated with"a "Charity 
like. his. But ſeeing: the Condition your CHURCH. is in, is a_Teſtimony 
j you have not. ſufficiency of Horror for Schi/m; permit us to addreſs. fome Re» 
{+Uections to;you, which we have made on this Subject, and Which ought to oblige 
| You to xcunite your ſelves all into one Communion. ol w 
[7 * Chrift Jeſus, to-move usto the prattice'of  Chiriry, makes' an* Elogy of that 
by Excellent Virtue in divers places of the Goſpel. It 18 10Cha- 
| Faith. xxii. 40. rity that he includes all the Duties which God requires of us 
| hy in his Law, and in the Writings of the Prophets, It is to Ch.;- 
| Take x. 28. rity that, he:promiſes Life Everlaſting when he is conſulted, to + 
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{from the other, with a Bar which God had Tet [with his own hands, which, till 
; then, could not be broken down, It may alſo be ſaid, That the great Deſign for 
| which he js come, was to aſſemble all the: pegouy on- Earth: into ,one . Church, 
' 2s 2 Shepherd gathers his Sheep in one Sheepfold, and makes of them but ove 
'Fiock, This is the Compariſon which he þas. been pleaſed to uſe himſelf, 
; when'sſpeaking of the Gertiles , he faid ; That be bad other 
| John x. 16,  (heep which were noP of that ſheepfold; "that is, of they Femiſb 
Th ' - Church, which he was alf@to; bring thither, that they would 
[aar bis voice ;, and there woulkdbeione oncly flock., ard one onely ſhepberd. : 
| St. Paul repreſents the ſameWWng under other Sirulitudes,very proper to ſhew 
|NoTonly the Unity-of 'the'ChurchIn gencral, butallothe ſtrict, Unzon of its pargs 
—_— we. qa 290.7 a0 307 conk 4 dem En, 
| Herſometimes repreſchts the Church, as a Building. 1: is, days be, City , of 
je. Which Chriſt harmadetbe Jews andiGentiles Citizens having broke 
phe ii” — dow the partition-wall which ſeparared ther from one another. 1 
Wd On $i. - 1s a Church built on-yhe Apoſtles, andagn the Prophets ; or, ra- 
ther on Chriſt, *who is the Cornerſtone of thet Foundgrifh;:in whom all the Build: 
tg compleat tiger grow ah inco an Holy Templeinabe-brd. 
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- - Sometimes he conſiders it as one ſingle human Body, 29 a Bady of which Chriſt 

is the Head, aeteValievere the Members, . 1 Cor. xii. 4 the Body ir one, and 

hath many Menibers, and all the Members of the Body, which is one, : they be ma« 

ny, yet are but oce Body, even ſa'is Chriſt. For by one Spirit are we all izcd int 

one Body. Aﬀterthat, having obſerv*d, thar cho' the Members of the Body + EC 

different one from the other, they are all neceſſary, that God has diverſly plac'd 

them 2s he pleagd; and that we Honour the moſt thoſe that are leſs 

ble ; ;he adds, that God has ſet that Order in the Members, Left there 

any Diviſion in the Body, but that the Members ſhould 

«nother, And immediatly after he thus goes on, 

with him ; if one Member be had in Honour, all the 

. are the Body of Chriſt, and Members for your pare. 

In, another place he Wiſhes, js tay iv. tha 
wp in all things in the Lord, who is the Head ; by which 
*ng well United imo a perfet# Man, 
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He is not leſs Jealous of the Concerns of .Piety, than of Truth; and chap 
the reaſon why he forbids to have any Commtnion with th lanes 
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Rada ( 16/), 

bh -- * \ plies Drink, ſays he, the Cup of the Lied; ard the Cup of) the 
\%s Heer: x X. 2 6 1 a Devils ye eamior be partakers of the Lord"s Table, 4# Ro TA- 
door the Devils. He Concludes, - in one place,.' tothe Cele- 


13 


lp Heathens made in the Solemnity of their Sacrifices ; and'he would give us to un- 
|:dcrſtand, . that we cannot partake in no manner of the: Worſhip of. the Idols, 
q fehout — the Worſhip of the Lord, and conſequently, without de» 
In an Vine lac he ſpeaks: yet more to the purpoſe on the ſane ſubject ; 3: and 
- "heexpreſly Teaches us; | that-we ought to Separate. irom the 


dels, ſays he, - for what Fellowſhip has Rightcouſudſs uh Unrighte- 

"v5 $ ? And what Communion has Light with Darkneſs * And: what Concord has 
©9/* with Belial ? Or what part hath the Belicucr with the Infidel * And what 
ic reement bath the Temple of Ged with Idols ? For ye are the Temple of the Living 
Lt 4; 4s God has ſaid, 1 will Dwell amongſt them, and. Walk there, ard 1 mill be 
if | ch > Ged,. and they, ſhall be my People. Wherefore, come out from among thetn, ond 
> parate your ſelves,” ſays the Lord, and touch no Unclean thing, - and: «will. yeceiug 
yor.. * And 1 mill be a Father unto you, and" you ſhab be x he UN As acts wth 


e Lord Almighty. © 
:Þ general, St. Pail will have; That - if any one does. Praznig 
la "2 73s | other Doltrines than thoſe which are containdan tha Gojpud, 
whic we have recejved, which muſt belnfallibility-ynderſtpgd, 
to the Dottrines of Faith, and thoſe "that Ttelate' tg, the Worſhip 4-::thagyug 
þ4 uld pronounce Anathema: againſt Hite n wore Tg Gvhpnny a Paull: Werehe 
an Angel of Heaven. .. 
But it is neceſſary to Obſerve, that when we ſoy, according; to the Doatin of 
that Z T hat we are to prefer Truth and Piety before Unity ; . that:is; -to 


to lay, chat which Chriſtian Religion has Eſfential-in it, 'and;without which 
nor ſubfiſt, \ There are ſome Doctrinesand' Practices which.give 2 jult cy 
ation : And therefore ," they which/ overturn-the .Zundameptal 
ranity,,..r that are incompatible withitrue Piety-; ſuch: as'2re 
y rrors\ of Hereticks, and the Impietics of Idolaters. - But there 
- "ee as contrary as they* ar&eirher to- Truth or to: Piety, ſuf- 
'fer Sill the Ground ad LAG Fo ap _ "o _ the ak _ 
| extain Superſtitious es; andirw uit an 17uD0a 
Rene from oEkrerfen for Errors or Prafticewob that Natire. +. 
hag" oftrin of the ſame Apoſtle; 'Ar rhe'Jame time that he: Qxders 
[4 © 9-5 to avoid Hereticks, and' to Separate: from Idolaters,. as be- 
Port. &--.. he wilt haye ns ori the contrary, To Receive: ſuch 4s are 
F Cor: lit oF "5 in the Paith,. and that we! ſure our ſelvest0 their: Pra- 
| EO acts, of Ft of. being Scandalqiis to them. _, 

| Pers ; that a kv) ton of St. Baxl;;. there 


Pe ;* "vg ones 3? andallowedof;' Cy -- 


|: Jebration of, thi bf Communion; and inthe other, .to-theſe Feaſts which the 


[2 br Iv. ""Infidels and the 1dolaters. Be not unequally Toked with.the Infi- 


d but of the Eſſence of Truth,” and'of the Evangelical-Piety ; - that - 


PLE ED 
7 ae 


. | fs i1) : 
ary ; the. other is vaſt sn@Criinal;cand y for on f 
aig eel paration is that by which we preſervethe Edence of the: Lruthy of 
Teen iiah Faleh hand of Piety; - or of the 'Evangelick orttip g th hey; Ree 
yoince the Communion of Hereticks and 1dotaters, rr ly uin Fai th ang 
Piety by their faHePr ie" apr and by their falſe Worſhip. - And-the unjult-56 
paration is that, by which they ſeparate themſelves from aSociety,. or from, 
Petſon, who Reſerves all the Eſſence of Truth and Godlinets, tho” there _ 
ſomething tobe taken away either it! DoCtrin, or[/Practice, | "1038 
Orie"and*the other of theſe Separations may be made, either by Way « of Ries 
treichment,” or by means of letting then alone. '- The Separation by way of Ry 
trenching is no other thing than Excommunication; and Separation/ by; way;al 
12ying thera afide, 'is made, "when we abandon of our ſelves a Society, "1 
which we will hayeno Communion. - | 
" The'Catholicks Anciently 'Separated themſelves from the Arriahs by way of 
Regs when they Anathematized thoſe Hereticks'in the fainouw:Conue! 
of Nice." And inlatter times our Fathers Separated themſelves from the Rei | 
Cherch, by the way of having nothing todo with them z when they forfooky hel ci: 
Communion, to render to God the true Worſhip he” | ogra his ChildFet. 
And theſe Two Separatioris wete both very tawful. te _ RW 
* Was there any thing more Juſt than to Excommunicate the tees | 
to Expell them from the Boſome-of the Carbolick Church thoſe Hereticks whi 
nyed the Eternal Diyinity of the Son of God, - and who: Roinet: by thi 
all the Myſtery of our Redemption 7 "That way they Undermined the F 
ons of the Chriſtizn Religion; "and quite overturned ir, © 
© But'was there anythir \more Juſt than tb forfike the Communicerel 4 
may Church ? Of a Church that Taught an infinite number-of "Capital" Errors 
their Doctrines, whoſe W NORe. was full of Superſtition, and Idolatry, -and} 
whoſe Government was ( erated to an inſufferable Tyranny?"Their Com: 
miſffion'was brought to chat point, that their Corrninien could no longer be bus; 
_ dreadful, Apocn. 18, 2...&.17: 5, *he was become a Dweling for and the 4 _ 
ther of - Fornications, and of all the Abominable things of the World. © Knd then't . 
was our moſt happy Anceſfors madea'Separition.,< They Obeyed the Heavenly: 
Voice, that Cryed to them, To depart from that Wicked Babylon, for fear th : 
ſhould partake of their Wickeaneſs, and be involved in their Wounds, APQC. 13. i 
Bur' on the :other fide the Arr54%s eps rated themſelves from the Carholick 
ve Separate: AC 
$ cooeg by w 
. Trem. - 
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Church, by way of laying them: Free = they began-to 
ſemblies. And the Roman Ghurch did Separate her ſell 1 

of 'Retrenching ;,. r the Anathewatized themin, the"Cou: 
both theſe TEE Were very and very ain, deg in 
one wo the t th priced om that Party that pro thand 6 =p 
neſs ; prey Feparated, to caſt themſelves into. © ag GN 


lineſs. my 
It. is not cnly the the aration .of Hereticks 81 
the.Schiſmaticks 13; al 


and Criminal : 


the Rondsof--the Sn a 
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brch, or ſome particular perſon, abour indifferent things, ſuch as. make not 8 4: 
= eſſential part of Religion. 

- Such was the Separation of the Novatifts, who in the-bottom retaining. the 

whole Eflence of Faith, and of Piety, did ſeparate themielves 
[| Sor. Hip. Eccl. from the Body of the Catholick Church, becauſe ir received ts 
0b. iv. cap. 28, its Communion, and to its Peace, thoſe that were fallen during 
j .. _. the Perſecution ; and -did' admit to the- particip.tion of the 
holy Communion thoſe who had ſianed after Baptiſm, and afterwards capreſſed_ a 
[Repentance of their Errors. For, not $0 ſay here: that the . Catholicks.-were .in 
_edgrighs in the Conclufion, that.was but-a' diſpute of . Diſcipline, which conſe- 

y touched not the eflential part of Chriſtianity. 

"Such alſo was the Separation of the Donatifts, rr abandon'd the. Society. of 
the ſame Catholicks, under pretence of ſome perſonal Faults, 
» Ep. 48. ad of which they accus'd Ceciliaxw, Biſhop of Carthage, or thoſe 
& alib; from whom he had received the Epiſcopal Ocdination ; which 

Actuſations. they conld never PFOvGs: a St: Adufim reproches 

them in divers places.. 
- Such, 1 in Fine, bas been the ation of divers other: Sects, which From time to 
have rent the Church by their Schiſms, under. vain and ridiculous pretences, 

e have now ſeen, Diarly Beloved Brethren, what St. Pan's Dottrin was con- 
| cering the Unity of the Church, We ſhall fee in another Letter, if it pleaſes the 

Lord, what has.been * both ;the DoCtrin and prattice ef. the primitive Church on 
gw _ will examio, at the ſame time, of what Nature that Separation is, 
| bord! parts your Church, whether it is Logitimate, -or-Unjuſt. In the mean 
/ time we ſhall pray to. God, with Fervency;to. return tp. it- his peace. we. Areg in. 
// all fincerity, our Dearly Beloved Brethren, - 
| oiArmnio Fan, 1s | Yaw moſt bunble, and. moſt obedient, 
168;. 1 i Lind moſt affetidnate Brethren ## the Lord, 


"The SECOND LETTER i= Ges « 


. Dearh Beloved Brethren, 


T the latter end of. our Firſt Letter, we did engage to ſhew in this, what hs 
been the DoQrin and the practice of the primitive Churchi, in Feare of the 


— — 


6 = of Unity, To acquit our ſelves of ourpromiſe,; we ſhall now ſay, "That 
7 Bbq of the Firſt Ages trig append the difference the is be- is be- 
ixt a lawſul ation,- and” aft un And-. that they believ'd* corifor- 


| Wow to'St. Paxl, That they ought:to ſeparate for Capital Errors, ſuch-as ovyer- 

1.-turned'the Foundaien of Chriſtian Religion ; but that the Borids of: Commin- 

-nion.were nat to be broken, nor for indifferent Things, por for flight Errors,nor 

Fae ſuch practices which did not deſtroy the ground of piet 

17s hoy Alps 62 Drag ir Anathema's *eainſt the Hereticks, they 
hold no Con them-z, but they did not ſeparate enki 


— A 
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ia {-thit extreinic Rigor is-not to-beagproved of, With which St-Cyprihy 
| condemn all Ms VOOR to Everlaſting Fire; we Ire; awe wal not Ser IT, TEST o 
= Ep 48 which hay for Unity. try 1 Bs 
Vim , inUiversplaces6f hs Works, 268 the | Bar 

© even maintains, that that Charity which gt. Ort fied how me 
In \ remginin in Unity with thoſe that were not of? his Opitiion, had blotted rw M 
thatSpot which he had contrate by his Error, conſerving the Baptiſin'o of "Hires | 
Ficks, andof Schiſmaticks, *-*— - ets 
\ It is true that St. Auſtin txvnſtretci'a too farther of ' Unity; aswell mo 
Cyprigh, Excluding, like him, the Seb//marichs fromSalvation. At hiriders þ:(+] th 
bat thoſe praiſes which "he- allow*tito St. Eypriat's Indlination'for Unny, wete” 
very juſtly grounded ; and thatghey- were both' right, to recommend it with, 
ivreat Care, and to look on Schi/mas #'moſt horrid Crime. * : 
ot Jreneus had been before'them of rhe: fameMind, / as he expr We gt It, on. the, 
\account of the” Difference which was rifen th'theEarch:!'.on the in Which 
the Feaſt of Exftty, Wii to br*OWErd :* The Church of 4 7s, 
Filed Hiſt. Ee-""4id Celebrate it the fameDay"that the Jews did, namely the: 
61. Lib. 5. Cap, Fourteenth of the'Aoor'; *and" the EL HH of the dther” 


(4) 


24; Churches did Obſerve it but oi the 22s we Herye It 
Y ſill wk Day. = this" Point, "whith was bot'a 3 $I 
i{Gpline, Yi&w Biſhop. of Roms: carry Himffeif to) to 
mknIcate all therchenhy HAfia, - and'thoſe of "tt covin-, 
ccauſe. they refus?d to Conformthemfelves to thePrat Rom. 
Bs Irenens ding 2dvertiv thercof;*Weit'to fin th | WD 
"the Gautes," a Letter of* which Enſebiua his Tre ervauns 1s Tome ome-Fr: F As, in" 
hich after having declard;"that he 'was' of the fatne Mind I ih Vietor.; he Cons. 
Ne n'd his Paſſion with much liberty, and ſtrangely repreſented i him, th eg 
Queſtions of that Nature, © the Bonds'of ut nion were 2\ 5 to be broken 
por the Peace of. tlie Church to be diſtarb?d,” 7s 


-- "There wete divers other Biſhops: whith' 2pprov'd not of 4 

Ilia. .__  -. Tops Deſign no'more Than” SE. {rene did,” a1 ) h 
 -** him afterthe ſame, manner that he had done; ao Exhorg 1 Ih 

to Pas ahd Unity, and to'Charity,” towards his Neighbour: 

"D But that which proves. better yet, the Unanimous Conſent of* the Primitive 


urch in that Opinion, that no Separation was'to'be on flight Differentes ; "ate 
Examples” Shich were alleds's by p 7 LY 
ſhew him, his ConduCt was oppe to what had a ays beer 
GE, _Chnarch'; he repreſented to'him, that thifte ot © 

” ' rence on the accondt of the Day 'on'whi reload ] 
01K: _ © was to be kept; dur even alſo on the Form' of the Faſt which 
#= tobe Obferr'd MINE ng Feaſt , that ſome fac _ We Po: 
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11 Forty Hors r6: 


St. Trenems, in that 


ame Lerter to 
ifed id} 
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{> bf ) | > of 
:their;Anceſtors: Butthat howevetPeagd 
sjawin fil Preſery*d, in thatreſpe&t.  Aﬀcer «thi 
he Nam'd to Fiifoydivervof. hisPredectfiors; whoſe Condutts had beemeffetus 
ally very different fromis; 'Hemention?d tobim Amicerw, Pius, Hygin, Tele 
"phorus, and Xiftns, all Biſhops/of | Xo-e;; who not keeping the Feaſt of Eafter, of 
the fame Day-the Churchegofi: Hfe did;*and even not permitting thoſe-who liv 
under their Miniſtry to Celebrate it that. Day ; did not however abſtain from re= 
Coltmnanion thoſe:Perſons of thoſe Churches which were at 
kbritetharFeaſt xfter-their own manner,and that this was 
e;  becanſe ir 'was:done m theimidſt of a Peo 


#jt 1nd Tong finceb 
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Lib. 5. Cap. 22: 
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'E 
-the-/diverfity of places. 


'2MI&t6 alledgany Preceptfeoin Scripture” to'ſupport theirs; ' it; ſhew?d'thie Apd- 
i | MRNA the liberty to follow: that which they lik*d beſt: jo 


If_that from the firſt Ages there have heen/ ſore Biſhops of Rome 'who Have: : 
alba the" paa0e of the Church for ſach Hike things, it was doubtleſs becauſe thag. 
the'Ambition and Pride which were to be one day the two Coloms of the Reign. - 
of Antichriſt began to ſide into their Chairs. *But their Condut was nor appros :; 
vedof; and they were reprovd for it by the Biſhops tlieirCollegues, as we have-. 
ſeenit in Fi&or, _ —-— tires 7 20 erin Sets + nit. 
- Andif there was ſome other particular $chi/m1,as that which! - 2.2 
wag ig the Church of Antroch, on the account of - Melzrius with 15.1, 2.0, 44." 1 
whomthe'brher Biſhops would have noiCommunilen;all Ortho- 4+ 33> %s WEES IET + 
dox,and all Confeſſor as he was,becauſe he had. received theOrdinatian owatilks 
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1, A. 
"the Arrians, The reaſon was, that the Church at all times has had its defeAts, 
-and /its imperfetions ; and that it has always been ſubject to thoſe Diſorders 
which might be caus'd by Men's particular Paſſions, or a miſtaken Zeal, «little 
enlightned. But after all, its-general and common Praftice has been co preſerve 
the Peace and Union amoreg(t its Members, notwithſtanding the diverſity of their 
Opinions, and of their Cuſtoms, in things which appertain*d not to the Eſſence \, 
of Chriſtian Religion. | Ch 
It is but ſince that time that Pride has got to its higheſt pitch, and that the 
Roman Church has put into her Head thoſe pretended Privileges of its Infallibili- 
ty, and Sovercign Authority ; that it has carried itſelf- to that exceſs of -Raſh- 
neſs, as to pronounce Anthems on all that never: fo little deviates from its Opi- 
nion, even in the leſs important things. Who could Read without Horror all ; 
thoſe Vain Arathema?s, which it has thrown forth Council of Trent, with as i 
little Judgment as Charity ? + | : 
Let us leave, dearly beloved Brethren, "that Prond Spouſe of Antichriſt, 
whoſe haughty Pride equals her Impurity.; let: us: leave her to ſpend in Vain her | 
Thunders, without the leaſt Diſcretion, and to throw-them without diſtintien ; 
.on thoſe who Condemn her greateft impieties, -and-gn thoſe that reject the leaſt 
of her Ceremonies. As for us who ere the Children of the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
let us be Animated with his Spirit, which is a- Spirit: of Charity, Tf -any one 
will Conteſt with-us on things which touch not the Efſence of Religion, let us 
__.. fay with 'Sr. Pani, : that that is'n0t our Cuſtom, nor that of the 
1 Cor, xi: 16, Churches of God. Let us bear in Charity with one anothers 
Matth. xii, 20, Weakneſles, in imitation of: Chriſt, who quenches nor the ſmoake 
. ing Flax, nor breaks the bruiſed Reed. Let us not Condemn avy = | 
one lightly, and let us always Live with our Brethren in perfeft Union. -- ; 
- Give us leave, dearly beloved Brethren, to Ask you here, Why you Act 
- Otherwiſe in this? That Doctrin which we have Eftabliſh'd, is that of the Pri- 
mitive Church, and of the moſt Holy of its Bi of St. Polycarpus, of St. | 
F$enews, of St. Cyprian, of St. Auſtin, and of anin number of others which | 
we name not. It is tha of St. Pal, it is even that of Chrift Jeſus. Why do 
you not follow it then ? Why are you Separated one from another? Why Live 
you not all in one and the ſame Communion , as Brethren in one Family ? Why | 
have you not the ſame Churches, the ſame Aſſemblies , the ſame Paſtors? Is it | 
that you Accuſe one another of having Ruin'd, Chriſtian TruthJ or Chriſtian © 
Piety ? Is it that you mutually look on -one another as Hereticks, or Idola- | 
ters ? God defend us from Taxing you with ſuch thoughts. ] 
| - You haveall one and the ſame Faith, the ſame Sacraments, the ſame Hope, 
and the ſame/Qbjett of your Worſhip. You all acknowledg the ſame God. ior 
Father, and the ſame Chriſt Jeſus tor your Saviour. You have all been Bap- 
tized with the ſame Baptiſin, and you all partake of the ſame Eucharift. . You 
' all Aſpire to the ſame Heavenly nbericanng: You all Worſhip the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, one only true God Sovyereignly Adorable and .you 
Adore but him alone, You have all equally Renounc*d Popery ; you all Con- 
demn its Errors ; you all Abominate its Impicties 5 and you haveall the ſame - 


SS AL OE tu 


til 


ie oder 4 P - Qu 
TIT DG ons LEN, IG ; e 2 
5x FO." CARE Be WRT” 37 Gao CEA 4 Ws SRL 

CS"; Ne EC ES AT b Te | OP EL 2; EN ON On oe ” \ . « EET - rt 2 BEAN 
x 42 CER I LR w* 2&2 s a ro RES 2H; RIES S EF IN 2. a V3Y oY g4 EIS Ws IL. 0+ ; LSE Lk PE Wo : ” 4 GS Fo ad 
ws TEOALs On Wet bt” HET Es beeFs) IE SE IE 35 ERS, 492 ” ENS Ned oat 2 ro ton TS OS A ES EI IVC AR AL Ee i ARE SE GE Ee Eee oy LOA EEE, Red RE Dl CHEFS 
Cope ar, oe WII OM EE CR Ee ae CONE 2 a Gn A 7 TEE I NS Ie 2 IS; -. e- ES Bore et re I CAE I DEST. 8 REO ETA I tr ESI IN 
Tp Th ORE a IT ECT ES, 200” Os ST oo III ts + Ireke Fs OO TATE be Sy We Ob in 2 HE FITS” Ot $92 ets 0 % MO SOL; WO He tows = by x, POO EN TE ge LN UW AN ONS de 
1 I; Bu es IO po REOOOIS Oo OE a Os CES hee OW 7 ET I AP IP Ip tt Ag ies Et dy RE Gd opt I or ID CI Bb, ian LY eb VE EEO UNENE SEE Ree HATE Cn Es ed fo on LO 
_ = LOS AP PONCE LIT Re OY OE ue Es OBE. INDE ISR NPE A SOIT BY ITS CO TE SI PBT BOAT NOTRE LATEST PEI or LLP £3 RENE TE ME TSS, FTE Is REA. 

- £ ” 5 obn. FESER 04 A OY Se C3 CLE "7 44 \S 

EEE SIS 


f--» the $thof . 


£173) — 
. You. both cetaia Truth and Piety, and your Separation therefore cannot bub 
be ſinful. If there is any lng wanting to.you, our Dearly Beloved Brethren, We 18 © 
Charity, a mutual Sup » and a Brotherly Union, Way it not for want of - 
Charity, that the Sacred Bonds of Communion have been broken, on the account 
of a Form of Eccleſiaſtical Government, of Veſtures and Ornaments,of | 


_ and Ceremonies, which cannot be: conſiger'd by ſuch as judge with equity of | 


things, not neceſſary, nor as.impious ; in a word, on the account of the exterior 
part of Religion, which abſolutely depends on Diſcipline ? ern et toe that to 
ſeparate, to make particular Aſſemblies, to ſet yp Altar againſt Altar, to rend int 
pieces not Chriſt his Coat, but his dear Spouſe, his own Body ?. ._ _ 

We ſeek not here which of the'two Parties has given occaſion for this Separa- © 
tion, and which conſequently: is the moſt guilty ; But we will tell you, with Free- 
dom, Dearly Beloved Brethren, it:is almoſt impoſſible but that there has been ſome 
defe&t on both ſides. Thoſe who ſeparate themſelves for indifferent things, or 
which at leaſt are..agrecing with the Ground of Religion, doubtleſs do violate 
Charity ; and thoſe who ſuffer ſuch a Separation, rather than to renounce thoſe 
ſame indifferent things. but are, however, ſcandalous to their Brethren, can- 
not deny but that they wrong it alſo. We can boldly fay, that St. Paut has nt 
done either the one or the other. He who made himſelf all things to all; and wind 
proteſted, that if _ fleſb offended his brother, he would never eat fleſh, for fear of offend- 
ing bim, 1 Cor. Ix. 22. ib. yiil. 13. | _—_ 

We mention not. thoſe Perfecutions which you have ſuffer*d of one another, 
they . are Objects fit to; be - Bury'd in Eternal Oblivion, and that you 
ought to endeavour to blot out of your Memories. Let us leave what is paſg'd, 
and let us think of Repairing by a Conduct quite different of that which we have 
hitherto kept, thoſe Faults which we.have committed, till this preſent. 

We Conjure you, Dearly Beloved Brethren, by the Bowels of Compaſſjons of 
God's Mercy, and by the Blood of Chriſt Jefus, to Reunite your ſelves at laſt in 
one Communionx ſeeing that notwithſtanding your Separation, you are ſtill 
United in one Faith, and in one Worſhip. Baniſh from amongſt you the Words 
of Conformiſts, - and of Non-Conformiſts of Epiſcopals, and of Presbyterians. 


ry . 


"Cauſe thoſe. Odious Names to be forgotten, which are the Witneſſes of your - 


Schifſm; and, Aﬀpire all to. attain and deſerve the Glorious Name of Chriſti. 
ans by an Union and Charity'worthy the true Diſciples of Chriſt Jeſus. | 
Beſides the Genera] Motives which are drawn even from the very Foundation 
of Chriſtianity, and from the Nature of the Church, and which we have touchd 
upon in this Letter, and in the precedent ; there are divers particular Reaſons 
which ought powerfully to lead you to Reunion. They ſhall be, if God pleaſes, 
the Buſineſs of a Third Letter, which we propoſe to Write in ſome few Days. _ 

Mean time we Wiſh to you that Grace and peace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we - 


are always with all our Hearts, Our Dearly Beloved Brethren, 


Your moſt Humble and moſt Obedient Servants, and 


poſt AﬀeRtionate Brotherr,, in Chriſt Teſue,, N.N. | 
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' © Owr Diarly Beloved Brethren, 


| E ſhall not produce to you all the particulars which ought to ob» 
| \y lige you to Reunite in one Communion, we ſhall only mention the | 
| Chiefeſt of them, and of greateſt force. 
' © Shall it be neceſſary to tell you, That-yourDiviſion-has been ready toRuin both 
| Parties of. you ? You know this already. -- Have/you not-ſeen'your ſelves on the 
| very brink of Deſtruction? What great progreſs had Popery-already done among (h 
| you? Youhave ſeen that dangerous Enemy;,: who ſeemed not long ſince wholly 
 ſuppreſ&d in England, begin to raiſe up his Head again; come out-of' that obſcuri»s {4 
| ty in which he had been lurking, attack you boldly, and promiſe to-himſelf na- | 
| thing leſs than an abſolute Victory ; and ſuddenly to raiſeſhis Trophees.. on the 

Ruins of your Religion, and all your Liberties. WL” Boone Tits 5 
_ An Engliſh Embaſſador was already Reſident at Rome, and a Pope's Nuntio in 

England: A Jeſuit was crept into the King's Privy-Council:;.. who ' was the 

great Wheel of all the Actions of © the Cours. Ye were already diveſted of 

alt your Employments and Offices, to adorn the Papiſts with them » And intheir 

Hands were depoſited, the Intereſts of the State, the Concerns of Religion, and 

all your particular Aﬀairs ; your Wealth, your Libertypyour:Honour, and even 

your Lives. The Parliament-was wo more but a ſhadow.-. The Arch-Biſhops, 

Biſhops, .and Inferior Clergy, could no-longer do their Duties in ſafety-: _ Either 
a Suſpenſion, or a Priſon, was the Reward of thoſe who would be true to Chriſt, | 

Maſs was openly ſaid in Londov, Chappels,- Churches, - and: Monaſteries, were 
were. publickly Erefted ; where there reſorted whole: Swarms of Priefts and 

Monks of all forts. Declarations were - Publiſh?d for. the . Subverſion -of your 
moſt Solemn and -Sacred Laws, and to- entirely Eſtabliſh the Roman Religi- 
en. Inſhort, if things had gone a little longer in the ſame Road , you might | 
have iy farewell to England's Liberty, and. to the Proteſtant: Reljgion in; that | 
Kingdom.” Lo SQ: ©: TAL 

Was not all that the froit of your Diviſion ? Had your -Enemies ever-thought 
to attempt ſuch things, if they had ſeen you firmly United-?: :Durſt they have .. 
undertaken it, though they had had ſuch thoughts ?. But ſeeing you. divided as 
you were, they imagin*d that it was cake go ſuppreſs you, and that they might at- 
tempt all things unpunidh'd: | ney, 

+ Tothat purpoſe they themſelves did caſt Oil into.the Fire, which-was-but too 
muchkindled already: Fully perſuaded of this Oracle of Chrilt, :That every King - 
dom divided againſt it ſelf # brought to nonght, and every City or Houſe dividedapainſt 

| 5#r ſelf ſhall not ſtand, Matth. xi. 25. . They fomented. your Diviſions with all 
| _ might, to get the means of deſtroying you more certainly, and with more 
caſe. 0 We 
; What Springs did they not ſet in motion, what Arts did they not employ, to 
| - Increaſe your Animoſities? Sometimes they Courted the Biſhops, and ſometimes 
- the Probyterjans; they flatter'd their Paſſions by gyrns. Sometimes they ſir'dap 
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the Biſhops Zeal to the Conformity of the Publick Worſhip; and' ſometimes | 
they inflam'd the Presbyterians Defires for Liberty of Conſcience. They laid 
Bates for all, to inſenfibly engage them in the Court's Defigns. Sometimes they 
urg*d on the Biſhops'to Perſecute the Presbyterians ; and ſometimes again, they 
manag'd the tormented Minds of the Presbyterians in oppoſition to the Biſhops. 
In a word, they omitted nothing to animate you more and more one againſt ano- 
ther, and to,make you all concur to their own deſtruction, 

Thoſe Arts had' ſucceeded ſo well with them, that they could undertake all 
things without danger ; in truth they did attempt all, and under the ſhelter of 
your Diviſions their Enterprizes had almoſt always their wiſh'd for ſucceſs, 

Already, from all parts, Englaxd was look?d upon as a Kingdom deprived of 
its Liberty, and not only ſubmitted to an Arbitrary Power, and to an Abſolute 
Authority, that is, to all the Humours of the King, and of his Council, but to 
the Tyranny of Popery alſo. All Exrope was in a Maze at it. Rome and its 
Abettors were already preparing their ſolemn Rejoicing. The Reformed Church-. 
es did'tremble at it, ' and beholding you on the Edg of the Precipice, they all 
fear*d being involy*d'in your Ruin. | 

Is not this, our Dearly Beloved Brethren, a powerful Motive to lead you to 
Reunion and Peace ? Your Diviſions have been on the point of Deſtroying you: 
Ought you not then to Reunite your ſelves, for fear of falling once again in the 
like dangers ? ' MOORE : | 

When a Kingdom is divided into divers Factions, and that it tears it ſelf. in 
pieces with its own Hands, there is nothing more eaſie than to overcome it. It 
1s the ſame with the Church; while it is divided into Schiſm, her Enemies eaſily 
Tryumph over her Weakneſs. And God on his part, to puniſh her for having 
oppreſs*d Charity, does abandon her to the Cruelty of her Enemies, and permits 
them to Rifle her. The Ancient Churches of Africa are Remarkable Examples 
of this. After the Schiſm-of the. Dornari/fs had exerciz?d its | = 
Furies againſt them, during divers Ages, God at laſtdeliver'd © 7/7. Ye. aeper. 
up that Country -to the. Yaraalsr, a Cruel and Barbarous Na. Afic, 7 
tion, infeted with Arriani/m, and permitted, that under | 
their Cruelties, thoſe poor Churches did ſuffer the moſt horcid Perſecution unto 
which the Churches had ever been expos'd. h 

God has not dealt ſqwith you, our Dearly Belov'd Brethren. He has not - 
wholly abandor'd you to the Fury of Popery : But without laying on the Blow, - 

he has been fatisfied only to ſhew you the Rods, to let you ſee what you may feat 

from his Anger if you.continue to Vex him by your Diviſfions. Flatter not your _ 
ſelves, It is 4 Dreadful Thing to fall into the Hands of the Living God, Heb. x. She | 

And Chriſt tells you this Day, as he formerly faid to the Church at Epheſus, I 

have ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou has left thy firſt Charity. Remember theres - 

fore from whence thou art fallen, and repeat and do the firſt Works, or elſe I will come © 
againſt thee ſhortly, and will remove thy Candleſtick, out of its place, except thou ; 
amend, Revel. xi. 45. Caſt yqur Eyes on our Waſted Churches of France, ſee 
with what feverity the Lord has treated them. They were not divided with 

Schiſm : Yet becauſe they had abug'd Charity in divers other ways, and that they 4 

were not Converted at his Word ;, he has Viſited them in his ] be 
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. has taken from them his precious Candleſtick, he has depriv'd themfrom the Mi- 
F niſtery of his Word, he has reduced them #0 theextreameſt Deſolation, Fear, 
| Eſt he ſhould treae you with the fame Rigour he has treated us; if you remain 
Impenitent as we were. You know that he Tpared not your Fathers, under the 
Reign of Aary : Have a Care leſt he Puniſh you as he did them. He is ever in- 
finitely Juſt : And we cannot ſhelter our ſelves from his Juſtice but by a ſerious 
Converſon, | ; 

To the Conſideration of his Juſtice, . join that of his Mercy.  Reunite your 
flves, Dearly Beloved Brethren, to ſhew him your Gratitude for that Miracu-. 
Tous Deliverance which he has Jately granted you, at the ſame time that you 
could not but think your ſelves loſt, paſt all Redemption. 

Repreſent to your ſelves England in the Condition ſhe was but ſome Months 
fince, She beheld on the Throne a Popiſh King, a great Zealot, who entirely 
abandon'd himſelf to the Will of a furious Jeſuit, and of an Imprudent Coun. 
cil, both Bigot, and iN deſigning ; on the other Hand, an- Ambitious King, 
who impatiently bore with the Juſt Limits the Laws ſet to his Authority; a _ 
Haughty King, Fearleſs.and Undertaking,who would be Obey'd in all things, and 
who found nothing difficult. It ſaw terrible Breaches madein its Laws, which are 
aS theBulwarks of its Liberty and Religion. It did ſee the Parliamentary Autho- 
rity AnnulPd, the Liberty of the Clergy oppreſs'd, - the People diveſted of their 
Privileges. It did ſee Right and Juſtice over-turn*d in a Thouſand ways, the 
Foundation of the Proteſtant Religion undermin*d, and tlie. Komar Religion re- 
eſtabliſh'd. | | 
It beheld all his, and was forc*d'to bear it. Of which ſide ſoever it caſt its 
Eves, it diſcover'd nothing from whence-it could expect Relief, nothing but 
what foretold to it the laſt of Evils. On the one fide Popery did grow Daily 
more kterce, and more dreadful, and puffed up with thoſe progreſſes which it had . + 
4 made of late, it endeavour'd Daily to po-on. Afﬀter it had Ruin'd the Reformed 
; Churches of Frarce, and of the Vallies of Piemont ; it labour'd inceſſantly to 
Ruin the Reformation of all- Ewrope. On the other ſide the Proteſtant Princes 
and States were not ſufficiently United, and ſome of them had peradventure ſuffi 
ciency of Zeal to undertake to reſiſt thoſe Attempts. And having ſeen the 
French Churches Periſh before their Eyes, without making one Motion towards 
_ ER it is probable, that they would let thoſe of Ezgland 

riſh alſo. | 
| mf in this Extremity in which Enp land ſees it ſelf Redunc%, it carries its thought 
' to thefuture; if turning them towards the Princes and Princefles of. the Royal 
/ Blood, flatters it ſelf with ths hopes, that a Change of Reign may producefome 
' Change in the Government, and m the Aﬀairs ; that budding Hope. will. foon be 
' Blaſted. To go on with the Tragedy, there is brought on the Stage, by the 
! Yheans of divers Mactines, a Prince of Wales, who'tho? but a Child, does never- 

theleſs Threaten it with an Eternal Slavery, PR, 

But who would have thought, that at the ſame Moment England was in that de- 
plorable Condition, it touch'd with its Fingers-end the very inſtant of its Deli- 
| vefance. ' Let ug Worſhip, , Dearly Beloved Brethren, with a profound -Humili- 

ty, that Wiſe Providence, - which needs but to blow on-the defgns of Men, to- 
ee nn wala | Reduce 
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that-in a ſhort time it owes to him its Safety and Deliverance, He gives him 


might ſucceed in it with pore Eafe, Giverts thoſe Obſtacles. which miighs.opſy 
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Reduce then to.Smoak ;. and;which by a Thouſand concealed Springs always 

ducts the Events tOL0t Very end, which it has propoſed z and which enrnswh 

| advantage of its Church, the Direful Plots of its E 

mies, Can it be doubted, but that this is the Finger of God 2? A Blow of: 

Adorable Hand ? Exed. wii. 19. Let us ſtudy well his Conduct, - let us-conſic 

it with Attention, and we ſhall perceive, that long ſince his Providence had 
par'd theſe things to bring them to that point in which fa ſee them. » 

Of the Generous Blood of. Naſſaz, and of the Blood Royal of Erglaxd, 
frames a Prince, who no ſooner begins to appear in the World, but he draws 
him the Eyes and Admiration of all the Earth, He abundantly Enriches h 
with all the Virtues which make up a Chriſtian, and an Hero. He places h 
in ſpight of all his Enemies at the Head of a Powerful Republick:: - But he pla 
him there, at ſuch a time, when that Republick is Zaraſgd with a' War, a 
almoſt overcome by the Arms of a potent Stranger 3 - and he ſo Orders thir 


Wite. a Princeſs Worthy of him; a Princeſs who is one Day to ſucceed, ba 
to the Crown of England, and to thoſe of Scotland and 1reland, 

England findng itſelf oppreſſed,in the manner we haye mention*d,do?s caſt ; 
eys on that*greatPrince andPrinceſs,whomake up allfics conſolation and its ho 
They both concern themſelves deeply in her Afflictions,eſpecially in the Opp 
ſjon under which they ſee the Proteſtant Religion, and they would gladly apy 
ſome Remedy to it. But the Conſideration which they have for a King, to wh 
the Princeſs owes cher Life; retains them ; and cauſes'that they are-contentec 
repreſent to his Majeſty, in a moſt reſpectful-manner, the juſt Sorrow they +h 
for what paſled in England ; and to make him ſome Propoſitions, tending to: 
Re-eltabliſhment of Quiet in his Kingdoms, | | 
— God permits that their Propoſitions are not ſo much as heard, and they are 
little conſider?d, that to exclude them from the Succeſſion, a pretended Prince 
Wales is ſet up as an Heir to the Three Crowns. - X 

That laſt Attempt, which Popery conſider?d as the chief Maſter-piece of 
policy and prudence, and which, in effe&, ſeem'd as if it would eftabliſh and ce 
firm it in E7glard, and there make it for ever triumph over the Proteſtane Ri 
gion, becomes, by a Miracle of Providence, the Rock agatnſtwhich-all itsP 
and Deſigns are daſh'd in pieces. ff h 

The Prince perceiving they no longer kept any Meaſures, thinks himſelf © 
ged to obſerve none of his fide, He ſees that at the ſame time Three King 
are taken from the1lluſtrious Princeſs, his'Spouſe ; they 'make an end of of: 
fing, beyond all hopes, the Peoples Liberty, and the Proteſtant Religion.” T; 
Reſpect which he preſerved till then for the King , yields at laſt to fuch gy 
Conſiderations, that he reſolves to run where Honour and Confcience's 
him. He frames a Deſign to go and relieve England; and that Commonwe: 
which we have mention?'d, deſirous to acknowledge,in ſome meaſure,thoſe Ob 
tions muy him ,, lends him Ships and Forces toexecute a Project ſo: worthy 
great Soul. & | 

God, who had deſigwd him for ſa great and glorious an Enterprize; that; 


a. 
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jim;The King of England conld _ no aſliftance bit from the King of France, 
poſe two Kings were ſtriftly united in their Intereſt, they were mutually engag't 
Fa Treaty to a&t in Concert,;to wholly extinguiſh the Proteſtant Religion in Eu- 
pe}, and, on the other hand, 'Lews XIV. was no leſs an Enemy to the Prince, 
ſhan a Friend to the King of 'England. But France baving torn its own Bowels, 
\aving extremely weakned itfelf, by thoſe Cruelties which it had exercis'd againſt 
he Reformed Religion, is not now ſo formidable as formerly. Its Neighbours 
' longer fear it, being reſolved not to bear the Inſultations whictr it conti- 
ually made over them, they are nnited together for their common defence. 1t 
|reates to itſelf Enemies all over the Earth, On the one ſide, a fmall Republick 
ks a Watch over its Fleet, which might have been.employ*d in - oppoling the 
'\rinces Defigns 3 in lieu of which, it ſpends itſelf on the Coaſts of Africa. On 
ihe other, an Elector of the Empire dyes, to draw uport its head all- Exrope, The 
|thapter, who has Right to name a Succeſſor, is divided in the Election. Two 
['rinces concur to theEleftorſhip : The one is'proteRed by the French King, the 
|ther by the Emperor, and the Pope. This cauſes ſome Diſturbances; there are 
[IAEED each fide , Manifeſto's are publiſhed 3: at laſt it proceeds to an 


{pen Rupture, which ſufficiently bufies France ,- not topermit it- to meddle with 
e Aﬀairs of England. | F | 
!! Mean time, this Prince Embarks himſelf at the head of a powerful Fleet , he 
|xppily arrives in England, he is there received with a thoutand Acclamations, and 
\; many Demonſtrations of Joy. © The Lords, the Magiſtrates,the Nobility,and 
lie People, behold him all-as their Deliverer ; and they themfelves lay open to 
'm the Gates of Cities, inſtantly whole Counties declar'd for him. - His Army 
zntinually increaſed, as faft as the King's Army waſted ; and the King perceiv- 
[g himſelf abandon'd by every Body; is forc'd to yield, and to cauſe the Convo- 
; tion of. a Free Parliament to be publiſd ; and, not long after, abſents himfelf, 
"1d ſeeks for a Retreat in France, + Finally, the Heavens are ſo propitious to the 
[ſince, yt he executes his Enterprize with ſuch an Eaſe, 2s it may be never had 
|: Example. | | 
|: Where are thoſe prophane perſons that dare to deny Providence? Can they be 
\/blind, as not-to ſee it act in this important Occafion ? 
| Bleſſed be for ever the Almighty God, for having watch'd for you quring your 
ep; for having ſavd you,when all things ſeem?d to conſpire your Ruin! What 
{knowTedgments ought you to have, and to expreſs to him for it / What thanki- 
ving onght you to render him ! With what Zeal ought you to publiſh theſe 
'nderful Things which he has done for your Deliverance ! With what Arden- 
', with what Devotion ought you to require of him, that he would himſelf finiſh 
at great Work which he has ſo happily began ! 
But to-give him yer greater and more fenſible marks of your juſt Acknow- 
igments, and oblige him to fix more and more in Erglard,the Authority of the 
ws, the Quiet and Liberty of the People, and the Proteſtant Religion ; it is 
Geſlary, Dearly Beloved Brethren, that you hereafter avoid to diſpleaſe and of- 
d him; and that by your Converſation,you cauſe him to let fall Cook his hands 
ſe Rods which he had already takenup to chaſtiſe you. Turn to him there- 
E with all your hearts, and your Schiſm being , doubtleſs, one of thoſe Sins. 
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' © France, 1s preciſely the ſame? which you would have eftabliſh'd in Exglazd, There was among 
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which had the moſt contributed to the Hadling of his Anger againſt you, reun 
your Selyes al] together,and cauſe the external peace which you already beg] n' 
enjoy by his infinite merey, to be accompanied with the inward peace of yal 
Church: Thus did the Ex/te:x-Churches under: the-Emperor 

Gall. They were divided by the Schiſm of the Novatians, aud Ep. Dio. Ale, 4 
that Diviſion'continu*d ſo long as they were perſecuted; but no E#/cb. Hiſt, Eco 
fooner was the perſecution ended, that they all reunited one 1b. v4, cap. 5, 
with another, as we learn it by a Letter from Demis Biſhop of - 

Alexandria. Do the fame at this preſent,while the Parliameat ſhall labour in tl 
Re-eſtabliſhment of the Laws, of Juſtice, and'of good Order in the State ; 1; 
bour all unaimouſly to re-eſtabliſh the peace of the Sanctuary, and never groy 
weary, till you have effetually perforn'd it; Give that Joy to tlie Church, whic 
has groaned long ſince, to ſee itfelf torn by ſo many Schifms, and which canne 
receive a greater Conſolation in the midſt of the perſecution which ſhe ſuf 
from her Enemies, than to ſee all -her Children reunited together in the Sacret 
Bonds of Charity and Peace. . Your Reunion will be, perhaps, an Example 
which God may make uſe to diſpoſe all the Proteſtants in Exrope:to- unite al 
in one Body, and in one Communion. What an happineſs would it not bg, if wi 
could ſee not only. in Erpland, the Presby:er5ans reunited with the Biſhops, : but. it 
Germany alſo,the Lutherans join'd to the Reformed; all the Proteſtants,in-a'wore 
reunited one with another, making no longer but oze flock, as they have all by 
ore Shepherd, Then we might ſay with confidence, that God were entirely appea 
ſed with his Church,and that he were preparing himſelf tro. make her triumph ov 
all her Enemics.-.. May the Heavens Jet us ſee ſuch happy days ! But if the timi 
of the general Peace of the Church is not yet come, may the God of Peace gizi 
i the-mean time that Peace to the Church of England; and after he has given it 
may he preſerve it to her throughout all Ages to the laſt Poſterity. We are, with 
all our keart, Oar Dearly Beloved Brethren, | A 


A—Jan.8. | Your moſt humble and moſt obedient Servants, 
1689. And moft aff Fionate Brothers 'in Chriſt Feſus, N.N 


[The Fifth Letter to the Presbyterians of ENGLAND. 


Deatly Beloved Brethren, on ; 

TT" Hough in the Three Lettets which we h2ve writ to the Proteſtants of Exgland in genera 
We have all:dgeddivers Reaſons, which appear'd to ns ſatficiently firong, ro bring ye 

all th a Reunion, We yet have thought it would nor be in yain re exhort you to it 1n particular, 
That which'we have to ſay, ought not to be fnſpe@ed by you , in thoſe Differences whic 
yeu have whth the Biſhops, we wholly fide with yeu; and that Diſciplige under which we li 


| —— 


us veither Archbiſbops, nor Biſhops. There was no Sabordination, nor Supremacy ,amongſt os 
Paſtors ; they all pofſeſt the ſame Miniftery, in a perfe& Equaliay. Their Hzhits were plainam 
wodeft, it wasſo with the publick Services of our Churches ; there cannov be ebſery'd a greats 
Plainneſs, than that we obſerv'd 1n ir. We hed no magnificent Charches,Ornaments,nor Cere 
monies. There could be nothing obſerv'd in our Aﬀemblies of Piety , which relifh'd of th 
vain Pomp of Popery : And we can ſay with Confidence, char eirker in our Sertmens, in of 
Prayers,or in our ordinary Pſalms ; in the Adminiftration of the Sacraments, or of Fafts, \ 
had not retain'd the leaft hadowof Romen Superſtition, This was not only our Praftice,bu 
believe thar ſuch a Praſtice is moſt worthy of - the plainneſs of the Goſpel. 
_ That Conformiry which is betwixs your bemuments and ours, gives ys t Dearty | 
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Wretbren, t will receive with favourable Difpofitions; thefe Advices which we have to/ 
hoy ch. fwq | garaghge teaft, thar you willnor take them-in ill pert; 8nd, kekieregoas 
1321! give yon our Opinions with a Bretherly Freedom. ©, FrD4ci 
KF We ſhall firſt Obſerve in general; thar there isa real Schifm in England. You 
{ive not there one with another under the ſame Miniſtery. You Aſſemble not in. 
he fame Churches, You partake not of the-fame Fable.; ina Word, you en- 
| ertain not amonefſt you that Communion of the Saints, which ſhould moſt ſtrict» 
| bind together all the Members of Chriſt Jelugs Body. 
" If yon Liv'd in different Kingdoms, if you did not acknowledg the ſame Laws, 
the fame Sovereigns, it would not be ſtrange you had not the ſame Miniſtery, 
2OF the fame Ceremonies? And providedthat according to. occaſions, you re« 
\zerv'd one anothe= Murualy to. each others Communion ; the difference of your 
IIS would not render you gutlity of Schiſm. "Thus did the Eaſternand 
|Yeſterz Churches formerly du, they kept a Communion one with another, not- 
[withſtanding their vaſt diſtance of place, and difference of Cuſtoms. Thus the 
'Ergliſh Church, and the Reformed Churches of France, had Communion: alſo 
|>ne with another, before the Ronin of: this laſt. They had neither the Eccleſi- 
ick Government, nor the ſame Ceremonies : Yet the Frexch Proteſtants which 
| ere in England were receiv*d withont any difficulty to the Communion of the 
\Engliſh-Church, and' they made-no Scruple on their part to-Communicatewith it. 
[nd the Members of the Engliſh Church which were in Fraxce were there receiv*d 


mmunicate with them. 
"But it is not the ſame between the Epiſcopal Church and the Presbyterians; 
Fe alt Live in the ſame Kingdom, in the ſame Cities, and fometimes in the ſame 
Honſes, you all own the Sovereign Authority, the fame'Magiſtrates,. the-fame 
Laws: Ina Word, ye are United together by all the Ties of the-Civil Seciety ; 
\vet you Form Twodiſtinct Bodies, inregard of Religion; and if” you ſay not to 
another expreſly Anathema, yet you have no Communion together. What 

calPd a Schiſin if that is not one ? FW 


14 


(fo to the Communion of the Reformed Churches, and they Scrupled not ta - 


ſhould wholly. tonform to the prattice of the Presbyterians. Conſider that © 
the Epiſcopal Church has on her {ide Poſſeſlion' and the Laws; of one fide ſhe * 
is generall3ccceirel in all the Countreys, and in all the Cities of England, it 
poilefles there all the Churches and all the Pulpits; and: on the other it is not 
only the predominant Church, but the only .cſtabliſhed Church, and ſupported 
by the authority-of the Laws. By what right could you' pretend to diſturb 
in its poſſeſſion ? or to require, that to give you ſatisfaction, ſhe ſhould re- 
nounce freely all thoſe Priviledges which ſhe enjoys under ſo lawful an Autho- _ 
rity? You ought to reſt ſatisfied, that on the contrary , ſhe has power to 
maintain her ſelf in that poſleſſion in which ſhe is, and which is authorifed 
the ſolemn Laws of the Kingdom. _ | - 44.9955 
But that you ſhould not think we allow a too great authority.to Poſſeſſion 
and to the Laws over Religion, 1t is neceſlary we ſhould clear to you our eon- 
ceptions on that point. | | 
Firſt, we confeſs that as to"the ground of Religion, neither Poſſeſſion nor 
Laws are any thing to it, and that they can give no Right or Prerogatives to 
2n Heretick or Idolatrous Church to remain in its Hereſy or Idolatry,. The 
Poſſeſſion protects neither Error nor- Crime, and the Humane Laws can. no 
more authoriſe what the Divine Laws forbid. In vain did the Roman Church 
alledge her Poſſeſſion to the Reformers ; that Poſſeſſion did "not; authoriſe: ber 
Errors nor her Superſtitions; and in vain it is, that the -Princes of her; Com- 
munion pretend to authoriſe their Religion by their Laws: all thoſe Laws 
have no force againſt thoſe Divine Laws which condemn it. If therefore the 
Epiſcopal Church was Heretical or Idolatrous, ſhe might alledge as-long as 
ſhe pleas'd the Poſſeſſion and the Laws, ſhe ſhould not. for that be the leſs 
obliged to renounce her errors or her impieties. | Fro” 
Secondly , as to what regards the external Diſcipline of the Church,.we- 
farther own two things; the one, that it can receive divers alterations, ac- *- 
cording to the variety of times, of places, and of occurrences: The other, | 
that it belongs to the Church itſelf to make the regulation, rather than-to 
the Sovereigns, in quality of Sovereigns. <5 Ts AI iba 
But after this conceſſion which we have made you, moſt on your part, Dear= © - 
ly beloved Brethren, agree with us in theſe following points: -. 4,1}. 4 
The Firſt is, that nothing.is to be alter'd lightly in an already eftabliſhed 
Religion , not even in regard of the exterior ; though the Regularities of 
Diſcipline are not perpetual, one ought not to touch them withaut, great 
neceſſity. Such alterations may ſcandalize weak conſciences ; they axe like- 
wiſe ſubject to divers other inconveniences, at leaſt when they cannot be made - 
without noiſe. . | | "i bþ dare} 5. 
The Second is, that one ought to avoid above all, as much 'as poſlible, to 
make any alteration in.the outward part of Religion, when opce it. is autho-, -_ 
riſed by Law ; though it properly. belongs to the Church rather than to-the. '- 7 
Sovereigns to regulate the Diſcipline, . and the out-ſfide of Religion,, 8$:We;:... © 


have already ſaid, it is ſometimes neceſſary , .that the: Sovereigus ſhould. 7 


meddle in it : and the Churches ought to have ſo much reſpec; fob. Shgl8:e6.. 
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Powers'to whom it has pleaſed God" to'ſubje& it, as to religiouſly ſubmit to-- 
their Laws, ſo long as they offend: not the conſcience, and that they are not 
contrary to this general precept of the Apoſtle, That all things be done decently- 
and with order, 1 Cor. 12440% | , 4 4/548" 

The Third point is , that when the-Sovereigns and: the. Subjects profeſs e- 
gqually the true Religion, the Sovereigns: have yet more right to meddle with 
the Regulation- of the- Diſcipline, than when-they are. of an other Religion. 
than that: of. their SubjzAts. Then as they make the moſt conſiderable part of 
the Church; ,which God has gathered in theie Kingdoms, their-will and plea- 
fure-is highly -to be regarded in ſuch- things as conſerve the external part of 
Religion; and. thoſe Laws. which they give in that reſpeCt, bught to be exact- 
Iz obſerved « : 

- "In fine, it- cannot be difputed to Sovereigns the Power of making ſuch 
Laws as regulate the exterior part of Religion. When the Sovereign Autho- 
rity, and the Legiſlative Power are either wholly, or in part in the hands of 
cle People, then'all:the People are the more oblig'd to ſubmit to thoſe Laws, 
beceuſe they have made them themſelves, or at leaſt haye had ſome ſhare in 
the 'making of them. In this-laſt caſe, the Laws are not only Ordinances of 
Dvyereigns; they maybe conſidered as Regulations of the-Church alſo, or as 
Articles:of a Cofifederation in which all the People are concern'd. 

You eaſily jadge our dearly beloved Brethren-,. that here we have England 
view; every body knows: that in-effeft, the- People have a ſhare in the 
Gpvernment* . The Sovereign Authority:, and- the Legiſlative Power, re- 
cs there in three different ſubjes, namely, -in the King , and in the Two 
Hauſfesvf- Parliament;; the! one 6f which is compoſed of the Lords and Peers 
of. the Realm, . which are the principal Members: of the State ; and the other: 
6f* thre: Deputies of all the People. - It'is then a Government in which Monar- 
cy, Ariſtocracy and Democracy are mixed together,.and the Laws are eſta- 
bliſhed in it, by the King, by the Lords, and the Commons jointly. 

From: all: theſe Propoſitions theſe two: concluſions are to be drawn ; the. 
Firſt; that though Poſſeſſion is not: always a gocd Title in matters of Reli- 
gion;it-is' ſo in the preſent caſe. There is-no neceſſity of altering the whole face 
ofthe Church of*Ergland ; .that could not be done neither without great noiſe,. 
and 'above all; it would: be very dangerous to touch to the Ecclefiaſtical-Go- 
vernment: | The Sccond , that the Laws of England have a very lawful au- 
tKhority- over the-ovt-ſide of Religion, and that: conſequently you are not in 
right t6 require. of the Biſhops, that they ſhonld bring any alteration toa. 
Government and-Service that is authoriſed by its own Laws. - 

[t- would doubtleſs be more. juſt , Dearly beloved Brethren, to follow the 
ſyxcofid-'way of re-union ; .that which we have obſery'd on the fitſt, ought to 
- convinice-all rational Perſons of 'it.. -We muſt ſay of the: Presbyterian Church 
quite the-contrary' of what we. bave-ſaid of the Epiſcopal ; the Presbyteriar: 
Gkvreh -can-aHedge no Laws nor Polleſſion ; it 1s ſeparated from that- 
-  other-Church, | which has on its ſide both.the Laws and Poflefſion : and 
' »yor know: but .to0 well, that the Laws, far from being favourable to your: 


Church, : 


-- / -CMI re 
-Ghurch, are formally.oppoſite to:it,/ and 'thatit :earlnot eſtabliſh. it ſelf ' with- _ 
ont violating-chem. - Is ſhy;not then obliged to:joyn her {elf ito the Epiſeopl 
Church as a, Member to. the- Body from which it has been feparatcd, as abranth 


4 to the, Body of the Tree-whence it was torn off ? - -} {4 -- ; 3132444 8 
There are but three things that could be capable to juſtify your oparaUMÞ 
E if you could reproach either of them'to:the-Biſhops, and to' Their- Church; 
| the one would be Hereſy -in their Principles, the other Impicty in Worſhip, 
- 4 and the laſt Tyranny in Government. | {Hondo Form > 2d 
= As to Hereſy and Impiety, we have: ſufficiently ſhew*d in our-general Let- 


ters, that the one and the other give. juſt cauſes of Separation 3 and we have 
h confeſs'd to you heretofore, that if the Epiſcopal Church was guilty. of the: 
F neither Poſſeſſion nor the Laws would give it right to maintain - it{elf i Its : 
e. | Errors ror in its falſe Worſhip, and that on the contrary ſhe ſhould be obliged . 
to renounce them. . = a. I 
2 We will then be ſatisfied to ſay in a word, that-if-ſhe was effectually either 
f Heretical or Idolatrous and Impious, and: that ſhe ſhould refyſe to'.reform, 
though ſhe had on her ſide Pofleſlion and the Laws',- you conld lawfully x 4 
ſeparate from her Communion :' in ſuch a caſe, you- would <leaye to the ſoc 
4 of the. Tree, and ſhe_would be but a broken Bough torn from it; 
a Tyranny can alſo give occaſion of a lawful 'Separation. | If there wava -.. 
” Church which ſhould retain all the eſſence of Chriſtianity, either in the Faith. 
or in the Worſhip, that ſhould excommunicate the-other Churches for ſigh 
differences betwixt- them, and that would not receive to its Commnpion bl 
In thoſe that would ſubſcribe to certain Do@rins that were-either- falſe, or of 
i ſwall importance, and to be conteſted ; one might doubtleſs remain moft 
if juſtly feparated from ſuch a- Church : It would be ſhe'that would feparateker 
ſelf from the body, which ſhe would pretend to ſeparate others from.. -.” .. 
That was Firmiliannss opinion, as' he expreſs?d it: to St.: Cyprian in,aLet- 
-g ter which he wrote to him, on the difference which this laſt had- : 7... - . 
w with Stephen Biſhop of Rome : Tou have retrafted your ſelves from. | Epiff 4 mu» 
the Communion, deceive not your ſelves, ſaid he in that Letter, ad- 994 Ot 


Pp dreſſing himſelf to Stephen z for added he, he is really a Schiſmatick | MPI 4 


< who. breaks the Unity of the Church. Thus while you imagine you cap [tqarare others 
C from you, you have alone ſeparated -your ſelves from all. | w 2_n 
- It wasalſo inthe ſame Spirit that St. Auf:ne ſaid to Craſconius the Donatilt 


"| That if there were any Perſons "found ſhould teach in publick'- = 
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"  thoſeWritings, ey wont ſeparate themſelves fromthe Unity of the Church. m6s ne a 
. - . According to this principle, if the Biſhops ſhovld nathewariſe you, or if I 
at they would not 'admit you 'to their- Communion., but- on -condition.That«you - 
id ſhould -ſay 'as ſome of them do, that Epiſcopacy 5»: of Divine Right ; It would; 
he thay. hee would ſeparate from” you.,. and rhat would \properly, be the? 
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L in it: but" take notice at the-ſame time, that they are Orgaments that are not 
amouy unworthy of the chaſte Spouſe of Chriſk.; -Had tot the Church im- 


| Ca] 
_ You would remain lawfully ſeparated from the Biſhops, were they guilty of 
Hereſy in their DoCrins, of Idolatry in their Worſkip, or of Tyranny in their 
Government. But can you, our dearly beloved Brethren, accuſe them of any 
ſuch thing ? Have they perverted. the Fundamental truths of Religion ? Have 
they deſtroyed the Chriſtian Piety by a Prophane and Impious 'Worſhip ? 
Do they exerciſe a Tyrannical Authority in the Church ? Do they Fulminate 
unjuſt Anathema's againſt you ? Do they exa@ from you any Subſcriptions to 
ſome Doftrins againſt your Conſciences ? Is it but on that condition that 
they will receive you to their Communion ? If ſo, remain ſeparate from them 
and their Church in good time ; they have retrench*d themſelves, and they are 
the right Schiſmaticks: Neither Poſſeſſion nor the Laws oblige you to hold 
Communion with them. But if you cannot make them any ſuch reproach with 
the leaſt appearance of Reaſon, if that their Faith is pure, and their Worſhip 
Evangelical ; if they offer to you their Communion without exaCting any 
thing from you, that can hurt your Conſcience; if they demand nothing elſe 
of you but that you ſhould ſabmit to their Miniſtry , and- that you ſhould 
conform to their Ceremonies and Cuſtoms , what'is it that can hinder you 
from reuniting with them ? | i . 

You will ſay peradventure, that Epicopacy. conſidered in itſelf , and the 
Ceremonies which are obſerved in the Epiſcopal Church, are things which you 
could not exteriorly receive, without offending your Conſcience, becauſe your 
heart cannot give its conſent to it, no more than to that Do&rin, That Epif- 


- COPacy is of Divine Right. Thoſe are, you will add but remnants of Popery, 


-unworthy the true Religion of Chriſt, and incompatible with the Purity and 
Simplicity of his Goſpel. | 
"But in the Firſt place, there is a great difference in approving outwardly a 
Doctrin which one condemns in the heart, and in complying to ſome PraQtice 
of which one wholly approves not. The fisſt is never allow'd of ; that would 
be to betray ones own Conſcience, and to render one ſelf guilty of Hypocriſy, 
thus to approve without, what one condemns within. The Seconds not only 
rmitted in ſome certain occaſions, it is an indifpenſable duty. We have 
'd in our general Letters, that not to break the Bond of Unity, and not | 
to ſcandalize our Brethren, we are oblig'd to bear with their weakneſs, and 
I res to their praQtices » as Superſtitious as they may be ſome= 
umnes. | Pd , s 
_ Secondly, if you had that thought That Epiſcopacy and the Epiſcopal Cere- 
monies of their Ghurch, were incompatible with the true Religion, for that 
only reaſon, that they were Reliques of Popery ; permit us to ſay, dearly 
beloved Brethren, that you would be highly deceived. ' Look on all that out- 
fide, if you plat, of the Engliſh Church,'that.. you approve not of; as:a rem- 
rniture of the Proſtitute Babylon, we thall freely joyn-with you 


before the coming of Antichriſt? And why then might ſhe not 


' make uſe of them All at this time ? If for example, Epiſcopacy is no Apoſtolick 
$667 | | | | | Iaſtitu- 


| C29) 
inſtitution, as we are 'perſwaded it is not, can it be denyed but” that it is at 
leaſt very antient? Was it not eſtabliſhed in St. Au#ir's days? and in thoſe 
of St. Chryſeſtom, of St. Athanafim, of St. Ambroſe , of St. Cyprian. &c,, Was 
it not eſtabliſhed in fuch Apes, in which the Church had not yet loſt its Pu-: 
rity, even in thoſe Ages that were neareſt to the Apoſtles ? , 
It is certain that Epiſcopacy has been as a Staff by which Tyranny has raiſed 
itſelf in the Church. But withal, it being deprived of all which Popery had: 
added of Tyrannick and Impure, as it has been in England, may it not. then 
r ns'd very advantageouſly, though the Church of Rome has made uſe: of it ? 


Ne muſt reaſon after the ſame manner about the Ceremonies, and all:the: 
other Cuſtoms obſerv'd in the Church of England, evenof thoſe that may hays: 
been -batch'd in the boſom of the Church of: Rome ;' they ſhould not be caſt 
away for that only reaſon, 'that the Church of Rome has made uſe of them © 
Could not a good uſe be made of that which ſhe bas employ'd about her Su- 
perſtitions ? much after-the ſame. manner that doſes employed the Gold of 
Egypt, to the conſtruftion and ornament of the Tabernacle. Know you not. 
that, Unto the Pure all things'are pure , whereas , unto them that are defiled and: 
unbelieving, nothing is pures as ſays St. Paul ? Tit. 1. 15, _. 07 
In a word, if the Chriſtian Religion could not bare with Epiſcopacy, nor: - 
with the Ceremonies of the Church of England, becauſe the Papiſts had once- 
made uſe of them, or: did ſtill uſe them at preſent ; We ſhould forbear the: . 
uſe of Pulpits, of Churches, and of Aſſemblies; in fine, of all that we have: 
it common with the Church of: Rome. That was St. Cypriar's reaſoning, when. 
it was alledged to him, that Novarianus rebaptized as well as he _;.. 
did 3 What Reaſon x that, ſaid that Holy Biſhop, that becauſe Noya- Op. Boiſe ; 
' tianus has the confidence to rebaptize, we onght nor" to do ſo? We muſk 72.44 Fab... 
alſe then decline our Pulpit , becauſe Novatianus Vſurps the honour of "4 
the Sacerdotal Seat: And becauſe he ffrives to ereft an Altar, and to ofer Sacri-- © 
feces, we: muſt forſake the Altar and the Sacrifices, for fear it ſhould be thought we: 
smitated him. | i it's ; _ 
It muſt be concluded from all we have ſaid hitherto, Dearly beloved Bre-- © 
thren, that in Rigous the Biſhops ſhould not be obliged to change apy thing: 
in their Difcipline, either as to the Miniſtry, or as to the Ceremonies and the. : 
Publick Service to reunite to us; and that on the contrary you ſhould be ob»: : 
liged to reunite to the Epiſcopal Church, ſuch as it.is, and. without any altera-- - 
tions made to it. But we acknowledge, that if. the Biſhops did-ſtand to thatz:” 
and that they wonlkd-not yield: ſomething for the ſake' of Peace z ſuch a-Pro- - 
ceeding - would ſuit very ill with. Charity, - which will. have us to bear with one- 
Edification of or. Brethren, that freedom which the Goſpel affords us...; .,-;.:; - 
We then believe, that it muſt be by the third way, that you are toreunite: 
one with another , that is by releaſing ſomething on both fides by amp ual, 
condeſcention,' ye ought to draw near to one another ;. ſo that you may all live 
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l C30)! 
| -* That which makes us hope, that you may reunite” by this laſt means, is that 
| we:know that the: Biſhops are diſpoſed to:follow it ; they are-in a deſign to 
” ſacrifice to'an Union fome- of their ' Opinions. and Cuſtoms, ,and.even+to re- 
trench: of their :Publick Service , all that, ſhal] be thought, would ſcandalize 
- weak Conſciences. . | | 
, On: your part, our Dearly beloved Brethren, be ye poſleſs'd with a Spirit 
: of Charity and Peace, and be not too difficult to pleaſe; receive without 
{ ſcruple-ſuch Cuſtoms and: Ceremonies, which. alter not the ground of Reli- 
' gior, and of which a good uſe may. be:made 3-and make no difficulty to, 
| - unite; yourſelves with the Biſhops,: and to ſubmit your ſelves to their Y 
| giſtry. > Ag - ; 4 
» = When will you do it, if not at this time, that the Exgl:h: Clergy is filled 
+ with fo great a number of Prelates, of ſo great merits? of Prelates equally 
;. Hluſtrious by their Learning and by their Virtue, whoſe Piety, Zeal and Chas. 
rity cannot-be too much 'prais'd: in a word, of Prelates worthy of the time 
of the-Apolſtles. - | 
= You: formerly ſuſpefted them of not being good Proteſtants, and of favour- 
ing Popery ; that was atleaſt the pretence by which ſome of you ug'd to-juſtify 
- | your Separation. What. an injuſtice was that? Have you ſeen,. when Popery 
:. was effectually to be introduced in England, that they made the leaſt ſtep to 
+ favour that deſign? Have you. perceiv'd that they gave. an helping hand by 
; a baſe complaiſancy ?-Have you not-ſeen them on the contrary, to oppoſe it 
|. with an; Apoſtolick Vigons and Zeal, without. any. reſerve for the King, nor 
| moe to their own Liberties, nor-to all their particular Intereſts? Now there- 
| fofe-that>thoſe unjuſt Suſpitions' which you had: conceiv'd againſt them, ought 
, to'beentirely-blotred out -of 'your-minds ; re-ugite your ſelves with them, and- 
- |- refuſe no longer to acknowledge them for your Miniſters. 
; - We have not'forgot, that under the Reign of Charles the 'Second,, they 
; treated you with great ſeverity ; that is, what you can reproach to them with 
great juſtice ; and we doubt not but that ſome reſentments of it ſtill remain 
{ In” yonr hearts. - We can on this account tell you in Conſcience, Dearly be- 
loved *Brethren, that we have always ſhar'd -mnch in your troubles, and. that 
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we have beheld-with- a:ſenſible forrow-all thoſe /Perſecutions which you have 
þ ſuffered from-the Epiſcopal Church. But you ought to. impute. thoſe Perſe- 
þ | nga agg to the-arts of a' Court, which had already _ tendency 
+ for Popery; or to an exceſſive Zeal which the Biſhops had for Unity," ra- 
| ther than to any ſentiments of averfion or of ' hatred gz which they had againſt 
: you. And howeyer ,-ought -we not? to forget the: Injuries we have: receiv'd 
: ffom *ouy Brethren ?- Muſt we-entertain 'perpetuaF reſentments of themy: con- 
4. trary to:fo many expreſs Commandments : which the: Lord has made to -for- 
| —_ another ? 'Muſt you by way of revenge run'to your-own -Fuin, and. 
- even-endeavour the-deſtruCtion of 'the Proteſtant Religion? . bl 
© It may be ſaid; Dearly beloved -Brethreny: thata reſentment had; carried 
; Come of you- ſo far, and. it was no want of will in them , that they-loſt pot. 
&hemfelyes,: together. with the Religion of Z7g/and. What other thing might” 


- 


ot HESTE« 


be expected, if we judge aceorgi 2-20 all aPPearance, from Addreffes. 


which you went inthrongs to preſent to the King, to return him thanks for 
the Declaratioff which he had: On ery Liberty of Conſcience 7 
Was not that openly.to approve of the reeſtabliſhment ofi.Popery, and t6+ 
authoriſe your Enemies to ſubyert all your Laws, and to deſtroy, when they 

pleas'd, you and your Religion ? Thoſe were in effett-the fruits which' they 

hop'd;, together from thoſe Thankſgivings which they ſo earneſtly ſolicited. 
Blefled be God who has confounded their prudence, and deſtroyed all their _ 
For your parts, never forget the ſorrowful effe&s which your Diviſioh was: 
he point to bring on you, and which it had -infallibly 'produced;” if God - 
not had mercy on you. Let thoſe thonghts inſpire'in yot'vehenment de 
es for peace, and make you to paſs over all obftacles that might 'oPpoſe 
themſelves to it. Fear kit God ſhould grow {weary with ſupporting: you: 

and that after he has threatned you, he puniſh you at laſt Teverely for'y our 
Separation. #1: oy 


It feems asif after the miraculous' ſucceſs which he has given tothe'n--: 
terpriſe of your 1!luſtrions and Glorious Liberator , ' you had now” nothing. 
more to fear from your Enemies. But lull 'not your” ſelves aſleep withithat; 
that great God: has yet a thoufand ways-to deftroy you; and there could be - 
-no man nor Angel that could ſhelter you from his Juſtice, if he had once 're-+ 
foly'd to diſplay it againſt yovy. Would you then be for ever aſſared of his: 
ProteCion, and eſtabliſh on everlaſting foundations that Peace which he Has 
newly reſtor'd to England ? Firſt, Re-eſtabliſh/ your ſelves the Peace of- the: 
Church , and re-unite your ſetves with'the Biſhops 3 that according-to*the- 
example of the Primitive Chriſtians, ye may be no longer all, bat one heart and 
one ſoul, 'AQtS 4. 32. That is what we. wiſh you, 'from' God' the' Father, and: 
from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, We are very fincerely ,. Our Dearly betoye&: 
Brethren, | , | % 
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THE FIFTH 


36 a op Eon 
. To the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops of the Church of England. 


My Lords, | | : | 

F the Letters we have writ to the Proteſtants of the Church of England 
in general, do fall into your hands, you may be at firft ſurprized to 
them from -Strangers, and chiefly from unknown Perſons, who endea 
to cencern themſelves with your Differences; yet we do not fear you will ta 

- Ul, when you ſhall find that theſe Letters relate to nothing elſe, but to re-e 
bliſh Peace in the Boſom of your Church. We likewiſe hope, that you will 
not be diſpleaſed that at the ſame time we write to our Presbyterian Brethren, 
to exhort them fo re-unite themſelves with you. We give our ſelves the free- 
dom to write to you in particalar , to conjure you to facilitate this re-.. 
union ,.as much as poſſibly you can. The Rank..yop hold in the. Church of | 
England, and the holy Charge you execute ſo worthily, does on the one part 
lay on you an obligation to labour on this Deſign, with all the care-you are ca- 
Pable of, and to. give you on the other part,the means to work it moſt profitably. 

My Lords, You know it is the end of the holy Evangelick Miniſtry, to aſſem- 

ble into one Body all the Members of Jeſus Chrift. St. Paxl expreſly teaches us, 
when he has ſaid,. that God has given ſome to be Apoſtles, others to 
Fpbef. 4. . be Propets, and others to be Evangeliſts ; and ſome to be Paſtors 
ver. 11-12. and Teachers : | He inſiſts, that it is to that end they ſhould labour 
. for the ynion of the-Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, and for 
the Edification of, the Body of Chriſt. The Evangelick Paſtors are the Miniſters 
' of the Holy Saviour, who is the Prince of Peace ; they ought to be themſelyes 
Ambaſſadours of Peace. They are the Paſtors of his Flock, they ought 
Iſe. 9. 5. then according to the example of the Prince of Paſtors to run after 
3 Per. 4+ their ſtray'd Sheep, to bring them into their Sheepfold. 
| My Lords, what grief ought you to expreſs, to behold ſo great a 
number of the Dear flock of the Lord, of thoſe alſo who oughr to feed under 
our Sheep-Hooks, ſeparated from the great body of your Flock, to refuſe to 
Lonkag to-your Yoice, and to follow you! We are perſwaded that you figh 
night and day before God, and-that you continually ſend up your Vows to Hea- 
ven to re-eſtabliſh Peace, that lovely Daughter of Heaven, in the midft of yor. 

But my Lords, youmult not ſtay there, nor muſt you be contented to make 
Vows for Peacez you muſt contribute all your Power, knowing, that Bleſſed are 
they who procure Peace, becauſe they ſhall be called rhe Children of God, Mat.5.9. 

We know what reſpe& the Clergy owes you ; you are as the Soul of that great 
and illuſtrious Body, inſpire that Body more and more with Love and Peace, to 
which it isalready inclined of itſelf: Do the ſame thing for reſpe& of all the Peo- 
ple who live nnader your:Miniftry. You are their Leaders, guide them in the way 
of Peace; make them ynderſtand,that our offerings cartgbe be acceptable to God, 
till we be reconciled to our Brethren, | Abave \ 


UN 
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| C33) 
| Above:all, my Lords, forget nothing co-gain the PreGyteriahs Hearts 5 It 
is, not. by the ſpirit of FaCtion,. and of Schiſm they are ſeparated from youg but 
out. of a.great deteſtacion of:Popery,” and out of a zeal'for rhe Reformation ; 
They caoget endure an out-fide of Religion, which does not appear to them ſuffici- 
ently Evangelical : They have-looked onyour Reformation as imperfett;,'" white 
your Church:keeps a remnant of likeneſs with the Chorch of Rome z and not con- 
ſideging that that for which they blame the Church of Englavd,was in effect but the 
outſide,and did not. relate to the Principles of Chriſtianity ; They thought them- 
ſclyes. obliged to ſeparate from it, and to make their afſemblies a-part, Ir is 
Ws. they-have gone too far, and they never ought to have -run it"ro a 
ire.z. but as they have: been induced by a good motive, thy deſerve * to 
have.ſome Charity, apd Support allowed ther, and to- endeavour ro recall-them 
with all kind of mildneſs, 

The Rigour that has been uſed to them hitherto, ſerved only to ſeparate 
them farther from 'you + It is not by this way you may gain their Hearts. 
and Minds z for the Severity of the Laws which the Empzrours uſed againſt the 
Donatiſts, -nor- all the perfecutions they made. them ſuffer, had never the . 
power. 'to re-unite them in the. Communion of the Catholick Church: 
On; the contrary, finding .themſclves reduced ' to the laſt extremity by the 
Catholicks, .. they perſeyered in their! opinions, to their utmoſt extremi- 


7 "- 
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We muſt likewiſe affirm, that when by the Rigour; of the Laws, and Pu- 
nifhments, one ſhould force the Schiſmarzecks ro be joined with the reſt of the 
Church z. one ought not to uſe tuch means for fear of making Hypocrites : It: 
was - the. opinion ; of . Saint Auguſtir, before the neceſlicy "in which - he 
found. bimſelf to.,defend . the - conduCt : of : the  Catholicks , - againſt the .. 
Donatsſts complaints, made him to take their part, to maigtain, that we * 
might. juſtly;.perſecute the Hererichs and Schiſmaricks, I was (lays he) for- 
mecly: ofthis: opinion, that; we ought. not to compell a man'to be 
reconciled to the-Ghurch 3. but rather to employ. our words'to dif- A##. E; 
pores | by Reaſon, : for- fear. to have falſe 'Carho- =8sr1 
ICKSa ZE 11G | | £35 do 40) cs . JD” 

"Ir, was that, which a right Underſtanding and:true Piety inſpired. that great” : 
Biltop, with; ile he 'reafoned deliberately, and without paſlion ;\ 'and we 
doubt not, My Lords, but that you are of the ſame opinion : -No, it is'only by: ..; 
the» Word, . by Exhortations, and by. Reaſons, that we ought to: labour to 4 
bring them: into our Communion:who are. ſeparated; it is only by ſach ways as' 
Jeſus-Chriſt andbis:Apoſtles did -bripginto,the Church Jews -/and Gentiles; . 
they; never to-bring them! over to them, impoſed the Laws of Sovereigns; nor ; 
uſed the ſeverity of puniſhments. {The Apoſtle Saint Pau! has declared ro u$y+ * 
that thoſe carnal Weapons, as he calls them, are not-thoſe the Lord has put in- 

| tothe hands of the Miniſters of the Goſpel : Therefore rreat the Presbyterians- ; 
with that tenderneſs which is fo worthy of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Draw: 
them into your Communion by the Bonds of Love, and Charity ; and make them : 
$0 lay alide, by your Moderation, that _— they have conceived Oe yeur: ; 
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Church : I is by this you will praCtiſe that excellent Exhortation 
Eph. the IV, of Saint Pal, 7 prey you, 1 who am a Priſoner 'jn the Lord, thar. 
1ſt,8&follow- | : | | : | Je 
© vl walk, worthy of the Vocation ta which:ye are called, with all huytblencſs of 
g verſes, | In > EG a; 2a 
Mind, and meckneſs, with long ſuffering," ſupporting one, another through. 
Love,endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in\rbe Bond of Peace... LEES, 
Bux to make an ectice conqueſt of our Brethren, who are'ſeparated from you, 
you muſt not only ſupport their weakneſs with Charity, but likewiſe 

with them, as Saint Paw! ſays , Being free from all men, yet have 1 made my ſelf Ser- 

want to all men, that I may win the more: To the Fews I become as a Few, that [ may 

win the Fews . To thoſe who are under the Law, as though I were under the tiuw, 
that I may win them who are under the Law: To them who are without Law, as if 
were without Law, when I am not without Law as pertaining ty God, but amin'the 

Law through Chriſt ,, that I may win them who are withous Law + To the weak I be- 

' come as Weak, that I may win the Wear: I am made all things to ull mer, that 1 
- might by all means ſave ſome : Which implies, My Lords,that it is very requiſtte that 

| yourelinquiſh ſomething ia your Opinions, and in your Cuſtoms; that you 

; eorply and ſuit your ſelves to the Weakneſs of the Presbyterians, to oblige 'them 

' tobe united to you. We zre bold to tell you our thoughts on this, with - that 
Teſpe& due to you; it ſeems to us that that opinion, that 'Epiſcopacy, as. it is 

. eſtabliſh'd in your Church, is of Divine Right z and that Cuſtom which is ob- 
ſerved among you to confer a new Ordination on Paſtors, who. have been -fe- 
ceived by other Paſtors, - are things that ought to be ſacrificed roPeace. 

We. do not pretend here to cnter jmnto difpute with you ; we only beg of you 
ta reflect a little upon a tenable confequence, which may be juſtſy Hrawn from 
the opinion we have newly mentioned. If Epiſtopacy is of 'Divine Right;fic fo 
lows from hence, that neither: the Churches of France, not thoſe'of Holland, 
nor thoſe of Germeny, nor thoſe of Switzerland, nor Geneva, Ste. lave'tru- 
Iy-had neither Miniſters, nor Sacraments ſince the Reformation : And would you 
My Lords, ſhut vp the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and the Sacraments of Jeſus Chriſt 

' In the Church of Ernglend only ; and to look on the other Reformed Chnrches, | 
\. 38 Churches without Minifters, . and Sacranients ? What a-trouble'would it be - | 
| for that great number of Churches, who have forſaken Popery as you haves and 

who profeſs the fame Faith, and have the ſame Worfhip:-as you, eo find you in | 
| this Belief 7 And would not that be an obſtacle to re-ugice the Prevbyterians | 
; to your Church ? | | | 
', If you renounce this opinion, that Epiſcopacy is of Divine Right, you mnſt at 
' the fame time revoke the Cuſtom of Re-ordination, which is but a dependence | 
al it :: You cannot imagine how many good Souls find themſelves feandatized-at | 
this Cuſtome z that has been chiefly a very great trouble to the French 'Miniſtets, 
who are? diſperſed every where to be obliged to receive a ſecond Orgination 
from your bands, before they are able to'execute their Office in the Church of | 
&xgland; for we mult ſincerely tell you, that we know many perſons, whom this 
very conſideration have diſſuaded to retire into England. Se HY 
' In caſe there ſhould be 2ny tiring elſe found in your Cyftotns, in your Ceremo. 
| Bies,in your. Prayers, and Jaſtly.in your publick Seryice, which may be afeandal ro: _ 
HTTE | . "LN weak. +; 
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weak. Perſons, If were very well if they were retrenched to ſmooth the ways of 
Peace; and” take” away all obſtacles chat may binder the Presbyterians to enter 
iato your Communion. 

My Lords, We beg your pardon for that Liberty wich which we ſpeak to you 3 
, for we are not ignorant that it isfrom you we muſt learn our Duty, rather than 
y concern our ſelves to preferibe yours. Burt we have ſo' earneſt a deſire to fes 
. Peace and Union in your Church, that it makes us to paſs beyond thoſe Limits. = 
/ which we ſhould inviolably obſerve on. any occaſion but this. 
4 
{ 


We alſo flatter our felres with this belief, that this liberty we take wilh not 
be diſagreeable to yot ; you Iove Peace, you are diſpoſed to doe all that ſhall be- 
long to-you, to re-eſtabliſh the Church of E-gland , nor do we propole any 
thing, but what you would doe of your ſelves in favour of a Re-union. | 

Mi Lords, What a worthy Diſpoſition is this of true Biſhops, and of true 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, in one word worthy of you z you ſhow by that, thee 
| you are truly endued with the ſame Spirit, as were the Great and Holy Bi- 
| ſhops of 'the Primditive Chatthy 'whohad fo.grext x zcal for Unity : You follow 
| the ways of Saint Paxl, who had ſo great a Condeſcention for all. kind. of Per- 
| ſons: You imitate the Charity of Saint Joh, the beloved Diſciple of Jeſus 
Chriſt, of that Diſciple whom the Antienrs calted the Apoſtle of Charity, be- 
cauſe he was throughly imbewed with that admirable Vertue, there being n9- 
thing he had recommended tothe faithfull with fo much care. My Lords, Signa-, 
lize on this occaſion that paſſionate Love which inflames you, as yov have bighly 
ſignalized of late your zealor your Conntry,and for Religion, The whole Church 
has deheld, with wonder, the greatneſs of courage you have ſhown in this molt 
criticaland moſt imporrane' conjunture,that,it may be, has ever been ſeen; you 
have moſt worthily ſapported your Character, in ſpight of all menaces and pu- 
niſhments that threatned to ſhake yon ; you have beeg faithfull to your King, 
and you have exaQtly obeyed his Commands, while you could doe it without. 
wounding your Conſcliences : But he no ſooner required things contrary Ag. 4h 
tothe Duty you owed to God, but you, remembring that it'is. more juſt 19th & 
to obey God than Men, you had no more to doe with a King,from whoſe 29th 
anger you ought to fear every Ing, when he would fer up Popery in £-gland,in 
defiance of the moſt ſolemn Laws of the Kingdom :You oppoſed him openly with, 
the hazard of all that was moſt dear to you : You generouſly ſaccifized your 
Temporal concerns for the intereſt of Religion, and your Country ; and we. 
may ſay, that by your Reſolution and Zeal, and by the Imprifonmeat that * 
ſome of you ſuffered, with ſo much Conſtancy, you faved one and the other. 
from utter Ryuine. | We 

It is with the fame Courzge, as formerly we bcheld Saint Ambroſe reſiſt the 
Emperour Falentinian the Second, and the Empreſs Juſtina bis Mother, when 
they would have ſet up e£52niſrr in eHilan, in the ruines of the Catholick Re- 
ligion : My Lords, how brave and glorious is ic for you to tread ia the path of, 
this great and generous Prelate. | | TA! 
: | Wecanadd nothing more to your Glory, than for you to ſettle an inward © - 
- 4 Pcace In the Church of England, after you were ſo bighly inſtrumental -in the 4 
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cutward Peace ; there remains nothing but that, to crown your Condu®, and | 
| to render your Names Immortal : Your.memory ſhall be for ever bleſſed inthe 7 
Church, and when the P:ince of Paſtors ſhall appear, you ſhall receive'from-his 


handes'the incorroptible Crown of Glory. In: the mean time, may the Sovereign 
Paſtor more and more bleſs your Perſons, and your Miniſtry, and your Church +. 
Theſe are the vows which zealouſly fly to Heaven, from, 


-,* 


My Lords, 
_—_— '- Tour Moft Humble, | 
1689, | Tr ,oppS | 
—_my Fu and Moſt Obedient Servants, 
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' The Sixth Letter. To the Lords and Commons of England. 
By Lards and Gentlemen, | 


\ A 7 E have formerly writ many Letters-into Enoland, and we are now wri- | 
ting others thither, to endeavour to diſpole their minds to Peace, and ; 


to a Re-union under the ſame Miniſtry, but; we ſhonld believe we had omitted 


the principal, if we did not addreſs our ſelves to you in a particular Letter. We- 


know not zt what time, nor after what manner.you will aſſemble 'your ſelves ; 
che King having revoked, before his flight, the orders he: had given to call a Free 
Parliament ; but whatſoever it be, we hope you will be- ſhortly afſembled, if ye 


are not already : And we are perſuaded, that it would be invain toendeavouc | 
to re-unite all the Proteſtants in England into one Body, if you do not concern: 


your ſelves, and ifat the ſzme time you break not the Ice to this great:Afﬀair, 
by your Anthority and Wiſdom. - 


My Lords and Gentlemen, We know you have before you 2n-infinite number- 


of other Aﬀeirs of the laſt importance, and capable to wholly take up your-con- 
cerns. The Deſertion of Britain's Majeſty did put England into a kind of Imer- 


7eznum, in which time you underwent all the Affairs of State, with your Great | 
and Gjorious Deliverer; and this Interregnwm following an Unyjuſt and Tyran- | 
nick Government, which lefr all in contuſion, it is for you to ſ{{ttle all things ia ! 
.a right order, . where they are to move. 


7 


My Lords and Gentlemen, Ir is thac whikh all England expects.from yon, that 


| you declare who are the Lawfull Heirs to the Crown, and keeping x for them 
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who claim it by Kirth-right ; you will for ever. put it out of all diſpute to let it ; 
fall to Strangers, or to thoſe who had Plotred that black and abominable deſign. | 


The Kingdom expects from you to re-eſtablifh the Laws, which have been allmoſt 
wholly ruined ; to keep their Liberties and Privileges, which they endeavoured 
to infringe, and ro ſettle her in quiet, which fhe ſaw was troubled by wicked aud 


| . difaftectcd Perſons, 
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My Lords-and Gentlemen, Anſwer this fo grezt,expeQation : God forvid, th 


+ | we ſhonld think you ſhould neg{ctt it :,.Bg, you the. Reftorers: of the Lawg, If 
5s | Liberties of the People ; . the; Support, ang Prop of the ſafety of the Kingdar 
n | Ina word, Be you the Fatners of Englana, and co eſtabliſu there a, Peace"al 
« | Eternal Happineſs , preſerve-the Crown faithfully for the right Bloud of. þ 
"'N Kings, and diſcoyer to all the World tte Iatamons* and horrid Deſigns th 
; were practiſed to force it from her, 3 -£..S 


: Bur as you are concerned. to Jabour for-thke welfare cf the Kingdom, ſo yt 
p are not to forget the Intcreſts of, the Church : She deſervss ſo, well of you, thi 
you allow her a part of your Cares : Sne.is the Spouſe of the. Son cf God.:- She? 
the Mother who has begot you for. Jeſus Chrift; and by this New Birth ye 
have acquired, you are b:come her Children, and tte Hezics of the King 1 
Kings. 4 
T his good Mother, to whom you have ſuch high obligations, My Lords aj 
= Gentlemeo, groans to ſee her ſclt not only perfectted by her Enemies, but al 
rifled by her own Children; - ſhe bewails to. ſee her Liberties aboliſtfd, her Sai 
Quaries demoliſhed, her Miniſters .exiPd, her Flocks deſperſed ard expoſed ras 
infinite number of Torments and Deaths; but that which increaſes moſt her. fa 
row, are thoſe Diviſions ; which Teign in. ber boſome , in lieu. of Unity al 
Peace, which ought to flouriſh there 10 all ſeaſons. 

; Endeavour to dry up her tears, My Lords and Gentlemen : Conefort thoſei 
| her Children. which the Frenes Perſecution has ford to frek for ſhelter among 
ſ you ; Make them to feel in their greateſt- Miſery the extraordinary eftects4 
your Charity : Seck out the means of procating her a Calm, in thoſe plact 
' where ſhe is beaten and toſgd by the ſtorm of Perſecution. Cauſe, in Engla 
at leaſt, that ſhe may enjoy, under the. ſhelcer of your Authority, a protoul 
Peace, and a firm and eſtabliſhed Quiet ;, and at the ſame time,. that your La 
ſhall protect her from the fury of her Enemies, give her farther,. the comfe 
| of ſeeing an end to.all choſe Diviſions with which ſhe .is afflicted. "4: 
But remember, My Lords and Gentlemen, to employ to the.cxecution of th 
great Deſign but iegitimate Means. . As great,. and far extended as. is yo 
- Authourity, ic would outgo its Jawfull bounds , ſhould you amploy the few 
rity of the Laws, and the Terror of Penalties, in re-uaiting to the Body of yal 
Church,thoſe that are ſcparzted from ir. The Power over Conſciences, belong: 
God alone, he has rcſerv'd that Authority to: himſclf : And it is entroae 
ing his Rights, it is making an attempt againſt his Sovereign Authority, T0 gi 
© Laws to Conſciences. | 21 
'| That which we have ſaid, My Lords and Geatlemen,.. ties not up your hang 
' .. as to Popery. That is the neyer to be reconciled Enemy, not only of Chrit 
and of his Church , but of.Sovereigns,- and of Proteſtant Stztes alſo. Ir is-t 
Plague, not only of CON I of the Civil Society alſo - Againſt it ther 
1 fore you pay let. looſe juſtly, all che Vigour of the Laws : True Pollicy allay 
f not of it in any State which God has freed from irs Tyranny. That is not 
| give Laws to Conſciences, that is to rid one's ſelf from a Publick Enemy; Þ 
' to, provide for the fafety-of the Religion, and of the State..... Yet, if there w! 
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ve amongſt you like good honeſt Citizens, and in that ſubjeCtion which is dite 
the Laws, they doubtleſs ovghtHor to be banifked out of their own Country, 
br diveſted of their Means, nor -perſecuted in any wife .' It would be unjuft 
$ exerciſe ſuch violences ag1inſt them, under pretence they were a far other Re- 
tzionthan yours. il 
- But as to that which concerns the Presbyterians, who are together good Citi- 
ers and good Proteſtants, and who are ſeparated from the Epiſcopal Church, 
ut through an Ovyer-zeal for Reformation, it ſeems to- us, that far from ma- 
ing new Laws againſt them, ir were 'fir, on the contrary, to aboliſh the old 
Ines; that it ſhould not only: be permitted them to live in Peace and without 
noleſtation in their Houſes, bur to give thenr likewiſe a ſufficient Liberty of 
onſcience, to calm their diſturbed minds, fretted by the ill uſages which 
hey have formerly received, and to diſpoſe them to re-unite themfelves with 
fight you not alſo, My Lords and Gentl:then,Make choice of ſome of the wi 
oſt and moſt moderate Perſons of your Houſes,to labour in this Re-unjor unger 
vcr Authority and your Orders ? Such Commiſſiners would be yery pro- 
x, to find out expedients, to propoſe them, to level "the difficalt Obſtacles, to 
anage the minds, and finally co inſpire to both Parties thoughts full of Cha- 
y and of Peace. | | 
| But what do we doe? We ſeem to fet down to you what you your ſelves are 
ding,as if the moſt Enlightned, the Wifeſt, and the moft Honourable Aﬀembly 
Fthe World had need of our week and dim lights; and that, our Counſels 
1d be of any uſe to it. No, My Lords and Gentlemen, thats not our thought 
© have no other deſign, than to difcorer to you, with all - the. reſpe& which 
& owe ycu, the vehement paſſion we h:y2 for the Re-union of the whole 
Hurch of England in one Body. It is your parts to re-eſtabliſh Peace in ir, by 
ch means as your Prudence ſhall infpire yov. Permit your ſelves to be guided 
it by your Picty and by your Zeal; and by that experienced Wifdom,. whicti 
pally rules your deliberations, and God wijl conclude, if he. pleaſes, ghar 
eat Work: He will open you the way of Peace , and he will give an happy 
eceſs to thoſe Cares you ſhall bring, to re-eſtabliſh it in your Church. 
We earneſtly befeech him, My Lords and Gentlemen, that he ſhower his 
werfult Bleſſings on all the juſt deſigns of your Aſſembly ; that. he preſide there 
th his Holv Spirit, that he enlighten i: with his Underſtanding, and that he 
pire it withall, that it ſhall, have occzſton to, reſolye forthe Good cf. the 
te, and Religion, We are, with a profound reſpect, 
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The Seventh Letter. To his Elighneſs, the Prince of 


My Lord, =. . 
F the Subjetof - which we 8re to entertain your Highneſs, meriags 2xte 
important ; We ſhould not undertake to deprive, by this Letter, yi ay oF 
Concerns,from any of thoſe precious Momeprs which you «mploy in ſouſe: 
ſoglcrious a manner : Bur in the deſign-we have to contribute-all that mg 
pollible to the Re-union of. all tie Proteſtants of, England, in one'E 
Church, and under one Miniftery ; ; we {hould'fail-in our Duties, .if wed 
flie-to' Tomr Highneſs , who is only capable to put the-laſt hand tot! bog 
wherce the Proteſtant Religion weuld drew ſuch conſiderable 8dva : eq "Y F : 
; Is it not from Your Highneſs, My, Losd, that. we have reaſon to ex pect.the 
| performance of'that great Deſign from You, ie: whbſe bangs the; moſt cif 
|  enterprives becomeealie from you, whoſe Piety is known over all Exrape:3/ | 
you in fine, to whom the Church of, Ergiard: owes already/her Preferva 6; al 
| Deliverance; andto whom it ſeems, that God has reſervid the Slaryiod | 
| Prop, and the Liberator ofthe whole Reformed Church ?' + -- 
t The whole: Earth ſees, My Lord; that Yowr Highueſay is born for -Great th 
* No Body is ignorant that, 2Imoſt at your ſtepp:ng oup-of Infancy, phirny ou! 
| very firſt bearing of Atms, You fav'd Holend,by unhoard:of Miracles-of Cournge 
' andPrudence; Fhat Yon Gdcear it out. of the hands of @' Tri 'Mos 
narch, who ar the head of: his Armies had already carried off 2 great part ol 
andwho, puff d vp" with his: Vidories, did leok 'on it wholly as Gb 
| Ambition. 
| That great Exploit was not yet forgot, My Lord, when Yokr Highneſs wa 
to undercake and to put M'execution ſomething more ſurpriſing yet- oy 
difficalt; when you were ſeen to flie at the relief of England, which't 
| groan under a Tyrannical Government, and under the power of- Popery 5/48 
' todeliver it from that cruel Oppreſliop, with 2 diligence and eale' —_ 
; dvergonProdiges. 
: It belongs to the Princes of jour Name, My Lord, to immoetaliſc their M 
/ xy, by Exploits of this Nature. The State of the United Provines, rea rom 
; _the Yoke of Span, and from the Tyranny of: Rpme, ſhall 'be-an; _ il 
rene of the Gtory' of the Houſe of wage But we a—__ 17, that whas 
Sobneſs hagdone, in favour of England, concindes:/the©ro: | 
grear'Houſe, wich a Ray of Glory, which all the Mend 
F your Anceſtors bad not given, - 
« 'Ves, My Lotd, that which ſhall 2Rtonifly the future | 
dmiration of ours, is that wonderfull Conjunttion which is to. —_—_ VE 
| ; veſs's Perſon, of the Heroes Vertues, with tho of C eſtian , of th e > k 
y and. Politick Verrnes, with thoſe that are. Evan elical; par Cor age of 
| Valonr; Abikayyand Prudencey with Bietyy and Z:cal for cies 
vi ito b all, Lord, to Tour- Highne A _ that th 
TL be hu ng: —_ T dont 
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